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THE C. P. R. AND HALIFAX
The public is entitled to more definite

kpowledge than it now has concerning
the proposal whereby the C. P. R. is to

obtain the right to run its own trains
over the Intercolonial from St. John to
Halifax.

* Halifax harbor is in many respects, one
of the best in the world. The people of
Halifax are entitled to, and in time will
receive, any advantages which may arise
from the value of their harbor because it
is the Atlantic port nearest Liverpool.
Just how much that fact counts for in
transportation is mot yet clear. St. John
thinks much of the advantage is has in
being nearer the West, and so affording
the short rail haul which is the basis of
cheap transportation. St. John is farther
from Liverpool than Halifax, but water
carriage iz cheap and the difference in
distance is not serious. It is noteworthy

in this-conmection that passengers bound
for the West from Britain do not leave
the steamers which touch at Halifax, but
as a rule come on to St. John and take
the train from here. Both ports
bound to have a great future. If each
gets the traffic to which it is legitimately
entitled and politicians are content to let
it go at that, there will be no room for
well founded complaint. National trans-
portation is too big an issue to be modi-
fied by the aims and ambitions of any
particular port—if the laws of transpor-
tation are not temporarily suspended on
account of political considerations.

With these general principles in mind
some attention may be given to the C.
P. R.’s alleged desire for running rights
over the Intercolonial. First let us re-
call that when Sir Thomas Shaughnesey
passed through St. John on his way to
Britain a few months ago he impressed,
upon those who interviewed him his con-
viction that St. John should urge upon
all concerned the wisdom of permitting:
the C. P. R. to cut out the Halifax call|
and bring its steamers direct from Liver- |
pool to St. John, and take them direct;
from St. John to Liverpool. Time and|
again. during the winter months the C.
P. R. management sent out press de-
spatches showing how much delay—wholly
unnecessary—resulted from the call at
Halifax. The general burden of the C.
P. R. complaints was that there existed
no good excuse for compelling the steam-
ers to go to both ports so long as the ob-
jects for which the subsidy is given could |
be served by coming to St. John only.
Sir Thomas, in his emphatic statement,
merely reiterated what had been said on|
behalf of his company again and again,
but in saying what he did he made it
.appear that the desire to avoid Halifax,
and so save time and money, was a setfl
tled conviction reached after long exper-!
ience and due consideration.

What is there in the situation in July
which gives it a complexion so different
from that which it wore in March or
April last? Whence the desire now to’
get to the port which it was then desiredi
to escape?

Sir Thomas was by no means alone in"
his attitude in relation to the Halifax
call. A gentleman who subsequently be:
came Minister of Public Works—Hon. |
Mr. Pugsley—boldly declared at the time |
be was seeking the unanimous nomina-|
tion of his party in this constituency,
that the Halifax call was superfluous and
should be abandoned. He referred to the|
matter of running rights over the I C.|
R., which question was then under dis-!
cussion, and aseerted that the Intercol-|
onial must be protected amply in any;
centemplated arrangement. He intimated |

are

that if the proper view prevailed and the|
. P. R..steamers did not call at Halifax,!
there would be no need to send C. P. R.:
trains over the Intercolonial to Halifax.
After he went to Ottawa and was raised
to cabinet rank, Hon. Mr. Pugsley be-!
came eloquently silent in regard to many |
'wsues which he deemed of burning inter- |
st before his election. One of these is- |
wues was the matter of the steamers andE
the advisability of having them run di-|
rect between St. John and Liverpool. A
burst of eloquence from Dr. Pugsley at!
present on this matter which is of so
much interest here would seem to be
order. The arguments he advanced, be-
fore he went into the cabinet, to show!
that the Halifax call was an abeurdity, |
sre equally strong today. !

in |

Conditions
Pave not changed. The honorable gentle-|
man should re-affirm his views and press,
them strongly upon the go\\'emment:

AN CPPOSITION VICTORY

Hon. Mr. Aylesworth’s statement in the
House Thursday, after which the materi- |
ally amended Aylesworth bill paesed its |
second reading, represented the retreat |
of the government from its attempt ‘
fasten Federal control of the electoral lists |
upon the provinces. By “their long and |
well-conducted nght on this issue Mx‘.l

to

voters—eaying where they shall vote, but
having no power to decide who shall or
shall not vote. The principle of provin-
cial control and the secrecy of the ballot
are guarded, thanks to the opposition.
The government saw that it could not
afford to stick to Mr. Aylesworth’s pro-
gramme, and the Minister of Justice was
yesterday compelled to rise in his place
and announce the terms of surrender.

Not long ago the Manitoba Free Press
was telling Sir Wilfrid that he should
resort to the closure and jam the whole
Aylesworth measure through. In this
Mr. Sifton's organ was thought to repre-
sent the Western Liberals. The threat
was not effective. The making of it, and
its failure, will not improve the relations
between the Premier and his followers m
the West. On the other hand, .the suc-
cess of the opposition in contending for
the preservation of rights vital to the
provinces cannot fail to strengthen Mr.
Borden’s cause throughout Canada and
particularly in Manitoba and British Col-
umbia.

FERNOW ON FOREST POLICY

In an address to the Nova Scotia Lum-
bermen’s Association on July 1, in which
he discusses “A Forest Policy for Canada,”
Dr. B. E. Fernow, Dean of the Faculty
of Forestry of the University of Toronto,
began with this summary:

The general arguments for conservative
forest management are:

(1) That a shortage of natural supplies
is in sight.

(2) That wasteful lumbering not only

\destroys useful material, but wastes the

soil.

(3) That climate and waterflow are un-
balanced by forest destruction.

Nobody in his senses would proclaim
that a timber famine is in sight in Can-
ada, if only the needs of the present popu-
lation are to be considered, for Canada
has at present the largest per capita al-
Jowance of forest area in the world, name-
ly, at least 40 acres, or more than five
times ae much acreage as the next best
supplied countries, Sweden or the United
States.

But Canada cannot shut herself off
from the rest of the world, and in this
modern world questions of supply and de-
mand cannot be considered for one part
without reference to all other parts. Hence
the question of both supplies and of con-
sumption by other countries must enter
into such an inquiry.

After examining the forest wealth of the
civilized world, Dr. Fernow finds that
while Canada is far better off than any
other .country, nevertheless the time has
come when she must seriously consider the
better management of her timber resour-
ces. Of the situation in Eastern Canada
he said in part:

For Ontario, I have satisfied myself that
two-thirds of the province is destined to
remain for every timber country, if not
waste. Applying the same proportions to
the other provinces, which probably have
really less farm soils, the permanent wood-
land area, unfit for farm use, south of the
height of land, may be set-down as one
hundred and fifty million acres. The ques-
tion what the fate of two-thirds of your
territory in the Eastern provinces is to be,
would appear important enough to inquire,
whether a change of present policies may
not be advantageous, even if there were no
concern as regards wood supplies calling
for it. It is true that this area is omly
fit for timber growing, and should there-
fore be systematically devoted to it. This
area located mainly on Archaean rock for-
mation is overlaid mostly by thin goils,
which are liable to rapid erosion and wash-
ing of the soil, wherever the vegetation or
soil cover is destroyed, creating waste
‘lands.

Under present methods, with wasteful
lumbering mo one concerned in the future
conditions; allowing fires to run and to

| destroy any attempt of nature to recuper-

ate, the waste land area is continuously
increasing, and by and by you will find
out the consequence not only in a timber
famine but in disturbed water flow, for
as is well known, now even to. Americans,
water powers and forest cover are in close
relationship. The mountainous condition
of British Columbia, even more than the
thin rocky soils of the East, rules out
most of the territory from farm use, and
predicates even greater liability to destruc-
tion as a result of mismanagement of the
goil cover. In short, all the arguments
for the adoption of conservative measures
such as other nations have practised for
some time, or begun, can be shown to
exist, and find illustrations in Canada.

And what may such measure be?

It is clear that the first step should be
to eradicate the inexcusable ignorance re-
garding this national property. Is it not
common sense for the manager of any pro-
perty, before he determines what is to be
done with it, to become acquainted with
the character, value and contents, and can
a government, responsible to the future
generations as well as to the present, do
less?

The first step then is in a forest survey.
Millions of dollare have been wasted in
surveying and subdividing land, absolutely
uselessly into squares, as if all the land
were fit for settlement. Natural bound-
aries of rivers, lakes and mountains would
in most places have sufficed to locate this
information on maps. Such'a reconnais-

| sance survey should be mainly descriptive,

segregating farm soils and the different

! forest types, with statements of their con-

tents and condition, whether virgin, burnt

| or in good reproducing condition, swamps,

ete. Such a survey for Nova Scotia, for

. instance, could probably be accomplished
. within one season, for an amount not to

exceed $10.000 to $12,000.

It requires men who can gee wholesale,
can recognize types of country and forest,
can generalize and. use judgment as well
as eyes.

And when the lands surely fit for farm
and orchard are definjtely known, it is
proper to have them withdrawn from for-
est use as fast as your increasing popula-

| tion can take care of them, and at the

same time prevent rigorously the settle-
ment or so-called settlement of the unfit
areas.

The speaker dwelt strongly upon the
need for educated foresters in the publie
service, saying:

“To do these things, to make the for-

estry surveys, and organize a service in |

each province, that will take care of the
forestry interests for permanency, of course
a special department manned by men who
understand and know what forestry is,
will be required. Indeed, the first neces-
sity preceding all attempts at a real forest
service is to secure the education of the
men, who can give the technical advice

And this
every other

needed in such departments.

very step, without which

| the Central, it would have to rebuild it.

'with it.

‘been reduced to a judicial rearrangement

would only be a floundering, has been
takén by the Ontario government in mak-
ing the establishment of a Faculty of For-
estry in the University of Toronto pos-
sible.”

AN INSPECTION TRIP

The gentlemen appointed to take testi-
mony regarding certain unusual features,
of the construction and management of |
the Central Railway made an inspection
trip over the road Friday, and all re-
turned alive. They did not discover what
bad become of the $1.200,000 of public
money supposed to be spent on the rail-
way, but at least they saw enough to con-
vince them that no such money could have
been spent in producing the property they !
nxamined yesterday. l

Possibly some of the money went astray.
The testimony to be heard néxt week may
throw some light upon that point. Money
voted for railroad purposes which does not
vroduce railroad results may be assumed
to have been diverted to other ends. If
so, the public ought to know al about it.

Meanwhile the -inspection confirms im-
pressions which were already general. The
road is unfit for heavy traffic. The grades
are very heavy at some points, the road-
bed ie miserable in most places, the curves
are sharp, the bridges are light or old, and
there is no rolling stock worth mention-
ing. The people in the section which the
Central traverses were entitled to a good
toad. The province paid for a good road.
But it is not to be found today.

1t is now clear that if any transcontinen-
tal railway were to think about utilizing

All these facts lead to two. conclusions;
first, that there was something approach-
ing highway robbery in comnection with
this enterprise; and secondly, that the
bonds, which the legislature authorized on
the assumption that the road would be-
come a part of a transcontinental system,
were issued under a false impression. How
that false impression was created is still
well remembered. Leaders of the old gov-
ernment were forever asserting that the
road would be sold or leased to the Grand
Trunk Pacific. If an election campaign
were proceeding the transfer of the Cen-
tral was represented as a thing of the
immediate future. This only meant that
someone needed money. The docile gov-
ernment majority of that day was prodigal
in its provision for the Central—or for
gentlemen more or less closely identified
For a time the public was de-
ceived. Had the old government ocontinued
in power the facts would have been ¢on-
cealed; but public suspicion at length was
aroused and the Central became a telling
campaign issue. If the commission of in-
vestigation succeeds in getting to the bot-
tom of the Central mystery the people will
have had at least some return for the
money the enterprise cost them.

OBSTRUCTION

In summing up the public benefits aris-
ing from successful Conservative resistance
to the Aylesworth bill an Ottawa reviewer
says: “Federal interference with British |
Columbia and Quebec has been withdrawn |
altogether. Intervention in Manitoba has

of the voters where there is an overlap-
ping of federal and provincial ridings and
the provincial registration stands with no
names added or removed. This is ex-
actly what the opposition proposed in the
beginning. Federal control is still im-
posed in six Ontario constituencies, but
it is made wholly judicial, so that the
only objection to it is that it is an in-
vidious and meddlesome interference with
provincial rights.”

Here, then, was obstruction that was
both justifiable and successful. It is the
business of an opposition to oppose. Mr.
Borden, in this instance, opposed to good
purpose. And, “obstruction” need not be
regarded as an offensive word in the cir-
cumstances. The Mail and Empire re-
minds Canadians that Sir Wilfrid has a
record as an obstructionist, and the prin-
ciples he obstructed twenty-three years
ago were the principles Mr. Aylesworth
eought to put in practice in the Elections
Bill which has caused the trouble at Ot-
tawa. The Toronto journal quotes from
the “Life of Sir Wilfrid Laurier,” written !
by his friend and admirer, Mr. J. S. Wil-
lison, editor of the Toronto News. In the
course of his story ‘of the life of his hero
Mr. Willison tells of the fight against the
Franchise Bill of 1885. He says the Lib-
erals regarded the measure as bad, and
therefore determined that it should not
go through Parliament. ‘“They resorted,”
he adds, “to a deliberate policy of ob-
struction, and adopted every device that
the forms of Parliament would permit to
block its progress. They divided into re-
lays, and while one contingent slept the
other kept the debate going. They forced
as many as 25 divisions at one sitting.
They read whole books to the Speaker,
and spoke for hours, even for days, on the
most insignificant details of the measure.
Mr. Laurier was not orie of the more ac-
tive of the obstructionists, but he was in
thorough sympathy with the policy of his
associates.” Here is the statement of one
Liberal with reference to the action of
the other Liberals in Parliament.

The injustice of the Aylesworth bill was
glaring. But for resolute resistance by the
opposition the government would have
listened to the counsel of Ma_nimba Lib-
erals and jammed it through. The ob-
etruction gave the people of Canada time
to understand the bill and to see the
position in which the government had
placed itself by introducing it. The peo-
ple know now that the government had
not the courage to stick to its guns in
the face of popular antagonism aroused by
the opposition’s attacks upon the meas-
ure. The government—thanks mainly to
Mr. Aylesworth—has lost much strength
by this feature of the session.

“A DARK, UGLY MOMENT”

Lord Morley has won no little praise
by his firmness in dealing with the men-
acing conditions in India. Some feared
that the Radical and the theorist would
encourage sedition by weakness in the

face of danger, but he is showing that
he will wos permit agitators to smoke

in powder magazines if he can prevent it.
In his recent speech on the situation he
referred to the prophecy made by Lord
Macaulay in 1836, when he was in India
as a member of the Supreme Council.
Lord Morley quoted Macaulay’s words:
“Tt is my firm belief that if our plans of
education are followed up, there will not
be a single idolater among the respecta-
ble classes in Bengal thirty years hence.
And this will be effected merely by the
natural operation of knowledge and re-
flection.” An this is Lord Morley’s com-
ment:
ation of knowledge and reflection carries
men of a different structure of mind, of
different beliefs, of different habits and
customs of life—it carries them into
strange and unexpected paths.”

Of the India Press Act, Lord Morley
said that in view of the fact that it in-
volved no restriction upon the expression
of opinion in regard to matters of public
pelicy it could not justly be characterized
as a measure providing for the judging
of cases of seditious libel without a jury.
It was no restriction of the freedom of
the press. It was said that the incendi-
ary articles—for they were incendiary and
murderous—were mere froth. “Yes, they
are froth, but they are froth stained with
bicod.” When men admitted that they
deliberately wrote these articles and pro-
moted these newspapers with a view of
furthering murderous action, “to talk of
the freedom of the press in connection
with that was wicked moonshine. You
may put picric acid in ink and pen just
as much as in any steel bomb.”

The situation through which he was
trying to feel his way, he said, was one
which presented difficulties as great as
any responsible government ever had to
face. But he ended his speech with a
pote of optimism: ‘If a crisis comes,”
he declared, “it will find us ready.. We
have a dark, ugly moment before us, but
we shall get through it, but only with
gelf-command ‘and without any quackery
or cant, whether it be the quackery and
cant of order or the quackery and cant
of sentiment.”_

THE ALL-RED LINE

Our Ottawa despatches, recording Sir
Wilfrid Laurier’s resolution presenting.the
All-Red line proposal for the approval of
Parliament, suggest that this scheme is
to form part of the government’s election
programme. It must be apparent that the
plan is dependent not alone upon Cana-
da’s support, but upon the co-operation
of Britain, Australia and New Zealand as
well, and, as Canada can do no more at
present than announce its readiness to pay
its share of the cost of launching the pro-
ject, the launching is necessarily a long
way off. Formal announcements by the
other governments concerned, when they
are made, must be followed by a confer-
ence as to the proportion each contribu-
tor is to pay.

The project is Imperial and commercial
rather than political, and whatever course
may be mapped out should be such as to
command the approval of the leading men
of both parties; for the perfection of the
scheme may well have to include a period
when the present Canadian administration
has been succeeded by another. Thus far
the British government’s attitude in re-
gard to this matter has been rather non-
committal. Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, who
recently returned from England, was still
inclined to question the practicability of
94 or 25-knot ships for the Canadian route
with our present population and traf-
fic; and the 2l-knot steamers of
which he epoke would not meet the re-
quirements laid down by the promoters of
the All-Red idea, who dwelt upon the im-
portance of placing on our short route
vessels as fast as the Lusitania and Maure-
tania and so diverting at least some of the
business from New York by offering a
quicker passage across the  Atlantic and
through to the Pacific coast and the Far
East. It is likely that Sir Thomas, on
his recent trip, formed some idea as to
the course the British government is likely
to follow in regard to this matter, and if
s0- his advocacy of the slower steamers is
significant. The elections will come long
before the All-Red scheme has been
worked out. There is no reason why it
should be featured in party politics.

“OUR LITTLE NEIGHBOR”

. Fifteen years ago a witness testifying
before a Congressional committee on rail-
ways and canals warned American busi-
ness men of Canadian competition in these
words:—

“Our little ‘neighbor Canada, with a
population no greater than that of New
York State, has expended $60,000,000 upon
her waterways. * * * This country is a
great producer of grain and breadstuffs,
and so far we have managed fairly well to
hold our own. * * * But a competition
is coming in the near future such as our
people have never faced. I find that a
parallelogram can be taken in the Can-
adian Northwest equivalent in size and
productiveness to a parallelogram in Eu-
rope which would include the most of
Germany and Russia, France, Holland and
Belgium, Sweden and Norway and Great
Britain and Ireland. We think that we
in Minnesota know what fine wheat is.
Minnesota and the two Dakotas raised
150,000,000 bushels this past year, and yet
we never saw such wheat or dreamed of
wheat of such quality until we saw the
wheat that came from the Peace River
Valley, fifteen hundred miles northwest-
ward from the far northwestern City of
Duluth, in latitude 59 degrees North and
longitude 111 degrees West. * * * Inside
of five years, at the present rate of prog-
ress, there will be a clear waterway
through Canadian territory of fourteen
feet in depth all the way from Lake Su-
perior to the ocean. * ** What does it
mean? It means that all the breadstuffs
for direct exportation coming from that
great region tributary to the Great Lakes
will be carried by Canadian instead of
American vessels.” :

Today the New York Journal of Com-
merce says sorrowfully that something
like a literal fulfilment of these conditions
has come about.

e L

“Ah, gentlemen, the natural oper-:

|

CANADA AND OPIUM

Mr. W. L. Mackenzie King makes it
clear that Canada has been permitting
some of its people to make a lot of money
by building up a traffic in opium. The
“dope” is sold~to Canadiane as well as
to Asiatics. The trade is increasing rapid-
ly, and as it increases there is a tendency
in our western provinces to regard it with
something approaching an easy toleranc
born of familiarity with the facts. Mr.
King's report places the matter squarely
before Parliament, and it must be sup-
posed that Parliament will not be satis-
fied with anything less than drastic action
looking to the suppression of a business
which this young country cannot permit
without deep disgrace. Mr. King's refer-
ence to opium is found in his report on
the claims of the Chinese residents of
Vancouver, who suffered loss through the
riots in that city in September last. He
says: ; .

“Regarding it as an anomaly that the
government of Canada should, under any
circumstances, be held bound to make
good pecuniary losses in an industry so
inimical to our natural weliare, and hav-
ing regard to the discretion given me by
my commission, I feel it my duty re-
spectfully to submit that the operations
of the opium industry in Canada should
receive the immediate attention of the
Parliament of the Dominion, and the
several legislatures, with a view to the

_enactment of such measures as will render

impossible, save in so far as may be ne-
cessary for medicinal purposes, the con-
tinuance of such an industry within the
confines of the Dominion, and as will
assist in the ‘eradication of an evil which
is not only a source of human degrada-
tion, but a destructive factor in national
life. This industry, I believe, has taken
root and has developed in an insidious
manner without the knowledge of the
people of this country. Its baneful in-
fluences are too well known to require
comment.

“The present would seem an opportune
time for the government of Canada and
the governments of the provinces to co-
operate with the government of Great
Britain and China in an united effort to
free the people from an evil so injurious
to their progress and well-being. Any
legislation which may be directed to this
end, will have the hearty endorsement
of a large proportion of the Chinese resi-
dents of this country, who, as members
of an Anti-Opium League, are doing all
in their power to enlighten their fellow
citizens on the terrible consequences of
the opium habit, and to suppress, as ef-
fectually as possible, the traffic, which,
for so many years, has been carried on
with impunity.” :

The use of opium by Asiatics in a white
country inevitably is followed by the_con-
tamination of a great mumber of whites
of both sexes. It is sometimes said by
easy going folk that the Chinese must
have the drug. Recent developments in
China, as well as in America, have shown
that this is not true. Canada should lose
no time in setting ite face against this
evil. ‘

WATER SUPPLY AND INSURANCE

Some years ago a series of fires showed
that St. John’s water pressure was geri-
ously deficient, and the insuramce rates
were raised. A portion of the increase
was suspended when chemical engines were

purchased, and the expectation is that t.he\

remaining twenty-five cents will be taken
off when the underwriters meet this
morning. It is probable that the deécrease
will be accompanied by a request that the
city go on improving.its distribution sys-
tem, and such a request would be reason-
able. In fact, the distribution system
must be gradually brought to a point
where the city will get the full benefit of
the fine supply and satisfactory pressure
now available. The older, weaker, and
smaller distribution pipes will, no doubt,
be eliminated systematically. True econ-
omy demands that this course be pursued.

The watershed and the shores of the lake :

chould be inspected carefully and measures
should be taken to prevent the contamin-
ation of the water at any point.

Nor are these things all. The process of
securing a satisfactory pressure and a
plentiful supply of water for all purposes
has not been untroubled. Today the pres-
sure, quality, and quantity of the water
are not to be questioned. But it is to be
remembered that no longer ago than six
months, the vicious proposal to return to
the dual, or high-and-low level, system was
revived, and actually commanded some
support at the council whose members had
Jong before that time clearly and unequi-
vocally committed themselves to the single
service we now have. Some business men
who had not closely examined the two
systems were disposed to believe it better
to return to the old plan of a supply for
each level—a plan which would cut in half
the value of the Loch Lomond extension
and double the risk that any fire might
grow into a destructive conflagration.
There are reasons for believing that this
obgession about the dual system is not
yet buried beyond resurrection. It should
be. And care should be taken to see that
the water supply for a long time to come
is controlled by men who will give it a
fair trial and whose methods will be above
question.

GOT FOURTEEN YEARS
PRISON FOR BEATING
TWO HORSES TO DEATH

Toronto, July 5 (Special).—For Killing
two horses with most revolting cruelty at

Galt, John Bunyan, a weak-minded indi-
vidual, was sentenced to fourteen years
in the penitentiary.

In order to save the company’s charter
four rails and twelve ties were laid in the
mud at Loyalhanna (Pa.), as a part of a
Pittsburg railroad. :

A Harlem (N. Y.), shop has this over the
doorway: ‘‘Buildings constructed, torn down
and removed on short order.”

MADAWASKA FARMEE
OUT IN FO
AGRIC

\

Ct BEFORE
JLTURAL COMMISSION

The first meeting of the Agricultural)
Commission in Madawaska county wae |
held at St. Leonards, July 2. A large
gathering turned out to meet Hon. Dr.|
Landry, who conducted considerable of
the enquiry in French. Much interest
was manifested. Belonr +iolette presid-
ed and there were 120 farmers in attend-
ance. Speaking in French, Hon. Dr.
Landry explained the objects of the com-
mission and during the afternoon went |
over the various questions upon which
information was sought. The farmers
generally expressed themselves as need- |
ing more good stock for breeding pur-
poses, especially to secure better cattle
for dairying. In horses the Clydesdale
was the breed preferred.

At the evening meeting the proceedings
were in English and addresses were given
by Rev. Father Babineau, who emphasized
Dr. Landry’s remarks as to the import-
ance of the prosperity of the farmers to
the general prosperity of the country.
He strongly urged that more stock should
be kept on the farm, so that the fertility
of the soil might be retained. He ex-
plained that the butter factory at St.
Leonards was' closed this year, largely,
he thought, because of the large market
for milk and butter among the men em-
ployed on railway construction. “The
farmers also were so generally employed
on railway work that they gave but lit-
{ tle time to their farms. He hoped that
the factory would re-open next year.

Rev. Father Martin, of St. Andre, ex-
plained the situation of many of his
parishoners in regard to the land upon
which they had settled. Thirty-two set-
‘tlers, he said, had been encouraged by
the government to take up land which
was the property of the New Brunswick
Railway Company. These men had been
there for a good many years; they had
cleared considerable land, erected dwell-
ings and fences; but they had never been
able to get any title to their holdings.
The government had apparently been un-
able to arrange with the New Brunswick
Railway Company, and now this company
wae exacting not only a rental for these
lands but the lumber companies who had
the lands leased for lumbering would not
allow these settlers to cut even fire-wood,
without charging stumpage. These peo-
ple were in a very uncertain position and
lately were becoming discouraged. He
asked that the commission make a report
upon- this matter and endeavor to have
the eettlers protected in their property.
Their land was fertile and they were
ciose to a market, had constructed roads,
and it would be a great pity to have them
leave the country. Could other lands in
the neighborhood be secured for settle-
men they would be quickly taken up, and
the settiement much extended.

1¢ was shown by Larry Turdiff and
others that practically every acre of
crown land m the lower part of Madawa-
ska county was taken up and occupied.
The eettlers were confined to a narrow
strip along the river from four to seven
miles wide, the New Brunswick Railway
| Company’s line running parallel to the
river at about this distance and prevent-
ing the extension of settlements. It was
urged by Beloni Violette and others that
the government should take steps to ac-
| quire the land on each side of the Inter-
| national Railway. Nearly all of the land
!along this line in Madawaska county was
| well adapted for settlement. It lay in
!the valley of the Grand river, and would
{ be rapidly taken up if arrangements could
be made.
| A discussion upon the improvement of
| live stock followed and it was the general
opinion of those present that an agricul-
tural society should be formed and an_ ef-
fort made to introduce good breeding
stock in horses, cattle and sheep.

H. P. Timmerman, who was present,
was called upon and he promised the peo-
ple the assistance of his department of
the C. P. R., in connection with all their
industrial and  agricultural business. It
was pointed out to Mr. Timmerman that
thus far this season there had been no
refrigerator car service from St. Leon-
ards. This omission would be a serious
loss to ehippers of perishable products.
Mr. Timmerman was glad to have the in-
formation and promised immediate inves-
tigation into the matter.

Hon. Dr. Landry complimented the peo-
ple on their representatives which they
had sent to the legislature, and aseured
them that whilst he was head of tl}e de-
partment of agriculture he would give his
very best services to the people of Mada-
waska county. :

After a few remarks from the chair
man the meeting adjourned with cheers
for the commissioner for agriculture.

Two sessions of the commission were
held at Clair’s on July 3. The attendance
was not so large as at St. Leonard’s but
much interest was manifested. Hon. Dr.
Landry spoke in French strongly urging
the farmers in that beautiful and fertile
portion of the province to avail them-
selves of every opportunity to advance
their business. il

Enquiry showed that there were practi-
cally no vacant farms in the district and
that more land would undoubtedly be
taken up if it were available. No pure-
bred cattle or sheep were in the, district,
but the farmers- had the services of an
imported Clydesdale stallion. It was
shown that the butter factory started at
Clair had not received any government as-
sistance and as other factories were com-
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|

paratively nearby, there had not been suf-

%

ficient supply of milk to maie it profitable,
Dr. Landry adviged the people as to the
necessity of stock improvement, urged
them to Hoin one of the existing agricul-
tural societies, through which his depart-
ment would endeavor to assist them inm
getting the stock they needed.

The evidence given went to show that
nothing but seedling apple trees had ever
grown. The Tllustration Orchard, planted

a few years ago, had completely died out, |

and the farmersof the!district who bought
and planted trees from time to time had
never been successful to get them to grow.

Evidence, however, was given that in the |
settlements back from the river some trees |

are growing and doing fairly well. It was
suggested that if a nursery for the grow-
ing of hardy varieties of apples was cs-
tablished, trees which were * acclimated

from the very start would be available.

for planting and there would be better
prospects for success. It was shown that
considerable quantities of potatoes were
grown but the price was less than at Ed-
mundston or below on account of the el

tra freight charges of the Temiscouath
Railway. Markets for all products for the |

lumber woods, however, were good, and
farmers who were paying some attention
to their farms were prosperous.

Hon. Dr. Landry addressed the meeting |

at considerable length. He first expressed
the pleasure he felt at being able to visit
Madawaska and meet the farmers. He

impressed upon them that the department i

of agriculture was to be conducted along !

business principles.

The department would be very glad to
have every farmer ally himself with an
agricultural society, as much good could
be accomplished by a strong and enter-
prising society in any district. He im-
pressed upon them the necessity of mak:
ing a thorough study of the art of agris
culture, for withoi: this knowledge suc-
cess cannot be obta.ned. An effort should
be made gradually <in this direction.
Through the section of the province which
he had already visited he had seen no
more fertile fields than in Madawaska.
The village of Clair's seemed to be thriv-
ing and the people contented. New Bruns-
wick had fallen somewhat behind agri-
culturally compared with the other prov-
inces of the Dominion; in many respects
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and Prince
FEdward Island were ahead of us, but there
was no reason why such should be the
case, as we were as well situated for suc-
cessful farming as any province of the
Dominion. Thirty years ago these prov-
inces were as far behnd as we are to-
day. ‘We must forge ahead. Denmark thir-
ty years ago was the poorest country in
Europe but today she ranks among the
wealthiest, and this change for the better
was brought about by the development of

!

|

1

I
|

agriculture and in this respect Denmark !

today perhaps led the world.

Next weék the commission will attend
at points advertised in York County.

he Saskatoon Phoenix,

says:—“F. Maclure Sclanders, commis
sioner of the board of trade, left f
Winnipeg yesterday morning. He v

there meet and marry Helen Bevor Di
of St. John (N. B.), and will return
Saskatoon immediately after the hapy
event. Mr. Sclanflers is the third son o.

of June 27, '

the late David Sclanders, formerly of An- '

nesley house, Uddingston, ‘and Lansdowne
Creeent, Glasgow (Scot.), and grandson
of the late Alexander Fortay Maclure,

coffee planter, Ceylon, formerly of Glaud :

Hall, Cryston, Lanarkshire, and Eaton
Place, Glasgow (Scot.). Miss Dick is the

second daughter of John M. Dick, retired ;

banker of St. John and Brookville (N.
B.). The young couple have rented a cot-
tage in Nutana, and will live there upon
their arrival in the city.”

Notice of the wedding of Mr. Scland-

ers and Miss Dick has already been pub- :

lished.

LOST THEIR HOME IN

HALEVBURY FRE

Mrs. McLaughlin of Head of Mill-
stream, N. B., a Sufferer In On-
tario Conflagration. ;

Among the sufferers from the recent fire

in Haileybury (Ont.), were Mr. and Mrs.
Wilbert H. McLaughlin. Mnrs. M¢Laugh-
lin is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Mason of Head of Millstream (N. B.).
She and her husband moved from Toronto
to Haileybury about a year'ago. They had
built the house in which they lived and
had just finished it. They saved most of
their clothing but lost nearly all of their
furniture. They had $1,000 insurance on
the house and $700 on the furniture.

A letter was received from Mrs. M-e-
Laughlin in the city on Saturday and she
saye that the fire had been burning in
the woods around for three days before it
touched any of the houses. The heat,
however, must have been intense as they
were pouring water on the walls the
whole of the three days. At the end ¢

that time the wind, which had been blow -

ing the flames away from them, veered
around and in a few minutes the house
caught fire. Fourteen families were burn-
ed out. Mrs. McLaughlin adds that the¥
have found temporary quarters in a de-
certed club house by the lake shore. Mr.
McLaughlin will rebuild his house at once.

Ottawa, July 5.—The All Red route is
to be a feature of Sir Wilfrid's election
programme. The prime minister has given

wotice of a resolution pledging support to
the project.

In this connection it is said that the
adoption of the scheme by Sir Wilfri!
Laurier is part of the price of Mr Sif-
ton's adhesion to the s:tthment with the
Conservatives of the Ayizsworth election
bill. The motion standing Sir Nilirid's
name reads:—

“That at the imperial conference lately
held in London the following resolution
was unanimously passed:—

« That in the opinion of thiz conference
the interests of the empire demand that
in eo far as practicable its different por-
tions should be connected by the best poss
sible means of mail communication, travel
transportation; and that to this end it is
advisable that Great Br:tin should be
connected with Canada, and thea thrcugh
Canada, Australia and New Zealand by

ALL RED LINE TO FIGURE
N ELECTION CAMPAIGN

the best means available within rcason-

3

able cost; that for the purpose of carry-

ing the above project into efiect such fin-

ancial support as may be necessary should |

be contributed by Greit Britain, Canada,

Australia and New Zealand in equitable '

proportion.’

“That it is desirabla that steps 'should
be
achieve the results aimed at in said reso-
lution.

“That this house doth hereby endorse
the terms of said resolution, affirming that
Canada is prepared to assume her fair
share of the necessary financial obliga-
tions.

“That in the opinioa cf this house 1t is
desirable that the governments of Aus-

taken with all convenient speed to |

tralia, Canada and New Zealand should |

with as little delay as possible, agree upon
a definite plan for carrying into effect the
terms of said résolutior of the imperial
conference to be submitted for the con-
sideration of the imper i and colanial par
liaments.”
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