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System ag the circumstances of the varied localities wonld permit. ljhey also furnished
for the new Prisons a draft plan embodying those fundamental principles of Gaol con-
8truction which they desired every county about to build to carry out. )

. The Inspectors found the dietary at all the Gaols different. The boarding of the
Prisoners was almost universally given to the Gaoler by contract at a daily rate vary-
192 from thirty-four cents to twenty cents per head. The Inspectors, after much
dlﬁieulty and oppesition from the many parties interested in this arrangement, have
Bucceeded in establishing a uniform scale of diet at all the Prisons, and given their bgsb
endeavours to take the supplying of it out of the hands of the Gaolers. There are still,

OWever, some counties which permit the old system to continue notwithstanding the
Tepresentation of the Inspectors and the obvious saving of money to the counties them-
selves which would accrue from adopting the new plan. The yearly saving may be judged
o.f by Gonsidering that where the sum paid per head per annum for each prisoner was

erly $124.10 5 year, it has been reduced by the Inspectorsto $36.50. The Inspectors
Teckon the amoynt thus saved at not less than $10,000 a year in this item alone.

& Inspectors have been obliged by Statute to visit every Common Gaol twice a
8% and have visited the Asylums and Reformatories three or four times ; they are
:ﬁllged fo visit the Penitentiary as a Board quarterly ; and one Inspector has to make a

Orough inspection of it every month. i . )
. U every stage from the time they commenced their work they have sensibly felt the
1nconvepienge they have labored under, in not having had an opportunity a{forded them

Overnment, of visiting the large model Institutions of kindred character in England
30d on the Continent of Europe ; to the improvement and government of which some of the
Ereatest minds of the age have devoted their best energiesand talent. Not having had such
9pP°1't\1nities, they were compelled, without any previous preparation of this kind, to put
1n foree 4 8ystem which they had to devise for themselves, and to carry it out under the
Very restricteq powers conferred on them by law, At almost every step, and on almost every

Ur of visitation they became sensible of evils which they could only examine into and
Teport upon, but évhich they had no authority at once to correct. Knowing _ too, that
mong the more pressing, if not more important, matters which must at all times press
Upon the attention of a 6overnment, their representations could hardly receive that
Prompt consideration which would have been so conducive to make up for them in influ-
hee what they lacked in power, they felt that the simple authority to report was all but nuga-

0:)’7 esdpecially when reiterated reports failed to attract attention, or at least to bring about
€me y. :

8till, under all the discouraging circumstances under which they worked, they have
ﬁrﬁa ¢ satisfaction in having testimeny from a foreign country as to the results of.theu'
N torﬂa and from parties competent to form an opinicn, and, like themsplves, deeply inter-
*ted in the great question of Prison discipline and Prison mapagement. y
haye ; e Special Commissioners appointed last year by the PrisonrAssoclatlﬁn_ of Negv Ys(t);v ;
in > Just made a report to the Legislature (}f the Siate o_f New York, of their ex al]; °
duiries into the Prisons and Refurmatories of the United States and Ca_nada.' The re
Port ig remarkable for the evident pains taken by the Commissioners to lt_westlg.at? ghe
mmu.test details, and for the ability with which the general principles of Prison discipline
s\l::cel: Cussed. TIn that report * the operations of the Board are taken notice of, and their
-]

tell; and difficulties set forth in the light in which they appear to disinterested and in-
¢ '8ent spectators,

ut, however imperfectly this Board may be constituted in respect to its want of
ade‘qum.'e

actj Powers for good, however cramped and restricted its sphere of auf.hontatlve;‘
it oD, let ug tegt its utility by inquiring what it has accomplished during the six ){r‘earsﬂ(:

i eXIstence’ in the face of prejudice, indifference, and even active h.ostxllty., or the
G.Provement of the Prisons of Canada. As the resulteof their first inspection of the
i ?ls’ they found defeots pervading them throughout ; in their construction, super-
n endenge, discipline, sanitary arrangements, and all other departments of administration.
¢ describe them all as in a frightful condition ; as, in effect, nurscries of vice, as
» Rep

ork, J. o1t on the Prisons and Reformatories, of the United States and Canada, made to the [ egislature of New

Pyl anuary, 1867, by E. C. Wines, D. D., L- L. D., and Theodore W. Dewight, L. L. D)., Commissioners of
THn deseciation of New York, Albany, 1867,




