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typesetting, and one who sets type is a compositor.

Now James needed an apprentice. It happened

then that young Benjamin, at the age of thirteen,

was bomid over by law to serve his brother.

James Franklin printed the New England Cour-

ant, the fourth newspaper to be established in the

colonies. Benjamin soon began to write articles

for this newspaper. Then when his brother was put

in jail, because he had printeu matter considered

libelous, and forbidden to continue as the publisher,

the newspaper appeared in Benjamin's name.

The young apprentice felt that his brother was

unduly severe and, after serving for about two

years, made up his mind to run away. Secretly he

took passage on a sloop and in three days reached

New York, there to find that the one printer in the

town, William Bradford, could give him no work.

Benjamin then set out for Philadelphia . By boat to

Perth Amboy, on foot to Burlington, and then by

boat to Philadelphia was the course of his journey,

which consumed five days. On a Sunday morning

in October, 1723, the tired, hungry boy landed

upon the Market Street wharf, and at once set

out to find food and explore America's metropolis.

I ajamin found employment with Samuel Kei-

mer, an eccentric printer just beginning business.


