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A Race with 'the Plames
<Concluded from page 5.)

air swept down the river, bringing
with it a shower of sparks and burla-
ing fragments, which fell sizzling into
the water.

From the ground to the treetops
seemed a solid mass, of fire, while
great tongues, of red fiame ieaped hign
Into the air.

"We'll bave to take to the bush!"
shouted Bill. ".It's our ouly chance."

"ýThat next bend the last before we
corneto the ilake," replledl Fred. "The
beit of tire oniy foliows a ridge, and
it ls nlot wide. That's why lts ahead
of the rest; but we have no chance at
ail if we take the bush."

"You are right," I -said, "We'Il get
into the water and soak ourselves weil,
thon cover up wlth wetblankets. If,
asq Fred says, the ridge ls narrow, we
will, soon be through. Anyway, there
las nothiug else to do."

"]Keep well covered," advlsed Fred.
1ýDon't put your heads out at ail. I
wlll steor."

The heat was now weli nlgh intoler-
able. 'I looked ahoad before taking re-
fuge under the blanket. We were ap-
proaching an avenue of flame, through
which il seemed impossible for any-
thing living to pas. .Already blazing
branches were falling ail around us,
whlle te. the roar of the lire and the
crash of falIing trees was added that
hissIng sounid as, the 'burning masses
fell in te the ýwater.

~It seemed certain death to go for-
ward. To go back we were sure to be
caught ln a few minutes, wlth no
chance 9,t ail of escape, while to'take
to the bush 'would méan a certain,
though more agonizing death, for we
would need wings to escape a 11re fed
by such a hurricane. Our only hope
iay ln running the flery gauntiet -be-
fore us, though our hopes of doing so
wore sinall.

I drew the wetwoollen blanioet over
my head and paddled for -my Ilte.
Every moment I expected to strike a
fallen Iree, but aVili we sped on. Every
breath was an agony. T~he intense
heat caused our wet clothing Vo give
off clouda o! steam we were compelled
to breathe.

iAfter what seemed an eternity, I
felt the canioe Vurn sharply to the
right, and knew that the bend was
Dassed. 1 wondered how much lon£ýpi
I cauld stand the awful torture, and if
1 would zi first. PerhaDs Fred ws
wrong and the river turned again to
the west Well, I would disý ln Vhe
water if it came to the worst. Stili
the blanket 11apped against my arn as
t drove la m n addle deen) and hard.
My head was ýburstlng. So this was
the end.

Suddenly the blanket was Jeon
away.. The ibow of the canoe toucI
the shore. Bill was aiready uncover
Wo looked around ina surprise. '
lfire was still roaring behind Us,
the wind coming down Vhe Ste
-was clear and cool and there was
much amoke.

"'Thank God!" said 'Bill ferven
"But that was a close call!"

"Now, -Fred," 1 said, «'how far
we from Vhe lake? We had botter
into some safe place before we lii
'breakfast."

There was no reply, and I 1001
around. Fred was ieaning far f or ýw
his paddle across tho canes,
quickly, drew up and iifted hlm.
Ho was uncousclous. Hiis face wa
mass, of blisters. We laid hlmn do
and soaked hlm wlth water. Afte
fow gaspa he opened his eyes. T]
were torrlbly bloodshol, and he'qiU
ly closed them.

"Gel on down to the lake," he wl
pered; "to the south shore."

[We put fFred ln the canoe, and il
few minutes reached Vhe lake. U~
good its broad expanse of blue w5.t
looked, andi bow fresh and cool
wind!

We mnade camp on a little PO
from whîch we could plaInlY see
huge columns of black smoýka roll
to the eastWard.

Fred was In, a'bad way. We grea:
his face wiVh lard and put a poult
of cold lea leaves on hîs eyos.

~Did you notice, boys," ýsaîd
slappig his neck, "that we haVi
been troubled by filles tis mornling

"This prospecting gaine sure lias
moments of excitement," 1 roxn1a']
'ýNothlng Vaine or cammonplace ab>
il. 1 thought it was ail off -Wth
when we headed lnto the fire, bu
lhink 1 have a prelty good idea Il
aust how much heat a man caa stail

9ýHell can't have much on lbhat' 9
B'll's reply. "And 1 say. nid ScOut,"
continiued, turning Vo Fred, "it's 1
we have to thank for getting usOu
that furnace. You certalnly dese'
the V. C. and a fow other medals.
can't see how you managed ta
côver your face at aIl. Why, 1 ree
boiled uxnder the blanket!"

Tt was four days before Fred
able le use bAes eyos agaln. FveA5tl
his face ws very sore, but he
othervilse roue thxe 'worse for, h18
rible roastlng.

That huge copper deposit m&ay
thore, but IV Is not for us. Wede
ed to go baal. Bi at iast iaq "'
fled, se vie polnted our 1>0w for
railwsv for iquDfflles end tben~ tO
country north-weet of GowgXdS'.

The Old H ickory
(Conciuded f1'rn page 5.)

-wlVh Ihat voce. It vias w'hen sinhil reanemnber? Larry an' Jinr
Laxrry bad passd the crisîs lu bis aeth's Iad-why tbey're bot
fever asud the docor aznouneed the "Tho( boys-aur boys-aie

dmi-ont over. 'J¶,3, vis a husky rin>g 1
Litnii-g siif t and blindùlag ciove ma' voce "Yeý" he 1

t1be skybe'fore the eider La-rry could ns- "Sfe Vve jest telephxxei
isiy, dieu camne a treiiisidoui5 cii) ef Henry Iarave--iot~ ten
thunder ami a splltting, tearing sound s.gone an' ixe'l be aier>e Y
that bei<I the tiuse watcbeis roctý-d st<wm lftVs a bit. 'We're te
Ligb±nlts.g continually streaked the pipe of peace together this
heavens and by its aid they savi a ,,ý VMv"zp dn'

Ask for it by

they
viet-

i


