mumcated to the House of Assembly in which his Lordshlp treated the queshon as one -
to be settled by the Provincial Legislature, and declined to mterfcrc with the dehberauons‘ ‘
of the Legislature by offering any suggestions of his own. ‘ R
That the twelfth Parliament having been dissolved by Sir Francis Head, a trenera} “
election was held at a period of great excxtement, and the question of the dxsposal of the
Clergy Reserves appears to have been lost sight of during the political struggle which'
enswed. - That during the first three sessions of the thirteenth Parliament, various efforts
were made to settle thc questmn, but without any' satisfactory result. That at length in
the course of the third session, a Bill which had passed the Legislative Council provxdmg
for the reinv cstmcnt of. the said Reserves in the Imperial Parhament, was concurrcd in by
‘& majority of 22 to 21.
~That In the vear 1839, during the ﬁfth and last session of the last Parhament of \
Uppcr Canada, a Message was sent. down. to ‘the House by the Governor-Gencral, the -
- Right Hon. C. P. Thmmon,bv which the House was informed, that the Bill passed durmg
the prenom session had not reccived the Roval Assent, there bem an msuperable ob;eo-
~_tion to it on a point of form. That his Dtcellencv st:ated moreover, that in the opinion
. of Her \Iajcqtv s Government, the Provincial Lemslature \\ould bring to the decision of
the question an extent of accurate information as to the wants and gencral ' opinion of
socut\' in this country in which the Imperial Parliament was unav ouhbly deficient. ‘
* That another attempt at settlement was made during the last session of the- Jast Par-
liament of Upper Canada, when a Bill passed both Houses providing for the sale and
disposal of the Clergy Reserves, which Blll having becn reserved for the Royal Assent was'
not assented to by vour Majesty. :
That on your Majesty’s decision’ to withhold the Royal ‘Assent from the said Bill,
your Majesty’s Government submitted to the Imperial Parliament a Bill providing for the
; sale and distribution of the proceeds of the Clerwv Reserves, which, so far. from . settling
" this long-agitated questlon, has left it to be the subject of renewed md mcreased pubhc
dlscontent '
And we umbly beg 10:1\'(: further to rcprcscnt to vour "\Iajest\' tlnt apart from the
; ob)cctmns entertained bv the great majority of your Majesty’s subjects in Canada to reli-
gwus endowments, by \\hxdx certain favoured denominations of Christians are kept in’
- connexion with the State, and thercby placed in a position of superiority over others, the
present disposition of - the revenue derwcd from thc Clerg§ Reserves mvestments is

manifestly unjust.

That the entire revenue dem'ed from the mvestments made hefore the p'xssmrr of the

Imperial Act 3 and 4 Vi 1ctorm, chapter 78, has been thercby assigned to the Churches of -
England and Scotland, to the exclusion of the Wesleyan Epncopal and New Connexion
l\hllmdlsts. the Free Preshyterian Church of Canada, the United. Presbyterian Church,
the B'xptxste Congregationalists, and other religious bodies whose pastors have an equal
claim to the designation of a Protestant clergy w ith those of the clergy of the Cl\urches of
England and bcotl'md :

- That it appears from the facts above stated ‘that durmo- a Ion perlod of years, and in
nine successive sessions of the Provincial Parlnment, the R.cpresentatn es of the people of
Upper Canada, with an unanimity seldom exhibited in a deliberative body, declared their
opposxtmn to religious endowments of the character ahove referred to. 'l‘hat the wishes of '
_the people were thwarted by the Legislative Council, 'a body containing a majority avow=
“edly favourable to the ascendancy of the Church of England. That the Imperial Govern-
" ment from time to time invited the  Provincial Parhament to-legislate on the subject of
these Reserves, disclaiming on the p'u't of the Crown any desire for the s superlonty of one
or more p.uncuhu' (,hurches. - That vour \hjestv S Gmernmcnt, in dechmnfr to advise the
Royal Assent being given to a Bill passed by a majority of one, for m\estmw the power of .
dhposmw of the Rexer\'es in the Imperlal Parl:ament, admitted that from its accurate infor-

" mation as to the wants and trcneral opmmns of society (in which the Impulal Parliament
“was unavoidably deficient), the question could he more satisfactorily settled by the Provin-

o cnl Lr-mshtnrc. That sulwcquent]y to the withholding of the Royal Assent from the laste

mentioned Bill, the Amperial Parliament passed an Act dlSpOSlﬂ"’ of the proceeds of the
Clergy Reserves in a manuer entirely contrary to the formerly repeatedly expressed wishes
of the Uppu' Can.xdmn people as declared thrmJWh their Representatives, and aul\no\\'ledrred*

as such in a message. sent to the Prouncml Parha.mcnt by command of your M'gestys“ o

royal predecessor.
That we are humhlv of opxmon that the 100'11 or constltut.lona'l 1mped1ments which -

stood in the way of provmcml legislation on this subject, should have been removed by an
Act of the lmperml Parliament, but that the appropriation of revenues derived from the .
investment of the. proceeds of the public lands of Canada, by the Imperlal Parliament, will *
. never cease to be a source of discontent to your Majesty’s loyal subjects in this provinces.

" and that when all the circumstances connected with this question are taken mto considera= : -
" tion, no recligious denomination can be held to have such vested interest ‘in the revenue
" derived from the proceeds of the said Clergy Resenes, as should prevent further le«rlslatlon‘
- with reference to the disposal of them, - ‘hut we are nevertheless of opinion that the claims
of existing incumbents should be treated in the most liberal manner; and that the
most liberal and equitable mode of settling this long-agitated question, w ould be for the
Impcrnl Parliament to pass an Act prowdmg that thc snpends and allowances heretofore
a.ssxgned and given to the cler«ry of the Church of Lngland and Scotland or to any ot.her N
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