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The first in an ongoing seminar ser-
ies sponsored by CHRY and Exca-
libur was held October 13 in the Van-
ier Senior Common Room.

The series — designed to offer
information about journalism, broad-
casting, and other media-related
subjects — was launched by CBC’s
David Schatzky, host of FYI and the
Radio Noon phone-in.

I met Schatzky on the night of the
seminar in front of the Ross Build-
ing. After grabbing a quick bite, we
made our way to Vanier College
through the Ross Building, BSB and
the tunnel. He paused occasionally
to take a look at the posters plastered
on bulletin boards and walls.
“There’s so much to do here,” he
said. “You could be doing some-
thing different all the time.”

Perhaps this is why Schatzky has
experienced the success he has as a
broadcaster — he’s such an inter-
ested person. During his days here at
York during the late *60s, Schatzky
wrote for Excalibur, worked at
Radio York, got a degree in English
and Theatre, directed a play, and, he
says, got engaged. He also managed
to pursue a wide range of activities in
his professional career.

He began with the CBC in 1967
where he worked at summer jobs
while attending Ryerson, for Radio
Television Arts, York, and finally
the University of Toronto, where he
earned his B.Ed.

His career certainly hasn’t re-
volved around the CBC, though: he

taught a year of junior high school _

and ventured into television for a
short time. But he discovered that his
first love was radio.

*“With radio it’s so simple. You get
the idea, you get the person, and you
talk to them. I have a short attention
span, so it’s great.”

Schatzky also spent a year at the
CBC in Edmonton and managed a
radio station in Sudbury. But
Toronto is where he feels more
comfortable.

“I'm not the stuff foreign corres-
pondents are made of,” he said.

It’s partly because of this — and
partly because he doesn’t have the
*‘ego” to uproot his family — that he
wouldn’t consider moving to the US,
like many young broadcasters and
Journalists. “It doesn’t matter to me
whether I have a million people lis-
tening to me in New York City or
100,000 people listening to me in
Toronto.” This is also part of the
reason, Schatzky feels, that Peter
Mansbridge didn’t leave Canada for

DAVID SCHATZKY: Host of CBC's FY/ and the Radio Noon phone-in
spoke at York on October 13.

attending the seminar were inter-
ested in knowing more about what'’s
involved in doing a live radio show
— like the Radio Noon phone-in,
where the range of topics is wide and
where the broadcaster speaks with
many different people.

For instance, how does Schatzky
manage to be so tactful and diplo-
matic when many of the issues he
deals with are contentious and often
draw fiery callers?

The main reason, he said, is that
he simply cannot insult his listeners.
When he does disagree with some-
one, he can bring his personal polit-
ics into the discussion by attributing
it toasource. For example, he’ll note
to a guest speaker that there has been
some disagreement about one of
their claims, and ask them to
respond.

The guest may be an expert on
gardening, depending on the time of
year, and be booked months in
advance; or if an issue has suddenly
come up that the production team
decides should be dealt with, the
guest might have been contacted the
previous day.

The formats of both the phone-in
show and FYI are somewhat flexible.
If, for instance, there was a shortage
of callers for the phone-in, the pro-
ducer could air some music. Or if
Schatzky feels uncomfortable deal-
ing with a certain subject on FYI, he
has the option to not do it; this
would only occur if he didn’t feel he
had the knowledge to deal with it.

Not that this would happen often.
Schatzky keeps on top of things, and
he has also a writer/researcher who
helps him prepare for the show.
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doesn’t believe this to be the case,
noting that “‘our (the CBC’s) man-
date is to do interesting, illuminating
stuff.

“Nobody wants to do junk,” he
added.

Those hoping to pursue a career in
journalism, either print or elec-
tronic, quickly learned that the road
is long and hard. Gone, it seems, are
the days when, like Morley Cal-
laghan, you can brazenly walk into Iy
the offices of The Star and wangle b
the editor into giving you a shot. Few —
people get hired now for being at the Q
right place at the right time, said
Schatzky. Far more important is
education, and some sort of specialty
training.

As well, Schatzky noted that peo-
ple with regional experience move up
through the CBC ranks more quickly
since the CBC’s national audience
needs people who can analyse the
effects of major issues in different
regions.

You also have to be willing to start
at the bottom. ‘“We have a reception-
ist starting on Monday who has an
MA,” Schatzky said.

Another valuable way of breaking
into the industry is to launch into it
armed with some experience, such as
that you can gain from university
radio stations and newspapers.
Schatzky emphasized his involve-
ment with Radio York when it was
still in its formative stages, and Exca-
libur, for which he wrote both thea-
tre reviews and some news articles.

Does he find being a radio broad-
caster challenging? Schatzky com-
pares his job to driving a car. You
don’t think about all the different
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STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER
OF CANADA LTD.

(416) 967-4733
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YOUTH & HECHALUTZ DEPARTMENT
OF THE
CANADIAN ZIONIST FEDERATION

CANDIDATES MUST:

® Have Visited Israel

® Be Minimum 21 Years Old

® Have Experience Working With Youth

® Have Knowledge of Israeli and Jewish-Related Topics
® (Basic Hebrew skills an asset)

For further information and an application form
please contact The Youth & Hechalutz Dept. at 6657733
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THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 30, 1988

SUNNY ISLES
VACATIONS
657-8373

CUBA

It's a siesta for reading week Feb.
11/89: From $599.00 per person
(quad)

Includes:

® Retum air transportation

® |nflight meals

® Transfers, baggage handling

® Accommodation — Herradura
hotel & apartments on the
beach. Two air-conditioned
bedrooms, twin beds, two
private bathrooms

Not Included:

® $40.00 service charges & taxes
A deposit of $150.00 at the time of
booking, balance due 42 days prior
to departure (Jan. 1/89)

Seats are limited — Do not delay
— Book right NOW!

It's not what you do for reading
week — It's where you do it.

Call: 657-8373
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