xinx‘gm'ernment and the E, & N
ray Company-in the matter of the'
rs rights was read a third time
bill was considered in committee
ast night, when J. H. Hawthorn
te sought to have a Proviso in:

Lo cover the case of those who

misled or otherwise, did not fije
claims for consi :
o deration Within
8 was defeated.
E. McPhillips drew attention t
et that there are pending severac;

tions for coal land. leases on
reshore in Newcastle and Nelson
€ts. According wo the act the 'g
is to get grants of the IOX‘eshorg:
.m..l. ‘:;ntk‘r the sea for one mi]»;

'subject to existing rights” g,
*d a definition of what Wwere to
nsidered| as existing rights. ;
p Premien stated to the House tha;
1lid stakings of coal lands would
pnsidered | as Oxisting.rights, to be
with on| their merits, 2
this understanding
through,
next sec¢tion was altered to cover
cases. As drafted it set out that
enses to| prospect for :coal shoulg
fter be issued other than to the
any, should applications be
tained without notice to the com-

This latter proviso was struck
pnd the saving clause “saye as
said” was added to the first haif
e section|
p third rpading of
concluded the
e session:
act to amend the Children’s Pro-
n Act of British Columbia; Hon.
oung

Act tol amend the/Land Act;
Commissioner of Lands,

Act to} amend the Coal Mines
Chief Commissioner of Lands,
Act to ratify an Agreement be-
In His Majesty the King and the
imalt and Nanaimo Railway Com-
, bearing| date the 21st day of Oe-
., 1909; Premier. )

Act to lamend the ‘Water Act,
Chief Commisgsioner,

Act to| amend the Coal Minea
lation A¢t; Minister of Mines,
Act to |incorporate the Menzies
Railway (Company; Mr. Hayward.
Act to |incorporate the British
ire Insurance Company; Mr, Mil-

the “Section

nor

the following
legislative work

Act to confer uvon the Council of
Corporation of the District of Oak
‘tain powers in addition te those
: 1 by the Municipal Clauses
Mr. Hayward.
Act to authorize the B. C. Main-
and Coast Industrial Company,
ted, to construct railways and
ways for| the purposes ¢f its un-
king, lay gas pipes and transmit
icity. and conferring other pow-
Mr. Thomson,
New Rpules of.the House,
Attorney-General presented the
t of the pommittee, appointeg two
ago and re-appointed last ses-
to revise the rules of the House,
noved that these be hereafter the

ker Williams, the only member
e .comunittee left. in .the .House
le Conservative members, said he
ever beegn notified of any meeting
e commiitee and knew nothing of
ommittee’'s work.

Speaker replied that as it had
found difficult to get the members
e committee together he and the
had revised the rules, and early
se n copies of the revision had
supplied to members,

Williams was unable to see why
d not been possible, last session or
to get the committee together a
imes of 4 morning and discuss the
ing of thHese rules,

Hawthornthwaite also protested
st the way the revision had been
ed out and moved that the matter
pid over | until next session. He
ed that the procedings should: be
ed on with proper dignity and or-
however, much members  might
ptimes feel.

SGER KILLED BY
A FALLING TREE

Thompson Met His Death
t Jordan River Logging
Camp '

(From |Thursday’s Daily.)
terday at 4:30 o'clock
accident occurred at the
Paprific Lumber Company’s
Jorndan River. Carl Thomp-
another tree-feller was
ing on a big tree. Before the two
realize, what, happened the tree
b crashing to the ground. Thomp-
vas ‘unable to get out of the way
extricated -it was
d that his neck, back and one ieg
Death had been instan-
companion managed to
the path of the falling

afternoon
pry sad
igan
pbs at

with

when he was
broken.
His

from

ous.
jpe

e body pf the dead ' man w'as
ght to this city on the tug Beatrice
morning, and was femoved to the

Funeral Company’s parlors. An
est is being held this afternoon.
ceased, who has been in this coun-
for about four years, was born in
nark abdut 27 years ago. He was
well known in this city, but ‘was

B-neral fhvorite at the Iumber
bs, owing to his free ma_a.n‘ner-

of the loggers from the camp
e he worked came to Victoria to
d the funeral, which is expected
hke place to-morrow. Oné brother
outh Dakota is known to survive
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DISALLOWANCE
RED HERRING

McBRIDE AND BOWSER
DRAW IT OVER TRAIL

Refuse to Deal With Province’s
Lands for Professed Fear
of Bogey

,egislative Press Gallery,
March 9th.

vening the House had another
on of the **fight-Ottawa’” tlem-
the MecBride-Bowser combina-
proposal of a government
r that the province do some-
) fight against the Asiatic ele-
nts in the population by refusing to
crown iands was sturned
the government, the stereo-

] reason being given that it would

to disallowance. And this, al-
in two government measures
the attorney-general has
placed prohibitions in other matters
which are directly in line with what
t nember for Cowichan wanted ap-

to lands.
(. Brewster made an able speech
to the premier’'s disallowance
showed plainly that under
stitution the province has abso-
1trol of its own lands. Further
;, he drew attention to the
while the government Iis
for a white British Columbia
t all it would do to that end,
nly refuses to enact legislation
within its right, but retains
» statute book an act which gives
Asiatics, in common with all aliens,

e same rights as to property ‘as every

> citizen possesses.

The attorney-general, in reply to Mr.

ter, if it can be dignified .as a

: got off a heated tirade against
Ottawa, under cover of which he paid
no attention to the arguments advanc-
ed by the member for Alberni.

Mr, Hayward’'s Speech.

The bill amending-the Land Act came
up for final consideration in commit-
tee at the evening sitting.

W. H. Hayward (Cowichan) moved
the incorporation of ‘the following sec-
tion in the bill: “It shall not be lawful
for a commissioner or any other per-
son to issue a pre-emption record of
crown land, or sell any portion
f, or grant authority under the
1id act to record or divert any water
the natural channel of any
stream, lake or river in this province
to any but those of the Caucasian
race.

In support of this . Mr. Hayward
made an excellent speech. He said that
he evil which he had in mind was a

menace and must be dealt
with. It might be suggeésted ‘that*suéh
n in the bill would be courting
ywance, but this could not be
urged as a reason against its being
placed in the Land Act, since the at-
eyv-general had Incorporated a re-
on against all but those of
sian race in the Liquor License
Act, and against Chinese and Japanese
specifically in the Companies Act.

Wherever the Japanese had gone in,
he said, there the whites had gone out.
There were instances of the evil of
Japanese competition in the case on
the North Fraser, where, instead of the
whites controlling the strawberry in-
dustry, as formerly, the Japanese had
crowded them out. The salmon fisheries
at the mouth of the Fraser and the
herring fisheries at Nanaimo were
other instances. It was found wher-
ever the Japanese had entered into the
fishing industry that they had got con-
trol of it, The province should mot go
on asserting that it did not want Ori-
entals in when it allowed those who
W in to become part and parcel of

body politic. At a future session,
the hon. gentleman said, he hoped to

1 e to bring in a bill to prohibit

Is from purchasing lands from
as well as from being given
n grants. -
was abundant proof here as
in California that chey had
depreciated property around
they bought or acquired land.
In one portion of the state values had
shrunk  one-third. In Santa Clara
county the berry and vegetable grow-
Ing industry had fallen into Japanese
ands. On the Fraser plairs, the great
growing district, control had
from the whites in the same
way. The history of the negro problem
N the southern states should be a great
warning to us as to the danger of al-
1 a race of different color becom-
lders of the land. It was for us
ke caré that we were not swamped
his later civilization of Japan.
* government would bring in an
"t to the Land Registry Act,
hting registration by other than
ins, the situation would be
ttely dealt with. In this amend-
tonly the fringe of the subject was
The term *“Caucasian” was
lly understood as including all
The best division of the human
ls into five—white or Caucasian,
I negro, yellow or mongol, brown
ivan and red or American,
well to bear in mind in this
1at white men could not buy
Japan, To make certain on
he had communicated with
thanese consul and had a letter
gentleman stating that no
ubject could possess land in
ough as a rule he could en-
'cise. He added in his letter that
@ an intimation that the govern-

session

any

{rom

erever

| early date would give for- |
whites |

s right.
10t hold

If, then,
land In Japan there was
1 for allowing Japanese to hold
t white country. It was for the
rs of to-day to protect coming
ions from the yellow race.
The Disallowance Cry.
¢r McBride stated that it was
.\ml(- to incorporate this sec-
the bill, as it might bring about
nce, which would destroy en-
effect of the bill

|
|
|
|
|
|

there was descrimination against
aliens, and to declare that the provin-
cial \government was as keen as ever
to keep British = Columbia a  white
man’s - ccuntry.. They weré, however,
bound by the constitution, and all they
could do was to kKeep on record the
feelihg of this province: with respect to
the question. They had refused to
grant timber or mines or water rights
to Asiatics. Eventually they hoped to
convince the Dominion that it was in
the interest not only of British Colum-
bia, but of ‘the Dominion to  exclude
these races.

Monopolizing Fruitgrowing.

Parker Williams heartily seconded
all that the member for Cowichan had
said. He ridiculed the premier’s rea-
son for declining to accept the amend-
ment, and declared that the existence
of a Liberal government at Ottawa
was one of the most convenient things
the McBride government .had. It
sheltered behind this flimsy excuse at
every opportunity. ‘If there was so
much fear of disallowance why not
bring down another bill, containing
this amendment alone? He had, he
said, heard Conservatives argue that
it was a misreading of the constitution
to say British Columbia was not able
to take measures to protect itself, and
this argument he proposed to adopt.
The taking of lands by Japanese was
a danger to the province in many ways
Fruit-growing was one of the coming
great industries of this prevince, but if
the Japs ever made the discovery that
they could grow fruit the white fruit-
growers had better get out. Recently a
tract of 200 acres ncar Extension had
been acquired by Japanese, for fruit-
growing it was understood. The grow-
ers in the Maple Ridge district had
found themselves coming out on the
small end since the Jabs had entered
into competition with them.

Mr. Hayward termed the premier’s
remarks as lacking in logic. What
was -good for the attorney-general in
the liquor license act should be good
enough for the member for Cowichan
in a'land act amendment. Even more
o, if it was good for the attorney-gen- :
eral in the companies .act, where
Chinese and Japanese incorporations
of companies which specifically re-
fused registration here.

“If I withdraw this amendment,”
continued Mr. Hayward, ‘“will the gov-
ernment help me next session in get-
ting a bill through, dealing with this
one question, which, if killed by Ot—i
tawa, will hurt no other policy?”

Province Controls Its Lands. i

H. C. Brewster recalled that in the |
earlier stage of the session Mr. Hay-:
ward had a motion.gn the paper, call-
ing upon the Ottawa government to
have legislation enacted prohibiting
Chinese and Japanese from acquiring
or holding lands in the Dominion ofé
Canada. This had disappeared from
the order-paper, and the ‘present |
amendment apparently/ was . taking its
place, . On its being moved the premier
thought the time had arrived to get off
some fireworks at the expense of Ot-
tawa, and the opportunity was seized
with both hands. The condition which
this province had was one that every
member of the House wished to see
abated., Japanese were getting hold of
iand, and as they did it depreciated
the value of adjoining property and
pretty soon there was to be found a
Japanese colony. The premier in say-
ing that this Assembly was not clothed
with authority was going too far. - The
House and the province had heard it
stated time after time what the gov-
ernment would do if it had the power.
But what did the friends of the pre-
mier do when they were in power?
After heing’ driven into it they put on
a $50 head-tax. In comparison with
that the Liberals had gone very much
further. The premier had stated that
when the Canada-Japanese treaty was
under discussion. in parliament the
federal government had power to say
it wanted the Japanese kept out, ‘but
it must be remembered that on that
occasion the Conservative opposition |
took the same view as the Liberal gov-
ernment. The leader of the opposition
wanted to know what the value of
a yen was, but did not care about
the valune of a- white man.

In section 92 of the B. N. A. act,
subsection 5, the premier and attorney-
general would find this among the sub-
Jects over which the provinces had ab-
solute jurisdiction:  ‘“The management
and sale of the public lands belonging
to the province and of the timber and
wood thereon.” That looked as if the
province did have some power. But
there was more than this. Chapter 6
of the revised statutes was intituled
the Alien act and it set forth that
every alien should be deemed to have
all the same rights as to property as
other citizens. Before the government
did any putting it up to Ottawa it was
up to British Columbia to clean up
legislation of that sort and have some
legislation controlling Orientals of our
own. Mr. Brewster concluded by
calling on the government to do its
duty and absolutely prohibit the hold-
ing of lands by Chinese or Japanese.

The Premier’s Pledge. )

The premier referred the member for
Alberni to the Journals of 1900, to cor-
respondence between the federal and
provincial governments because of the
refusal to grant liquer licenses to
Orientals, as laying down the prin- |
ciple that having given these people |
citizenship these rights could not be. |
refused them. The premier intimated
that possibly the 'Liquor License act i
might be disallowed; he hoped it would
not be but if it was something to |
remedy it would have to be done next |
year, and anyway, the policy of the act
would be lived up to the very letter. |
Replying to Mr. Hayvward the premier |
said:

“I do not hesitate to say that if we
can devise some law that will meet |
ithe emergency. for which the member |
for Cowichan is anxious to provide—
but let me tell the House that it is an
emergency that will never happen in !
the life of a Conservative government !
—if we can devise any law that will |
meet -the case I will be only too ready}

i to subscribe to it. But I would remind |

Inasmuch *

uain object of the bill was to |

h with the province regarding

‘ense, it would be inadvisable |
1 r _k, The premier went on !
hat it was the policy of the |

“overnment to
Columbia

disallow
legislation

any
wherein

him that this government has tried for |
the last seven years to live up to its}
professions regarding Orientals.” }

Mr. McBride repeated what he had |
Sh_id as to refusals to grant timber“,|
mines, water rights or land grants to!
Orientals. ‘

The attorney-general made a char-!
acteristic speech on the disallowange |
bogey. He prefaced his remarks by a
little flattery for the member‘ of |
Cowichan and went on to point oilt;
that this bill contained the legislation
providing for extension of tenure * of

—_—

timber licenses following out the gov-
ernfment’s policy. . He was, therefore,
very desirous that the act should not
run the risk of disallowance. He
agreed, as he believed all did, with the
merits of the ¢ase presented, but when
the land act contained a prohibition of
Chinese holding land and a lawsuit
was instituted the late Mr. Justice

Crease decided against the provifice..

Unfortunately, the appeal which was
entered was ' never - prosecuted. Mr.
Bowser devoted the rest of his time to
an attempt to belittle Mr. Brewster’s
arguments, .and to belaboring the Ot-
tawa government, but said not a word
to meet the points raised by the mem-
ber for Alberni.. Like the premier, he
appgared to anticipate disallowance for
the liquor license bill. but declared that
the policy of the bill would be en-
forced,
Hayward Unconvinced.

“I have heard a lot talked to-night
about disallowance, and at the request of
the Premier I withdraw my amendment,”
said Mr, Hayward, ‘“‘but I do so very re-
luctantly, because at the same time I am
absolutely unconvinced. I will next ses-
sion- do something along the same lines.
The Attorney-Géneral made a remark as
to the policy of the government in regard
to timber leases being overwhelmingly
approved by the people. I can tell him
that it has not been nearly so overwhelm-
ingly supported .as would be a law to
keep the Japanese and Chinese from own-
ing land in this province.”

Mr. Brewster said the Attorney-General
had slid over the high points and never
noticed the main argument. He hdd not
touched the matter of the exclusive power
of the province to deal with lands. \

Mr. Bowser retorted that Ottawa dis-
allowed legislation, whetler it was ultra
vires or intra vires, if it touched the Japs.

Mr. Brewster pointed out that the At-
torney-General had been silent also as to
the Alien Act. It was not strange that
he was so familiar with the rulings of
ministers of justice and with all the re-
ferences in the journals. These docu-
ments were dog-eared where he had been
looking through them, finding holes to
help his Japanese contractor client to
bring in as many laborers and as often
as possible. Mr. Brewster read the resolu-
tion moved by the late leader of the op-
position, Mr. Macdonald, two yvears ago,
in favor of extending the tenure of timber
licenses, which was voted down by the
government. The clauses of the bill deal-
ing with this matter were practically
word for word with Mr. Macdonald’'s
resolution, against which Mr. Bowser
voted, and yet that minister .how claimed
this as the government policy.

A Vote After AllL
Mr. Hawthornthwaite moved an amend-

| ment in precisely the same words as Mr.
iHayWard‘s, with the aim of.having a

vote an the prineiple involved.

Mr. Hayward did not rise to the tacit
invitation to vote for his own amendment.
He pointed out that the matter would
come up next year.

‘“The hands are the hands of Balaam,
but the voice is the voice of‘  Balaam’s
friend,” remarked Mr. Hawthornthwaite,
and the House roared.

On the vote being taken Mr. Hayward
and Dr. McGuire voted with Messrs. Haw-
thornthwaite, Williams and Jardine,

Private Legislation.

The afternoon session was entirely de-
voted to clearing the order paper of pri-
vate bills.

The Oak Bay bill was taken up in com-
mittee, Ernest Miller (Grand Forks) in
the chair.

Objection ' ‘was taken by the Attorney-
General to the exeércising of any author-
ity by the municipality on the foreshore
of Oak Bay. Power was sought to en-
force the by-laws of the municipality on
the foreshore, and also to enact by-laws
prohibiting and regulating the discharg-
ing of firearms in Oak Bay or on any
waters within half a mile of.the shore.
The Attorney-General objected in both
cases on the ground that the municipality
could not go ‘outside its own boundaries
in enforcing its by-laws. If any strong
case was made he promised he would
have it looked into.

W. H. Hayward, who was in charge of
the bill, stated that people firing guns
off from boats had become a nuisance,
and also a source of considerdble danger
to those residing along the shore.

John Jardine, speaking for the residents
of Esquimalt, said that if anything could

! be done to stop shooting on the shores in
| the city and vicinity it ought to be done.

Mr. Bowser said he would take the mat-
ter up with the superintendent of provin-
cial police. 5

The provisions as to enforcing by-laws

on the foreshore and prohibiting shooting_

on the water were struck out.

The balance of the bill, dealing with
special powers desired by the municipal-
ity, went through without any debate.

The bill ratifying the agreement made
between the city of Victoria and the B. C.
Electric Railway Company was read a
third time. Other third readings of pri-
vate bills were:

An Act respecting the Saivation Army. |

Mr. Davey.

An Act to Incorporate the British Col- ¢

umbia Packers’ Association. Mr. Mac-
gowan. 5 :
An Act to Incorporate the Facific Rail-
way Company. Mr. W. Manson.
An Act to amend the ‘‘Howe Sound,
Mr. Tisdall.

‘“Vancouver In-

Company. Act, 1907.”

An Act to amend the
corporation Act, 1900, Mr. Tisdall.

An Act to Incorporate the Northern
British Columbia Telephone Company.
Mr. Miller.

An Act to Incorporate the Penticton
Railway Company. Mr. Shatford.

An Act to Incorporate the Comox Log-
ging and Railway Company. Mr. Gifford.
" An Act respecting an agreement between
the City of Victoria and the British Col-
umbia Electric .Railway Company. Mr.
Thomson.

AFTER A WARM
BATH

Do not stand upon cold tiles or
oilcloth. Serious results may ac-
crue from like carelessness.
Nothing so hygienic, comfortable
and useful for the bath room floor
as one ol our

NEW CORK MATS
Price Each $3 75

Come in and take a look at
them, even if you do not wish to
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MORE EVIDENCE
~ AT COMMISSION

W. A. LAWSON WAS
EXAMINED YESTERDAY

Says Board May Make Further
Reductions on Fire Insur-
ance Rates

W. A. Lawson, of R. P. Rithet & T2,
gave further evidence at yesterday
afternoon’s session of the Royal Com-
mission on fire insurance. Questioned
by Mr. Bodwell he gave a list of com-
panies: which had' recently retired from
business on finding that the business
of fire insurance was unprofitable.

His firm had carried policies on the
Brackman-Ker Milling €o. for the
Queen Insurance Company. - The only
advantoge to Mr, Ker in going to
Lloyds was by getting a cheaper rate.
The Queen company had  refuised a
“blanket” policy and then Mr. Ker had
cancelled policies in the Queen to the
extent of $20,000.

There was a great amount of clerical
work in connection with the issuance
of an insurance policy, and the exist-
ence of the board proved of very great
convenience to every insurance com-
pany. Were it not for the board the
expense in issuing policies would be
increased very materially. The non-
board companies di@ about one-sixth
of the business in British Columbia.

To Mr. Shallcross Mr. Lawson ad-
mitied that the policy issued by the
Queen was much the same as that is-
sued by the National Millers’ Associa-
tion of Lansing, Mich., which had been
attacked. ;

Premiums were paid in advance
under ordinary circumstances. Cer-
tain interest would accrue before a loss
occurred, in most instances;

Mr, Shalleross cited this as evidence
showing where the profits of the in-
surance business comes in. Mr. Shall-
cross contended that insurance com-
panies made huge gains by the interest
on the premiums—sometimes 2v per
cent. If the premiums and losses bal-
anced there was still an element of
profit to the company.

Taking up Lloyds, Mr. Shallcross
asked was it not a fact that all marine
and fire companies ‘'had what was
known ' as re-insurance’ with excess
values?

Mr. Lawson said there were treaty
offices—practically the 'same thing. His
experience with Lloyds was that they
did not accept insurance until they had
got a first-class lead in some Canadian
or American company. He could hard-
ly call fire insurance in‘' Canada a
‘“home industry.” There were more
foreign companies than Canadian doing
business. The question "of fire insur-
ance was an importarjg one, It should
be made easy for thd" Public to get in-
surance. Canada did of necessity need
to look abroad for security. He denied
that the bill would have the effect of
making it more difficult to get fire in-
surance in Canada. The bill
amply protect the interests of the pub-
lic. With the development in British
Columbia there would be an increased
demand for fire insurance, but the
companies operating in the province
now were able to cope with all the
business offering.

Then ensued a long argument on the

clause in the proposed bill which pro-.

vides that an insurer may-get a per-
mi: to insure in an outside company
for a period of twelve months on show-
ing that he could not get & policy from
a board company. Mr. Shallcross econ-
tended that the proposal was a most
unfair one -as an insurer ought to be
permitted to get permanent
outside and not compelled to come be-
fore the government each twelve
months and show cause why he shouwild
get a permit.

Mr. Bodwell said there was no need
for him to go to the government each
twelve months—the government would
assume that the same reasons existed
for the granting of the permit as in
the first instance and would therefore
renew the permit.

Mr. Lawsen to Mr. SHallcross de-
nied it would be a serious loss to the
trading community if they could not
get their fire insurance where they
wished.

To Mr, Bodwell Mr. Lawson said as

i soon as the high pressure system was
Pemberton Valley and Northern Railway |

in thorough working order the rates
of insuranee in Victoria would be re-
duced.

H. F. Page, secretary of the Vancou-

| ver Island Board of Underwriters, was :
the next witness and was examined by !i
Mr. Bodwell on the loeal schecdule rate. |

G. A. STEWART POTTS
, DIES AT FIELD

Former Victorian Passes Away
While on the Way to the
Coast

Winnipeg, March 9.—Geo. A, Stewart
Potts, the well known Winnipeg bar-
rister, died at Field, B, C., last night,
while en route to the coast.

Mr. Potts was born in northern On-

| tario about forty years ago, his father, 1
a former English army surgeon, hav-

ing settled down to practice in that
province. Mr. Potts was educated at

the old Victoria college, Coburg, Ont., '

andfon the completion of his educa-

tion took up newspaper work in To-! ;-

ronto. In the late eighties Mr. Potts
came West to manage a newspaper ai
Lethbridge, but in 1889 moved to Vic-

toria, where he joined the staff of the |

Colonist.  He afterwards studied lax

and on being called to the bar entercd !

practice with Sir Charles Hibbert
Tupper and Hon., Fred.
former premier of Prince Edward Isl-
and, the name of the firm'being Tup-
per, Peters & Potts. In 1903 Mr. Potts
came to Winnipeg where he qualified

to practice, and where he had resided |

ever since. 3

For several months past Mr. Potts
had been in poor health, his condition
being -weakened by an attack of pneu-

would |

insurance:

Peters, ‘a |

he took a severe turn for-the worse,
accompanied by hemorrhage and almost
complete. failure of the heart’s action.
His life was at that time despaired
of but he made a partial recovery, but
on Thursday evening-last, in spite of

was in no condition to travel, Mr.
Potts, accompanied by his wife and
family, set out for-Victoria to join his
parents. He was possessed of the
idea that if he could reach Victoria
the milder climate would enable him
to spend much time in the open air,
thereby hastening  his recovery.

LIFE-SAVING IN
COLLERIES

GERMAN DEVICE TO BE
INTRODUCED HERE

Member for Nanaimo Makes
Charges in Connection With
* Extension Disaster

Legislative Press Gallery,
March 10.

The recent disaster at the Extension
mine was the subjéct of references in
the House at an early hour this morn-
ing, on the second reading of a bill to
amend the Coal Mines Regulation Act.
The bill which has been on the order
raper for some time, revising and con-
solidating this act, was withdrawn by
the Minister of Mines at the afternoon
sitting and a short one substituted for
it, the chief proposal of which is to
compel the provision of a number of
oxygen helmets for life-saving pur-
poses in every mine. This & a German
invention and has proved very valu-
able wherever used. *

Hon. Mr. McBride explained the bill
shortly.

Parker Williams spoke of the venti-
lation of mines and gave the House a
deal of valuable information on the
matter.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite followed and
spoke at some length on the Extension
disaster, making charges against some
cfficials. In this connection he said:

‘“The English expert,” Mr. Ashworth,
new residing in Fernie, gave his opin-
ion of the cause of the disaster clearly
and did not take more than fifteen
minutes.. The other experts, Mr. Rob-
ertson and Chief Inspector Shepherd,
did not follow the example of  this
noted expert. They tried to destroy
the effect of his evidence, to cast dis-
credit upon him. The appeared to be
actuated by jealousy. The chief in-
spector took upon himself to demand
another inspection of the mine. The
coroner thought Mr. Ashworth should
go down also, but’ that gentleman
simply said he had stated what he
fcund and was willing to leave his evi-
dence with the jury ,and any miners
who had been down. I obtained per-
mission, after some parley, to go down,
and I am absolutely satisfied that if I
had not gone down the position taken
by the expert would not have been
sustained. For instance, there was a
statement by the expert that’a shot
Lad been fired in a certain place that
morning. e went down and Mr.
Robertson and the chief inspector de-
cided that there had been no such
thing and .wanted to get out of the
piace. I was not satisfied and I hunt-
eq around tHl I found the hole. If it
had not been for that Mr. Ashworth
would have stood discredited through
the inefficiency of the chief inspector
and the head of that department. That
is a condition that should not exist. If
the minister is not aware of that I
draw his attention to it now on the
flcor of the House and ask him to
make an investigation of the matter.

“If the things ‘I charge are true I
ask that he take immediate steps to
dismiss not only one but both these
gentlemen from office. Accidents of
this nature are too serious to be
treated in this way. Jealousy or in-
competency of officials should not be
allowed to weigh with the minister or
members in dealing with these mat-
ters: Inspector Dick, who was really
too old to get aheut his duties, has heen
retired. Shaw, one of the men respon-
sible for the accident, has been dis-
missed by the company. All that re-
mainsg is as to these other officials. Tt
| is a duty very painful to me to speak
in' this-way. I have no desire to hurt
their feelings, but in the interests of
the miners and of the women and chil-
dren who are suffering through the in-
retency of these men I demand an
estigation.”
veaking subsequently the Premler
| praized the efficiency and ability of his
staff, and referred to the conditions of
i constant criticism wunder which they
{ carry. on their work.

i The bill itself , went through com-
n.ittee and stands for third reading.

The House adjourned at half-past
one this morning.

ENGLISH!FOOTEALL RESULTS.

9.—The results of to-

London, Marc!

day’s foothall hes follow:

First division ish League—Bury
| 3, Sheflield Wednesday 2, Bradford City
| 3, Newcastle United 3.
| Southern League—Crystal
| Portsmouth 3.

Palace 4,

Pt R RCEY
RUN CVER BY FREIGHT CAR.
Fort William, Ont., March 9.—Ronar
| Davison, employed by the C. P. R. as con-
| stable, fell under a moving freight car in
! the local ydards to-night and had his two

and left hand' cut off. He is lying
ie Lospital in a critical condition, ang
i Iy that the accident Will prove

MAY BUILD PACKING PLANT,
Calgary, March “9.—It is rumored here
that P. Burns & Co., packers, will erect
a packing plant in Northern Alberta
costing in the neighborhood of $500,000. It
| is expected work will “"e. commenced on
this plant at an early date,

CALGARY ASSESSMENT,

Calgary, March 9.—Final figures sub-
| mitted by the city assessor show that the
assessment of Calgary is now $30,842,025.
This is a very remarkable increase over
last year.

monia. On Wednesday, February 11ith, !

the protest of his physicians that he |

,Lopain Steel Ranges

THE LEADER OF ALL RANGES

Stands on legs, which ensures cleanliness.

Most economical in

fuel consumption.

We also keep in stock All Kinds of Farming Implements,
Wagons, Harvesters, Efc.

B. C. HARDWARE COMPANY, Ltd.

Office Phone 82.

610 JOHNSON STREET.

Phone 1611

ROSS’ DELICATESSEN

ROAST VEAL, per Ib.

ROAST PORK, per Ib:

JELLIED TONGUE, per Ib. .
JELLIED VEAL, per lb. ...
HEAD CHEESE, per lb. ..... .
PORK AND B¥ANS, per-tin... 15c.
PRESSED BRISKET BEEF, per

MACARRONI CHEESE, per tin 15c.
POTATO SALAD, per lb. ...... 20c.
HOME MADE PLUM PUD-
DINGS, each, $1.50 and .
VEAL AND HAM PIES, 2 for. 25c.
PORK PIES, 2 for ...
STEAK PIES, each
PORK SAUSAGE, per lb.

. 10c.

BARGAIN THIS WEEK.

“DIXI” LAUNDRY SOAP, 6 bars for ........... opis 0w Sysecisensens

DIXI H. ROSS & CO.’

e Independent Grocers.

Tels. 50, 51, 52

1317 Government St.

Liquor Department Phone 1580.

THE BEVERAGE FOR ALL WEATHERS.

e EPPS’S -

means
Excellence

Grateful

COCOA

A cup of “Epps’s” at breakfast Warms and Sustains
you for hours. As a supper beverage it is perfect.

drink in one,

Comforting

o

HIGH SCHOOL
SITES OFFERED

—— -

MANY LOCATIONS |
~ ARE AVAILABLE

Properties Are to Be Inspected
by Members of the ~/
Board

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

Tenders for a site for the new High
school were opened last night by the
school board eleven being received.
The prices averaged . about $2,500™ per
acre. The properties afford the board
the chance of making a selection in
any part of the suburbs. The secre-
tary was instructed to provide each
member of the board with a copy of
the offers. The properties will be in-
spected this week and probably a de-
cision will be reached at a special
meeting of the school board to take
place on Saturdwy afternoen at -4
o’clock. The offers submitted were as
follows: .

Miss Short—81% acres on Fairfleld
road, Foul Bay, $25,000.

B. C. Land and Investment Ageney—
lots 69 and 70, hounded by the Gorge
road, Emma and Harriet streets, com-
prising about eight and one-half acres,
price $12,500; Fairfield Estate, on Rich-
ardson street, part of sections 73 and
78, about five acres, price $15,000; Fair-
field road, J. Douglas’ residential pro-
perty known as ‘‘Arbutus,” about ten
acres, price $30,000; Southwest corner
of Cook and King’'s road, five acres,
price $12,500; part of section 48, morth
of Edmonton road to Ryan street, $2,-
500 per acre.

W. H. Maher—Block 47 and one-
quarter acre of block 46, Fairfield es-
tate, comprising about four and three-
quarters acres, * adjoining the -Moss
Street school, $25,000.

Arthur Levy—Block 2, half of block 3,
of lots 36 and 37, section 34; bounded by
Amphion street and King’s road, price
$30,000.

Mrs. Herchmer—Part of lots 18 and
68, Fairfield road, about ten acres, $3,-
000 per acre.

Messrs. Harman & Appleton—Lots
23, 52, 51 and 42, section 24, at the
junction at Cadboro Bay and Foul Bay
roads, about 13 acres, at $2,500 per
acre; ten acres in block 26, Dean
Farm, Mount Tolmie road, east side,
at $2,500 per acre; ten acres on Gos-
worth road at $1,500 per acre; ten acres
on Hampshire road at $2,500 per acre,
and the north ten acres of block 68,
fronting on Richmond road, at $2,500
per acre.

Robert Mason-—Block 11, gection 48,
at $17,000 and blocks 1 and 4, section
48 at $17,400 Grandview subdivision.

Joseph 'Peirson—Thirteen and one-
half acres, east side of Mount Tolmie
road, opposite the University school, at
$12,500.

Island Investment Company—Lots 3,
4 and 5 of lots 10 and 11, 19 and 20,
between Hulton and Amphion streets,
about nine and one-half acres, at
$25,000; lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, about
twelve and five-tenths acres at $33,000.

Elliott & Shandley—Nine and one-half
acres at the junction of King’s road
and Cedar Hill road at $20,000.

A petition signed by H. W. F. Behn-
sen, M. P. P.,, W. A. Gleason, A. B.
Fraser, sr., and others, urging upon
the board the advisability of securing
a site in the sand pit district of Spring
Ridge was read. The petitioners,
none of whom have any interest in the
property in .question, point out that a
suitable site can be secured there as
large as eleven and one-half acres in
extent, or a smaller site, if necessary.

Three sites are specified which may
be taken jointly, and representing
about $40,550 in-value.

Tenders for -the supply of flag poles
were opened and two were received.
The ‘Shawnigan Lumber Company of-

fered to supply six at $55 each, and the
Cameron Lumber Company $40 each.
The tenders were referred to the build-
ing and grounds committee with pow-
er to award the contract. Hinton &
Company tendered for the wiring of
the Victoria West school, the price be-
ing $108. The tender was held for fur-
ther consideration. Hinton & Company
wrote in regard to the account for in-
stallation of fire protection appara-
tus in the Central school. The build-
ing and grounds committee' will take
the matter up with the firm.

The city sent in an account for as-
sessments on the boulevards on Or-
mond - street, which the school board
will refuse to pay. The. amount is
$1,080. The trustees presume that the
collector is in error as the school pro-
perty is owned by the city.

The finance committee having failed
to come to any suitable arrangement
with the eouncil en a grant to pay the
Lalance due on the Bank street school
site, the building and grounds com-
mittee will interview the council and
show that the money should be forth-
coming, as the previous council had
agreed to it, and the first payments
had been made on the strength of that
agreement.

The King’s Daughters were glven
rermission to circulate, printed matter
regarding the forthcoming flower show
st which prizes will be given for the
best essay on wild flowers. The
pamphlets will be circulated in the
schools.

S. J, Black’s resignation as teacher
at the Boys’ Central School was ac-
cepted. \Dr. Wasson reported on the
health of the schools and advised that
the care of the teeth be urged on the
scholars. Health is bound to suffer
from bad teeth he advised, and urged
that the childrenn be taught to look af-
ter their teeth with regularity.

A check system for supplies will be
instituted so that the trustees can see
at a glance what has become of the
stores of the school department, and
the scavenging work will probably be
done by contract.

In the absence of Mr. Jay, Trustee
Mrs., Jenkins oecupied the chair, and

there were present Trustees Staneland,

Mc¢Neill, McIntosh and Riddell.

TROLLEY REPAIRERS
MEET WITH ACCIDENT

Wagon Upsets, Throwing Two
Men to the Ground on
Wednesday

While moving from the car tracks
on Niagara street Wednesday to . al-
low an inbound car from Beacon hill
to pass, the high repair wagon got
caught between the rails and toppled
over throwing the two workmen, John
Lloyd and H. O. Wilson, who were re-
pairing ‘the wire, to the grounds with
great force.

The ambulance was immediately
summoned and the two taken to Dr.
George Hall's office, but were later re-
moved to the St. Joseph's hospital,
where their wounds were dressed. Mr.
Wilson was found to have several of
the small bones of his foot broken.
Mr. Lloyd was more seriously injured,
receiving a nasty gash in the neck.
A portian of his jaw bone was also
badly broken. It is expected that the
men will shortly be able to leave the
hospital.

PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN.
Citizens of Calgary Are Enthusiastic Over
the. Proposal.

Calgary, March 9.—All classes in Cal-
gary are enthusiastic regarding the pro-
posed publicity campaign for this city. A
general meeting consisting of members of
the board of trade, city council, grain ex-
change, Western Canada grain growers,
commercial travellers, implement dealers,
bankers, manufacturers, Calgary exhibi-
tion and lumberman’s associations, also
trades and labor = council and printers’
board of trade, will be held to-day with a

view to deciding upon some systematic
publicity campaign.




