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coal deposits in the world were located m our na-

tional domain. Nature had given no other nation

anything even remotely comparable to the four

hundred and eighty square miles of anthracite in

western Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Enor-

mous fields of bituminous lay in those Appalachian

ranges extending from Pennsylvania to Alabama,

in Michigan, in the Rocky Mountains, and in the

Pacific regions. In speaking of our iron it is

necessary to use terms that are even more extrava-

gant. From colonial times Americans had worked

the iron ore plentifully scattered along the Atlan-

tic coast, but the r 'eatest field of all, that in

Minnesota, had not een scratched. From the

settlement of the country up to 1869 it had mined

only 50,000,000 tons of iron ore; while up to 1910

we had produced 685,000,000 tons. The streams

and waterfalls that, in the next sixty years, were

to furnish the power that would light our cities,

propel our street-cars, drive our transcontinental

trains across the mountains, and perform numer-

ous domestic services, were running their useless

courses to the sea.

Industrial America is a product of the decades

succeeding the Civil War; yet even in 1865 we

were a large manufacturing nation. The leading


