THE BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

% CANADIAN COPTRIGHT LAWS.

A Toronto Deputation Points Out Flaws to the Minister of Justice—Mr. Mills
on-the-Power of Cansda to Legislate.

AT % recent meeting of publishers,
printers and other allied interests

under the auspices of the Booksellers anc,
Stationers’ section of the Toronto Board of
Trade, with Mr. W. J. Gage presiding, the
following resolution was passed, on motion
of Mr. John R. Barber, M,P.P., seconded
by Mr. H. L. Thompson, president of the
Copp. Clatk Co.:

Under the Canadian law the owner of a patent
w Great Bratain or the United States who wishes
1o retan the control of his patent 1n Canada, must
manufacture and coutinur to manufacinge sn this
countey, while the onner of copynght na baok
mas «et up his tapen the United States, prnt hay
book on Amenican paper and have it bound by
Amencan workmen, send  half & dozen bound
wepies to Sanoners Hall, London, England,
registey them there. and without expending one
cent i ths conntry secure a monopoly of the
trade hezr and supply the Canaduan ruarket with
Amencan sheets, manufactuning in the Umted
States being essential to secure a copyright in this
country.

Amony ithe 2 subjects under the ninety-first
section of the Hrush North Amenca Act. 1o which
the excluwe lepnlative authonty of the Parla-
ment of Canada extends. are to be found —(22)
I'atents of disunerv and nvention., (23) cupy-
n:hl

Ihese 120 subsects being placed precisely on the
same plane by this Act, it «eems reasonable to sur
fone that the Parhament of the Donunion should
give the Canadian publisher, papermaker, printer
and boaiklonder, wha are conointiv interested in
thav industry, an equal <hanee for a nehliood with
those workinen engaged under the patent laws.,

The Copynzht Act of 158, {ailled 10 recenne
hnpenial winctron and the late ;¢ ]u!m Thomp\nn
centinued unul the ume of hi death to urge the
Butdi Groverament 1o give its sanction 1osad Act,
with statements and atpumen!s <o conclusive
th ircharacter that they called from The Globe of
Apnl 18,5 this inbuate. =" The Premier makes hin
pomte well and ogeupies anncontruveruble posi-
o so L1 as the grarral quation s concerned.

Ia Noaembeer, 13,3, Mr Hall Came came to this
countgy the dulv accredited seprecentaie of 1he
Englal authars accompatied by Mr. Daldy,
representing the English publishers. and aftera con-
{erence wihithe Canadian publnhiers, papermakers.
poaters and bocktonders, a draft bill was com-
pleted, regarding which Mr Hall Caine announced
to the « anad.an Geovernnient thatan undenstanding
had Leen seached wath the Canadran publinshers.
It way 4 compremane. and i the hnes sugpested
were Llnawed would meet wathgeneral satsfaction,
and Mr Daldv on behalf of the Enghsh pub
haters entvented to ths draft tail.

Tha bil b never become law. and 1he unpor-
ant mdnanes representend by the publshen,
apermaker, pnnters and beolbinders of the
Yettnhisedt Are SAgiland o the nterests of the
Amcraan and buglnh puhinbers. papcrmakers.
prnters and binders and are snll syliect 1o dis
ar Ll ttom whn the terne ot the Rntnh North
Aveeneas At stould Pae selived them in the
same manher av it reievsd thove sdinine working
under the Canad an f-atent laws.,

Rewolved ihat the Coanatl of thie Torontoe Reard
o8 Trade Tr e aeved to male strang representa
tans ty he Dhamonaed taneitined! aking ther
vornlerstnn, at an cary date of tha impartant
quet.m anl repectfully unarg them to gy such
Yeararast v Ml e ellect e theadratn bel) alreads
referred S mahing it wbigaten ata donhalkall e
pr.ated andboemd i oty in order to e ure
arad an copy s ght atdd contifioe 1o be 80 printe)
Wt toend suoorder to retain sach cop gt and
that cpeon WCaee fo phnt willin Canada wathin a
v AT, GADL€ GBI Tovauod shaul e Miade Dy mingel
the G acTTERT ¢ Ay e S a Canadian pablsher

a license to printin Canada, subject to such safe-
guards as will secure to the owner of such book a
reasonable royalty upon his work.

VIEWS OF HION. D. MILLS.

The above resolution was presented to
the Minister of justice (Hon, D. Mills) ata
meeting held in Toronto, January 2, when
the following gentlemen were present: A.
W. Thomas, H. L. Thompson, W. ].
Davis, W. P. Gundy, Geo. Spence, D. A.
Rose, Atwell Fleming, S. R. Hart, A. W.
Briggs, E. S. Caswell, J. A, Carveth, A.S.
ltving, J. Ross Robertson, James Murray,
A. F. Rutter, D. Rose, Major Hom, T. G.
Wilson, F. J. Campbell.

The Minister of Justice, in replying to
the deputation, reviewed the subject of
Canadian copyright and.pointed out some
of the unsatisfactory features in present con-
ditions. When in Eugland last Summer
the Colonial Secretary had suggested to
him (Mr. Mills) that if Canada prepared a
mezasure and submitted it for approval it
might be found that, after all, there was no
great difference of-opinlon as between the
British and Canadian interest. To this
Mr. Mills had answered that Canadians
wished only the control of their own affairs;
as strong a voice in regard to copyright and
publication as they now possessed in pro-
prictary interests in any other kind of in-
dustry, and that they could not admit the
right of a British author to make arrange.
ments for publication for.their own market
and deal with them as if they had 2o right
or voice'in the matter. He had pointed
out that while the publishers of the United
States claimed in the market of Cenada all
the rights that the Dominion would be
ready to concede to publishers or authorsin
Britain, they were not willing to concede to
Canadians similar rights in the United
States markets. The Canadian publishers,
he had urged, felt that some reciprocal or
corresponding arrangement in their inter-
esis must be made.

Mr. Millshad also objected to stating a
case 0 that the Judicial Committee of the
Pavy Council might give a dedision in
Tespect 1o Canada’s powers upon copyright.
He preferted to place the onus of taking
legal action vpon the British authors, who
could, if they thought their interests injored,
attack & Canadian Act in thecoarts. He
bad not yet consulted his collegues on the
subject and was speaking solely for himself,
but the following course of action had
occurred to him as feasible: We might,

for instance, pass an Act leaving the
Imperial Government to assume the
responsibility of disallowance ; or we might
treat the law as it now stands as an existing
factor, and provide that in all cases where
the British author had taken a copyright in
the United States, and had also disposed to
an American publisher the copyright of ‘his
works in Canada, that a high-duty should
be imposed on all such works imported from
the United States. That would practically
be saying tothem, **1f you want our market
you have got to deal fairly with us,”” Of
course some readers might object to that,
but we have got to make sacrifices in the
interests of each other with:a view to main-
taining our own political authority. It
seems to me that if we were to provide,
wherever we thought we were being dis.
criminated against or unjustly dealt with,
that works so copyrighted with a view to
being imported into Canada should be sub-
jected to a high duty, we could compel the
British author to deal with Capnadians in-
stead of Americans for the Canadian
market. (Loud applause.)

Mr. W. P. Gundy, in presenting the
resolution to Mr.. Mills, said that,.in 1900,
250,000 books were imported from the
United States into Canada under the head
of **fiction, books and sheets,* and it was
safe to say that 200,000 .0f these should
have been printed in Canada.

A NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER'S VIEW,

Mr, John Ross Robertson was sure that
2all present would agree with him-that they
were fortunate in having = Minister so

thoroughly Canadian-as Mr. Mills’ address .

showed him to be. It was a satisfaction to
him to find the booksellers, publishers and
stationers at last. agreeing with the Copy-
Tight Assodation, which had been ignored
by some bodies, as to-the wisdom of the
draft agreement known as the Hall Caine
agreement, The crux of the whole situation
vas that the English author and publisher
had the Canadian bookseller and publisher
by the throat, and were prepared to keep
their hold until the Canadians exercised
their right to legislate in their own interests.
Every influence was against the Canadian
publisher and bookseller, not only in Eng-
laud and America, but also on the part of
some men in Canada. He (Mr. Robert-
son) was intensely interested in the ques-
tion. In the past he had:been interested
in the-publication of books, and hopsd to
be again. Mr. Robertson also expressed
the hope that the Government might be
able to take steps to provide convenient
methods to enable newspaper poblishers in
Canada to copyright special cables, articles
or letters obtained by them at considerable
expense.

A vote of thanks was passed to the
Minister of-Justice.
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