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to an exactly contrary opinion. The national feud forces itself on the very senses, 
irresistibly and palpably, as the origin or the essence of every dispute which 
divides the community; we discover that dissensions, which appear to have 
another origin, are but forms of this constant and all-pervading quarrel ; and that 
every contest is one of French and English in the outset, or becomes so ere it has 
run its course.

The political discontents, for which the vicious system of «government has given „ 
too much cause, have for a long time concealed or modified the influence of the the two races 
national quarrel. It has been argued, that origin can have but little effect in against each other, 
dividing the country, inasmuch as individuals of each race have constantly been 
enlisted together on the side of Government, or been found united in leading the 
Assembly to assail its alleged abuses ; that the names of some of the prominent 
leaders of the rebellion mark their English, while those of some of the most 
unpopular supporters of the Government denote their French, origin ; and that 
the representatives, if not of an actual majority (as has occasionally been asserted), 
at any rate of a large proportion of the purely English population, have been 
found constantly voting with the majority of the .Assembly against what is called 
the British party. Temporary and local causes have, no doubt, to a certain extent, 
produced such results. The national hostility has not assumed its permanent 
influence till of late years, nor has it exhibited itself every where at once. While 
it displayed itself long ago in the cities of Quebec and Montreal, where the 
leaders and masses of the rival races most speedily came into collision, the inha­
bitants of the eastern townships, who were removed from all personal contact 
with the French, and those of the district below Quebec, who experienced little 
interference from the English, continued to a very late period to entertain com­
paratively friendly feelings towards those of the opposite races. But this is a dis­
tinction which has unfortunately, year after year, been exhibiting itself more 
strongly, and diffusing itself more widely. One by one the ancient English 
leaders of the Assembly have fallen off from the majority, and attached themselves 
to the party which supported the British Government against it. Every election 
from the townships added to the English minority. On the other hand, year after 
year, in spite of the various influences which a government can exercise, and of 
which no people in the world are more susceptible than the French Canadians ; in 
spite of the additional motives of prudence and patriotism which deter timid or 
calm men from acting with a party, obviously endangering the public tranquillity 
by the violence of its conduct, the number of French Canadians, on whom the 
Government could rely, has been narrowed by the influence of those associations 
which have drawn them into the ranks of their kindred. The insurrection of 1837 
completed the division. Since the resort to arms the two races have been dis­
tinctly and completely arrayed against each other. No portion of the English 
population was backward in taking arms in defence of the Government ; with 
a single exception, no portion of the Canadian population was allowed to do so, 
even where it was asserted by some that their loyalty inclined them thereto.
The exasperation thus generated has extended over the whole of each race. The 
most just and sensible of the English, those whose politics had always been most 
liberal, those who had always advocated the most moderate policy in the pro­
vincial disputes, seem from that moment to have taken their part against the 
French as resolutely, if not as fiercely, as the rest of their countrymen, and to 
have joined in the determination never again to submit to a French majority. 
A few exceptions mark the existence, rather than militate against the truth of 
the general rule of national hostility. A few of the French, distinguished by 
moderate and enlarged views, still condemn the narrow national prejudices and 
ruinous violence of their countrymen, while they equally resist what they consider 
the violent and unjust pretensions of a minority, and endeavour to form a middle 
party between the two extremes. A large part of the Catholic clergy, a few of 
the principal proprietors of the seignorial families, and some of those who are 
influenced by ancient connexions of party, support the Government against 
revolutionary violence. A very few persons of English origin (not more, perhaps, 
than fifty out of the whole number), still continue to act with the party which 
they originally espoused. Those who affect to form a middle party exercise no 
influence on the contending extremes ; and those who side with the nation from 
which their birth distinguishes them, are regarded by their countrymen with aggra. 
vated hatred, as renegades from their race ; while they obtain but little of the 
real affection, confidence or esteem of those whom they have joined.
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