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HE biggest City in Canada is the worst
manageti. According to the repeated
andi vociferous confession of its owa
journals, the revenues of our commer-

1)(Letropolis have been mishandled until it
n the verge of bankruptcy. Bankruptcy is
Word employeti.
hY lethis?
111plY because the city is too big. It bas ont-
Mi the capacity of the off icïals who attempt I î
lanage It. They rnigbt deal with affairs iu- -
ing buindreds or thousantis of dollars. But
O011 are beyond them.
1 the troubles of the worlti, says some one-,
n with the muItipIiýation table. The settler
new country builtis bis bouse near a sprLnq
S0 ensures bis w ater supply. To get water
,he 'village or town is somewhat barder; b ýt
in]Possible. One pumip per bousehold is tli

and every man can stili drink from'i tb -

irs of bis own well, a condition of beatitude
wben the town becomes a City, even on oui,
IdIan ten thou'sand inliabitants classificà-

the ccst of its water supy becemes the
t serions of questions. Wbeu tbe City swells
lie Bize of Toronto' or Montreal, tbe problera
living the people dlean water to drink and
;ash in involves the cutlay of millions. Se

the distribution cf every necesslty of life-_
fuel; so xith transportation frorn pol-t -

olit The difficulties increase in direct ratio _

Ile 817e of the community, the numbers to
3UPpI)Ied.
'Id Yet e-7ery elty In Canada wants to bie bil,
Il bigger than it is. It Is affllcted witb tVie
Ua8e called rnega1omanJa. The town ef t'e'i
'Banid wants to be a bundre-l tbousa'id. affl Cr
Oity of a hundred thou"!a'u amns at a mîIlion,

SOsorganize what 'tbey caîl "booster
'8" to hnorease.the population, wlIth a "slogan,"-
Ï1 "bigq7er, brigliter, busier" tcwn. If you
1l one of tiiese megalomanlacs In, a lucitid
1'vaI, a'id ask hlm-why lie walits a bigger Sî
» e wiîî gasp "progress" ". .more buginess."

a"enitl lie nover rellects that if the city
OFM more traders will press into it, competi-B

'WIlI b-' keener. rents will go ii- with co0 t
[1vinfg and everli""aj charges'. The benefits of

lesare a dolusion.

r ILL anyone who reniembers Toronto forty er
a4e dleny that it was then a pleasanter City,

Ilve 11 than it is to-day? Bloor Street. was the,
theri bouutiary then instead o! being the equiator
a Satiirday afternoon you could walk riglit eut
~the real country, where now there are ra;.iwav

antid strange, exotie palaces. Most o! youir
n" lived within easy distance of Queen's Park.
e Toron9fto is twice as big and twice as lonely.
Be Yu frienu s, you muust go a day's journe
L treet car. Everythlng costs twîce as muoli as

ildf0tYYersago. And yet, 1 suppose the
0'rwor't be happy until ýTcrontQ lias ipread
twadtO Georgiaii Bay and taken in Hamilton
f8ngton as suburbs. 1 -ýonder if they wlll hae

¶eythe. Phere is no lîmîýt to ms,,alomanila.
)Ue i0r1 wi s "Wlihy big?"

renind me of the argument that used to prevail

~IGGER the town, on an averagje th
harder it is to live in. This big-tow,,

'aze, struck this country, flot once bzv
~any times. When is a man better oj
-ina cityof halffa million or aone c
)0,000 population ? ,The answer '1

sggested in this article.

y ARCHIBALD MacMECHÀ?,

,in thep sehool-yards cf O'itar:o, "My fatber's bigger'n

It is the talk cf cb:klren.
The cities of Italy com"iete wîth one anether, it'

iF said, almost to the point of financial ruti. But
tliey dIo not comnote in r-esIeït to size of populatioin.
They bnnast whl ~ 'm t' finest art gallery, the be.st

Suppose C'iaaiani ciVets began to comipete flot ini
mnere slr.e, l-,7 in canie mnatters that ceunt.

Suppose tbeyr began to brag, flot that they wvere
becomlng "monsýtrous tuberosities," but that, they bac]
the eleanest streets, the lowest deaili rate for cii
dren, the lirbtest taxýes, the best appolnted s-hooli
and play-grounds, tie highest salarled teachers. If
a singre Canadian clty spectalized in the single miatter
of ligbt taxation, It would have ail the population it
coulil possibly deal wlth eagerly flowing into ht.

Su'ipose-ht is an impossible, a ridlculous supposl-
tion-that a single Canadian City could justly boait
thiat it had solved the problemi of hous.lng Its working

BIG9ý
people. The big City spels high rents (iLe. ft

profits for tbe speculator anti the iandloîd) and

over-crcwding and slums for the poor. Here is

a chance for Canadian originality. Here is a

cbance for a Canadiail city to miake a namne an 1
faine for itself that will echo ail round the w-cri i.

For there is a limit to bigness. Iu spite of ail

the 'boosters" In the world Toronto can neyer
hoe as big as New York. The frog in the fable

tried to puif hinîseif up as big as the ox, but lie

burst in the effort. Suppose Toronto were the
tlrst city to attack the prcblemn cf the nioder'î

City, the housing o! the working class. For the
city is carried on by the people ixho labor wîf i
their hands. But foi themn, the business cf t,,13
City would corne to a stantistill like a clo0 k
that bas run down. ls it fanec'iful, is it Utopiaýj,
to hope that soins Canadian City will lend ia

xnaking it possible for the laboring mans to haie

a decent shelter for bimself, bis wîfe and bis
children, a real home, not two tooms is a rani-
,hackle tenement?

TS i t too nincl to hope that his chultiren ivill
h ave some place to play in besides the' street,,

that. his wîfe will have some relief frein ber
liousework besides gossip with a neighbor, that
hie huiseif, now that the saloon is abolisdl,
wîll have soine place cf recreation wbere lie ean
meet lis friends? Apart altogether from th'î
demands of social ' justice, the selvung cf tbe
bousing problemi woul be " good business," the
very best of gond, business. We boast cf or

le progresslveness; but eld communities lk
Clasgow andi new communities like those of Newv
7ealand have far outstripped ils inthis regar I.
And wby sliould we stop ai bettering City coq-
ditions for the'working class? Why sdeul n..t
the City bie made a possible place fer-,the littie

Of clerk, the shop-girl, the family man on small
salary? In eachi case, It takes one dollar eut c)f

Severy six, If flot. one out of every four, nserely te
provide, shelter, a roof ever one's liead. Lt ig
tcc ach. There is something wrong somnewhere.

The moedern city has come to stay. Lt cannot
be aboilshed. Nay, more, It will continue ta
grow. 'But lit la not a mnere work cf nature., It

le a buman contrivance, the work'cf human braina
and hunian, bauds, deslgned for the benefit cf ruan.
We can remoul fi nearer te our heari's desîre.
Rcbert Balmer, after thirty yes' absence froni
Toronto, was horrifiefl te ses the sanie oId slum%
In the centre of the City that lie liai kncwn as a-i
uudergraduate at Varsity. In the initerval he h'i-t
ýeeu how mnudl better a city can be managed In the
case o! Sydney, N.SW. Adam Shertt, oue of thec
wîsest men in the country, lias lis ldeas on th4
development of the City. F'oresiallîng the lanC..
sbsrks la part of bis scherne and rapid tranl.,,t
another. In Belgium, thatiks to rapid transit, ,tite
w orklngman could have his ewn boeuse and gard4en
well removed froni the fcuindry or the sliop. Berlin1
owns 36,000 acres outside its preseut encircle, whvicýh
were bougît in the open market and are belng heid
fer railonal development by the community, not to,
enable a few speculators to lfatten on the 'ieeds
o! theîr fellow mcen.

(Concluded on page 25.)


