
THE SENTRY 0FTH
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By CHARLES G. D. ROB ERITS

PALE shimmer ig green, an.d soaked in sun, themiles of sedge Rlats lay autspread from .the
edge af the slow brigbt water ta the foot of
the far, dark waoded, purpie hbis. Winding

through the quiet green levels came a tranqul littie
stream. Where its sieepy current joined the great
parent river a narrow tongue of bare sand jutted
out into the golden-giowing water. At the extreme
tip of the sandspit towered, sentry-iike, a long Ieg-
ged, grey-blue bird, as motionless as if he had been
transplanted thither frozu the pane! of a japanese
screen,

The fiat narrow head of the great liern, with
its Ionz. lavelin-like vellow he-qk n,1d twn) qldntlpr

shat dow\Niward with an alniost inaudible splash, the shore minutely. Once iu a while, after such ex-
transflxing the shadow, and emierged with a glitter- arninatioti, hc would get out, kneel down, and be
ing green and silver perch, perhaps five inches in occupied for several n1inutés amaong the Weeds of
lengtli. Th'le quivering body of the fish had its knife- the shallaws along the -stream's edge. Hie was look-
edged gis wide open, and every spine of its for- ing at the nîuskrat hales in the bank, and setting
nîiidable arnied fins theateningiy erect. But the traps before those which show-ed signs of presenit
triuniphant fishermani strade ashore with it and pro- occupancy.
ceeded ta hanimer it into tincoriscioilsness on the Thei heron watched the process, unstirring as a
hard sand. Then, tossing it in the air, he cauight dead stumip, tili lie thought the mani was colnjng
it again. adroitly, by the liead, and swaliowed it head taa near. Then, spreading a vast dark pair of
first, thuIs effectually disarming every weapon of fin, wings, hie rose indigznantly and flapped heavily away
and gi caver. The progress of this substantial up) river, trailîng his iength of black legs just aver
niauthful couid be traced ciearly down the bird's the sedge tops.
slini length of gulîet, acconipaniedl as it was by sev- Not far above the mauth of the streami the mnan
erai seconds af cantortians sa violent that they made set the fast of bis muskrat traps. Then hie paddled
the round yellow eyes winlc graveiy. back leisurely 'by the way he had corne, bis dingy

yellow straw bat appearing ta sal close over the.
A LITTLE after, on the smooth surface of the grass as the boat followed the windings of thesmaller streani, sanie fifty feet up channel, a stream. Whben the yeilow hat had at length been
tiny ripple appeared. Swiftly it drewv near. Tt was sw,ýaliowved up in the' violet haze alonr- the base of
pointed, and with a long fine curve of oily ripple the uplands, the great blue heron reappeared, wing-
trailing back froni it on each sie, like the outline ing low along the river shore. Arvig tth

ofa coinct's tai!. As it approacbed, in the apex of sandspit, he dropped his feet ta the shallaw water,
the parabola could be seen a minute black nose, closed bis wingý-s and settled abruptly into a rigid
with two bright clark littIe eyes just bchind it. It pose of watchiing. with lis neck ou'tstretcbedl and
was a sniall water rat, voyaging adventurously ont bis head held high in the air.
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'ching scrultiny reveaied, nothin
IqUil summiiier landscape ta dis
ss, hc seemied ta have becorne
sentry past on the tip of the s~
settling dawn ta watch for ý

iii, he decided ta go and look
With, long, uingainly, precise,

ss strides, he took bis slow waw
of the, little river- wqlkCitio rit,


