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The rcturn of a Newloundîand Sealer. The valuable cargo bas been unioaded st tbe docks at St. John's and 18 absorbing the attention of the wbarf ercu

Surveylng the reauits of a season's seallng Proparationa for unloadlng te skias

DURING Mardi and April, the Newfoundandsealers make a stern fight with ice and for-
tune for a year's profits. It is a short
season, shorter even than the SuImner-hotel

season in Mnskoka. It is also, dangerous and doubt-
fui. There is no certainty ini any feature Of it. A
boat rnay neyer corne back; t rnay corne back enpty;
or it rnay return with a profitable catch. A despatch
frorn St. John's says: "The Wal rus is snPPosed to
have been lost April 3rd, during the heavy 50uth-,west
storrn." On March 23rd the Aurons was caught
when the ice "rafted"; her rails, sides and bridge

were cariled away, and the crew were forced tu
abandon ber tenporarily. And s0 it goes in the
precarlous calling of coliecting seaiskins frorn the
ice-fieids.

The exciternent of the occupation rnust be its
ailurernent. We read that on March 2Sth, the crew
of the Virginia Laie killed and "panned" 57,000o
seals. What a day's siaugliter I On a previouis dlay
they lad kilied :2,ooo and on a subsequent day 5,000.
TIen they went back to pick up and when ail the
pans were exhausted the tally was .5,o00 gins short.
Perhaps sorne of the rival boats couid tell where

those skias went. TIe uncertainties of
nature mingle with the uncertainties of thai
which is nlot humnan yet which affects ail pf

What a sight t mnuat be, to sec 200,000
ont tinte, as occurred dûis year on Mar
Unfortunately for the seaiers, they discovi
patdli and reached it a few hours late; t
had begun to "dip," otherwise ail rnig4t ha
secured A kew h ours iade ail the differi
tween a good season and a poor one. T
catch for the eighteen boats wili bc les. titan


