Early Morning Report Tells
Of Action In North Sea And
Victory For The British Flag

Unconfirmed Report of Nine German Ships Be-

ing Sunk and

fand Has Lost the Cruiser Amphion -- More
Money and Men For Britain

BRITAIN. ACCEPTS
CANADA'S OFFER

Twenty Thousand Men Off At
Once To Europe

10 OBLZE RAPDLY

Best To Be Picked From 100,000
Who Have Offered—Lists in
by the Middle of Next Week

Ottawa, Aug. 6—A cable was received
from His Majesty the King and the Im-
perial authorities late tontght accepting
Canada's offer to send a contingent of
20,000 trained men to Europe and asking
that they be mobilized at once. *

Inside of ten days it is expected that
the contingent will be enrolfed and as-
sembled on the training ground at Val-
cartier (Que.)

The Minister of Militta, on receipt of
the cablegram, immediately summoned
the militia council and they were in ses-
son at a late hour, It is understood that
Col, the Hon. Sam Hughes is anxious to
get only the very best men available,

It is definitely stated that Col. Hughes
will not command the contingent nor
will General Lessard, who is at present
on sick leave. The name of the com-
mander has not yet been announced.

Ottawa, Aug. 6—It will probably be a
week or even ten days yet before the
actual mobilization of Canada’s grmy
“ivision at Quebec begins and it may be

. weeks before the force is finally
bled on the training ground at Val-
er. The delay is due to the fact

. the government is anxious to adhere

the volunteer system and to get the
ry best men available. It is also rea-
1zed that for the present at least there
is no very urgent need, for an expedi-

tionary force from Canada, and that as
long as Britain controls the seas, no land
fnvasion of Canada need be feared.
Should word come of a British naval
veverse, present plans may be chmgf:d.
_If the enemy were in a position to risk
the detaching of a few of the war vessels
‘with ‘transports there would be a very
real danger of a prompt expeditionary
force against Canada, possibly not with
any idea of a real invasion ,but with a
view to a sporadic raid on both coasts,
which in the present comparatively de-
fenseless state of the country, would be
decidedly serious. - At present, however,
there is little fear of any sueh contin-
gency, and the mobilization plans are
being cartied out more with the idea of
noroughness than of haste.

The formal order-in-council authoriz-
ing mobilization was put through this
afternoon. Instructions were sent out
by telegraph tonight to the officers com-
manding military units throughout Can-

*ada. The enrollment of volunteers will
not be in full swing until sometime to-
morrow or Saturday.

Officers are ordered to take the names
of all who wish' to volunteer according to
the scheme announced in the press yes-
terday. As soon as applications are re-
ceived at each regimental headquarters
the applicant will be required to take
“thg oath, and undergo a strict medical
examination by the regimental surgeon
or duly qualified medical examiners ap-
pointed for the purpose. The list of en-
rolled volunteers who have passed the
medical examination with a statement of
military qualifications of each individual
volunteer, will then be forwarded to
headquarters.

Tt is expected that all the lists will be
in by the middle of next week. The
weeding out process in order to reduce
the numbers to the stipulated limita-
tions of one army division comprising
21,000 men, will then be done by the
headquarters staff here, having regard to
the representatives of enrollment officers
as to the physique, shooting ability, mili-
tary experience, etc., of each individual
volunteer.

It will be seen that the whole process
4g likely to take practically a fortnight,
while additional time must be allowed
‘3r transportation to Quebec. All the

“pames submitted, however, will be kept |

carefully filed and tabulated here, and in
case a second army division should be
required later the balance of the volun-
‘teers not chosen for the first contingent
»will be called upon.

The department states that there will:

be no trouble at all about equipment or
arrangements and that ther are sufficient
ypplies available for practically the
“®hole of the active militia in Canada,
trumbering some 60,000 men. Rush or-
ders, however, have been placed for tents
and other necessaries, and contractors are
working night and day to fill the orders.
‘"he dominion arsenal at Quebec is also
W{'quing over-time on ammunition of all
~inds and thousands of Ross rifles have
been ordered for quick delivery from the
factory at Quebec.

Precautions Necessary.

Ottawa, Aug. 6—(Special)—The pre-
cautions taken by the militia department
to censor all cable and wireless messages
going out of Canada and to take control
‘of all the main sending stations are evi-
dently very necessary. It is known that
ithere are German agents in Canada who
\are under instructions from the German

vernment to obtain and forward all
possible information with regard to Can-
udian defence plans. The dominion
police and the intelligence branch of the

iilitia department as well as all com-
wpanding officers at forts or other strate-
gis points have been instructed to keep
a very careful guard against the possi-
Pility 'of German spies gaining access to
information which might be used against
either Canada or Great Britain. It is
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Six Captured--Certain That Eng-

London, Aug. 7—The British fleet
has engaged the German flect on the
high seas.

The British warships are reported
to be driving the Germans towards the
Dutch coast.

No particulars from the Associated Press followed this bulletin,
which was received in St. John before midnight, but soon afterwards
& report was circulated in Halifax, Montreal and New York, to the
effect that a naval battle in the North Sea had resulted in $he sink-
ing of nine German vessels, and the eapture of six German vessels
by the British fleet, and that one British ship had been sunk.

No confirmation of this was abtaingble up to the hour of going
to press, but as the Associated Press had sent out the bulletin, saying,
without qualification, that the great fleets were engaged, the other
report, which was persistent, is here given for what it may be worth.

-

Londan, Aug. 6—An Admiralty report Says that the British %

cruiser Amphion was sunk this morning by striking a mine. Pay-
master J. T. Gedge and 130 men were lost. The captain, sixteen
officers and 1356 men were saved. ‘

A previous report said that the Germsn mine layer Koenigin
Luise had probably placed some mines before she was sunk by the
British torpedo boat Lance,

The Amphion was a light cruiser of 3,440 tons. She was attach-
ed to the third destroyer flotilla, under Captain ©. H. Fox, com-
manding officer. Her regular complement was 292 men. She was
commissioned in April 1013,

LANCE SUNK MINE LAYER.

London, Aug.6—The British torpedo boat destroyer Lance was
the hero of the first naval engagement in the present war, sinking
the Hamburg American line steamer Koenigin Luise,  which had
been fitted out as a mine layer. ;

The Lance fired only four shats. The first destroyed the bridge
of the steamer, the third and fourth tore away the stern, and the
Koenigin Luise sank in six minutes. ‘The Lance rescued 28 of the
German crew. 8Several of them were wounded. Two of them each
lost an arm, and a leg of four others was shot away. None of the
Lance’s crew was injured. ‘ 4

" The Koenigin Luise was caught in the act of laying mines some
gsixty miles from Harwich,

The German wounded number 25 and among them is under-
stood to be the officer who was in command of the Koenigin Luise,
They are in the naval hospital at Harwich under guard

EASTERN COAST CLEAR TO HULL. -

Hull, Eng., Aug. 6—The hospital authorities here today re-
ceived orders to prepare to receive 250 persons wounded in the
North Sea engagement, ‘

Shipping firms have been informed that the east coast is now
clear from Hull to London.

FIGHTING IN CHINESE WATERS.

Manilla, Aug; 6—An authentic report received here today says
a German squadron has been given battle by British cruisers at
Tsing-Tau. ; '

RUSSIAN CAPTURED?

Tokio, Aug. T7—It is reported that German warships have cap-
tured a vessel belonging to the Russian volunteer fleet. '

Emperor William of Germany, in. an order to the army and
navy, calls upon all Germans capable of bedring arms to fight for the
Fatherland. .

In Belgium, Germans and Belgians are fighting around Liege,
where upwards of 100,000 men are engaged. According to official
reports from Brussels, the two days fighting has cost the Germans
thousands of men. The Belgians are also believed to have lost heav-
ily. As yet there have been no reports from German sources as to
the outcome of the German attacks.

Austria-Hungary has declared war on Russia, and the Russian
ambassador at Vienna has been given his passports.

inaval reservists and also some German army reservists whe were

/
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“Lord Kitchener is confident this appeal will at once be relponded?
to by all who have the safety of our empire at heart.”’

The term of service for the new men 1is to be three years, or un-
til the war is concluded. The age of enlistment will be between 19
and 30,

The naval estimates provide for 67,000 additional officers and
men, which will make the nayy's strength 218,000 men,

There are no illusions in England that the war is certain to be
a swift and decisive one. The Admiralty notified the public tonight
that the first news from the navy might not be good news. Swift
upon the heels of this intimation came the tidings that the oruiser
Apmphion had been sunk by a mine with a loss of an officer and 130
men—Grea.t‘Brita.in 's first sacrifice to the war.

It is considered that British ships in the North Sea are running
greater risks during the firs days of the war than the Germans. The
royal family shares with the homes of its many subjects the sus-
pense of waiting for news of the fate of the different wnits of the
fleet,

Prince Albert, the second son of the king, aboard the battle-
ship Oollingwood, is one of the many boy midshipmen afloat sharing
the perils of their elders.

Thers was a dramatic incident in the House of Commons
when the feud between Lord Charles Beresford and Winston Church-
ill, the First Lord of the Admiralty, was buried. Admiral Beresford:
shook hands with the First Lord and said: ‘‘Well done.”

The torpedo boat destroyer Lance, which sent the Hamburg-
American Line steamer Koenigin Luise to the bottom with four shots,
only came out of the shipyards last Saturday hardly dry. .

Londoners had a first realization of war brought home to them
tonight when hundreds of commuters who were taking their trains
at the Victorla station were surprised to see eighty-five ' German
prisoners guarded by s file of the West Kent Regiment with fimed
bayonets. The Germans were naval reservists who had been taken
from their ships and made prisoners of war. A goodly number of

attempting to proceed to Germany were gathered in by the auth.ri-

ties today.

GERMANS STILL
HAMMER LEIGE.

Brussels, Via Paris, Aug. 6—After
having suffersd a serious check
eavy casualties at the hands of the
Belgians at Leige Wednesday, the Gere
man troops today returned to the fray
with redoukled ardor and tonight were
pounding away at the forts with siege
and field guns and rifles.

In the fighting of Wednesday the
estimates of the German casualties run
as high as 8,000 men. The invaders
also are said ta have lost large number
of guns,

In one attack a Gezman jnfantry div-
igion, supported by cavalry, mapched on
to mined ground.

All Germans Called Out,

Berlin, Aug. 6—(Via Londen)—The

peror has issued &n order to the Ger-
mah army and navy, in which he says:

“After forty-three years. of peacc, I
call upon all Germans capable of bear-
ing arms. We have to defend ~ur mest
sacred possessions in the Fatherland
and home against the reckless assault of
enemies on all sides of us.

“That means hard fighting. I am
confident that the ancient warlike spirit
still lives in the.German people—ihat
powerful, warlike spirit- which attacks
the enemy wherever it finds him, re-
gardless of cost, and which in the past
has been the dread .and terror of our
enemies.” . it ¥

“I have confldencejn you, German
soldiers—in .each and+all -of you. An
ardent, indomitable will for victory is
living in each and, all of you. knew,
if needed, each and all of you would
dic like heroes.

“Remember our great and -glorigus
past, and that you are Germans., Ged

bless you. .
(Sgd.) -“WILLIAM.”

British Make Capture,

London, Aug. 6—The Ha.mbhrg Am-
erican line steamers Kronprinzegsin Ce-

cllfe, and the Prinz. Adalbert, lying at
the seaport .of Falmouth, England, have
been seized by the government. The
British cruiser Diana today brought
the German schooner Else, from Rio
Grade, into Falmouth. The Kron-
pringessin Cecilie is a small steamer
carrying no treasure and should not be
confounded with the North German
Lloyd stcamer on the Maine coast.

London. Aug. 6—The Leland Hne
steamer Caledonian, which was to have
sailed for New York Saturday, today
cancelled her sailing. The American
steamer Philadelphia sailed from
Quecnstown at 8.30 o'clock this after-
noon for New York.

FIFTY: STEAMERS
CAPTURED TO DATE.

Meagdrid, Aug. 6—(via Paris)—Accord-
ing to official advices more than fifty
German steamers have been captured by
the British squadron to date.

Dublin Demonstrative.

Dublin, Aug. 6—There was a great
demonstration here tonight over the Brit-
ish regiments which were entraining for
active service, Reservists who were start-
ing for England were escorted to the
station by Natiopalist volunteers with
bands of music.

A great number of Unionist Protest-
ants are joining the Nationalist volun-
teers for the defence of the country.

No Gesman Ship.

'Halifax, Aug. 6—British ship Cedric
arrived in port tonight at 7 o’clock, es-
corted by the British cruiser Essex. The
Cedric is anchored in the stream and the
Essex has hauled into drydock to coal.
The captain of the Cedric says that late
last night he received orders from the
Essex to proceed to Halifax. He did not
see any German cruisers and is awaiting
instructions as to further action. No
prominent passengers aboard. Eight
hundred and thirty-three passengers and
4,000 tons of freight.

HALIFX SHPPING

There are a large number of Halifax
schooners in Southern waters, either
bound to British or South American
ports or returning north. British ship-
ping in all the western ocean is scurry-
ing to the shelter of fortified British
ports or neutral waters.

F. K. Warren has ordered his vessel,
the Annie L. Warren, held at Pernam-
buco, Brazil, until further notice. Two
of his fleet, the Eddie Theriault, and
the Emily Anderson, are at St. Stephen,
N. B, and Barbadoes respectively. The
Frincas is on thé way from Madeira to
Barbadoes, and the J. L. Nelson is
bound from St. Kitts to Halifax. She
would at this date be about 500 miles
east of New York.

Ralph Hendry, of Hendry, Limited,
oé Halifax and Liverpool, N. S., said
that they had taken no precautions as
yet, but when the Mary Hendry arrives
at Jacksonville, Florida, from Cuba, to
load for the Azores, she will probably
be held at the American port until it is
deemed safe to send her across.

Mp. Kerrison, of A. B. Crosby & Co,

id that several American vessels had

The British pﬂm mini“’er’ intthe House of Commons, asked for -ggere_d yesterday, b\.xt‘ shippers refused

an additional war appropriation of $500,000,000 and an army in-
creage of 500,000 men, both of which requests were granted. At the
game time the government declared a moratorium in London for a
month, with certain exemptions,
Russian cavalry, esdeavoring to enter East Prussia, have been

driven back by the German frontier guards.

A Tien-Tzin despatch says the Russian cruiser Askold and the
German cruiser Emden, in an engagement off Wei-Hai-Wei have both
been sunk, "

$500,000,000 WAR LOAN AND 500,000 MORE SOLDIERS.

London, Aug. 6—The passage of a war budget for $500,000,000
in the House of Commons today without a dissenting voice and the
granting of an army increase of 500,000 men, in accordance with the
plans of Lord Kitchener, the new minister of war, shows that Great|
Britain has put her hand to the plow, .

A call to arms issued by the War Office tonight says an addition
of 100,000 men to the regular army is needed immediately and that

to make any charter, owing to the war
situation, and especially to.the financial
conditions regultant therefrom. Ameri-
can bottoms will be used largely for
coal cargoes up from New York, and
today several Halifax coal merchants ex-
pect to close charters.

Coastwise Shipping Held Up

Coastwise ghipping alse showed effects
of the depression, as yesterday the
schooner Palatia, Captain Williams, was
laid up in Dartmouth, the crew i)dng
paid off and sent home. No freights
whatever are offering between the coast-
wise ports of Nova Scotia and the Unit-
ed States.

Harry Mathers, of I H. Mathers &
Son, said that in both the American and
English lumber markets everything was
at a standstill.

Furness, Withy & Company were yes-
terday in receipt of instructions nof to
book any passengers ior continental
ports by the lines they represent. The
C. P. R. Antwerp service has been al-
together discontinued, and the boats are

probable that a number of arrests may
be made shortly.

Although communication with Ger-
many is supposed to be practically cut off
it is stated in authoritative military
circles here that there are undoubtedly
means by which information acquired by
any German spies in Canada could be
{ransmitted to Germany by the United
States either by wireless or by cable.
That such secret information was sent
last week before the cable censorship
was established and other precautions
taken, is. known; at the same time the
game worked both ways, and Great Brit-
ain has been kept fully informed of Ger-
man preparedness for war, and of at

least the preliminary plans that were be-
ing made for the present struggle.

As an evidence of the popular scare
which can be easily worked up against
the German spies, it maye be noted that
a story was brought in to military and
police headquarters this morning that
four Germans were encamped on the
banks of the Ottawa river, near the city,
and that they were armed and had sinis-
ter designs.

The police were sent down to investi-
gate. They found three French-Cana-
dians and one
There were no

bottles of whiskey, a bunch of onions,|the steamer Boston

and cheese and crackers.

¢

L

Englishman in a tent.
rifles but there were two |it is a possibility that they will hold

being sent to London as & port of de-
parture and arrival.

The Furness liner Dighy sailed from
Liverpool last Sunday for Halifax after
a very quick despatch. The Digby has
a number of passengers for Halifax.

The Furness liner Shenandoah is at
| present at London, and the local office
i of the line are in doubt whether she will
| sail from there or be held until the situ-
latinn clears,

Pickford and Black have not yet been
fadvised of any cancellation of the
| schedules of the Royal Mail Steam
| Packet sailings to the West Indies, but

of the Halifax-
Jamaica service now loading at Halifax.

PUBLICITY A CORRECTIVE

(Toronto Star.)

Municipal management is the most
important line of public service, although
it lacks the spectacular attractions of
provincial and national affairs. Provid-
ing municipal services, water, gas, and
electricity, local transportation, police
protection, sewage disposal, and all es-
sentials of sanitation involves many dif-
ficult problems, and calls for the highest
organizing and executive ability. Every
mistake brings its train of evils. The
Bureau of Municipal Research is doing
excellpnt work in directing attention to
the importance of municipal govern-
ment and enlisting men of the highest
ability in the directing of local affairs.
Every municipal survey has proved the
need of continuous research and investi-
gation, and the loss and danger involved
in departures from sound business
princilsles. i

n New York the Bureau of Municipal
Research has been working as an inge-
pendent agency for keeping the citizens
informed about municipal business. In-
stead of finding fault with the elected
representatives for such mistakes as are
made from time to time, the Bureau
has proceeded on the assumption that
th'e primary cause of every failure rests
with the people. Publicity is assumed
to be the greatest corrective and to that
end the efforts of the Bureau are di-
rected. As a result the co-operation of
the ablest citizens has been secured.
’];‘here is a more effective interest and ac-
tivity, more intelligent support of con-
scientious officials, more effective op-

1

position to those seeking to use pwyblic|

offices and resources -for private ends,
more lucid statements of public finances,
more efficient systems of accounting and
auditing, methodical supervision of pur-
chasing, with the minimizing of secret
commission and a better recognition of
individual ability. Better opportunities
are afforded for those who would make
municipal politics an honorable career.
The independent work of this self-con-
stituted organization shows that elec-
tion to office is by no means essential
to public usefulness.

Toronto’s Municipal Improvement
Association has already made an ex-
cellent beginning. The Municipal Sur-
vey has turned attention to local prob-
lems, and even if this were all, it has
rendered a valuable service. But it hag
also helped toward a solution of some
of the most pressing. With many intric-
ate problems in finance, in engineering,
in every science that has helped to make

AWFUL CARNAGE
‘1O BE EXPECTED

European Surgeon Estimates on Basis

of Casualties in

Balkans War That

Number of Killed and Wounded in

First Month of

General War Will

Reach 1,500,000—Artillery of Today
Makes Frightful Execution.

(By Benjamin Baker, in Boston Tran-
script.)

That a million and a half men would
te killed or wounded in the first month
of actiye conflict involving the great
armies of Europe is the striking forecast
which ¢omes from a European surgeon
whose position in the world .of medical
science gives his opinion peculiar author-
ity.. This view is presented by Dr. Octava

Laurent, surgeon of St. John's Hospital,
in Brussels, who followed the troops in
the Balkans for eleven months, has
now issued in' Paris a volume on the war
in Bulgaria and Turkey, which is essen-
tinlly a treatise on military wounds and
surgery. The work presents the latest
evidenee on the ‘destructiveness. of mod-
ern land armaments. Its forecasts are
entitled to special respect for two rea-
sons. ; ’

One’is that they are merely incidental
to the main purpose of the volume,which
is the description-and diseussion of mod-
ern military surgery. The author pre-
sents his figures almost as casual con-
clusions forced on his atténtion by the
facts he has had to deal with for his
main purpose. The other reason is that
Laurent is a surgeon of high standing in
Europe, author of a work on clinical sur-
gery now in its third edition, and is a

member of many foreign medical sog

cieties. His statements are to be given
the same weight as the “by-the-way”
remark in a paper by the late Weir
Mitchell, who says that in his experience
in the Civil War hospitals near Philadel-
phia the extreme rarity of bayonet
wounds quite, discredited in his mind the
-raditional horrors of the “cold steel.”

In Balkan War.

Bulgaria put into the field during the
two wars more than 500,000 soﬁiicrs
drawn from a population of about 4,
800,000. In the first war 80,000 men
were killed and about 48,000 were
wounded. In the second war the killed
numbered 16,000, and the wounded about
62,000. The totals for the two wars
were: Killed, 46,000; wounded, 115,-
000. The total of killed an® wounded,
161,000, represented one-third of the ef-
fective force of the whole army, or three
per cent. of the entire population of the
country. The deaths were one in twelve
of the whole army, one in four of the
wounded, and one in a hundred of the
f lation. During the month of July,
918, says Laurent, 150,000 men were
killed or wounded om both sides; and
more than half of these, at least 80,000,
fell on the banks of the Bregalnitsa dur-
ing the six days from June 80 to July 5.
What these figures mean for the losses
in a war between the great Powers of
Europe is indicated by Laurent in his
quoting with approval the statement of
another commentator on these figures,
who says: i

“If you put a zero behind each of
these numbers you will have some idea
of the effective strength of the armies
and the losses that must be presumed to
take place in any war which would to-
morrow set the armed forces of any two
first-class Powers of Europe on the
fighting line before each other. There
would be not less than 1,500,000 dead

and wounded in the course of the first
month.”

That these grim figures are 'within
the hounds of reason seems likely from
the fact that the conditions of conflict in
a great European war would be substan-
tially those of the Balkan wars. Large
masses of troops would be in continuous
close touch, 'and rifle and artillery fire
would ‘be at least as destructive as in
the conflicts of last year. If: the sug-
gested million and a half of casualties

.fer month did not_actually oceur, there
s

no reason to suppose that the per-
centage of killed and wounded to the
forces engaged in large battles would
be materially lower than in the Balkan
wars, : :

Maay Fall By Actillery:

The high proportion of the killed to
the wounded during the Balkan War is a
modeérn feature;that would be likely to
be repeated. Artillery fire, meaning by
that the use of explosive shrapnel, was
responsible for more than half of the
deaths, but for less than one-fifth of the
wounded. Rifle fire was therefore rela-
tively ineffective by its failure to produce
those massive destructive effects which
follow so swiftly on the skilful use of
artillery. It is precisely the reliance on
the large use of artillery fire which
would mark the operations of the great
European armies, and from that one has
little excuse for forecasting any but high
figures for the killed.

Under-modern conditions, many of
those wounded by the small calibre, high
velocity bullets now used would stand
good chances of recovery with probable
small permanent disablement. One of
the surprising features of the wounds in
the Balkan War were the great numbef
of perforations by bullets which did
comparatively little permanent damage.
Laurent reports instances in which a
bullet passed completely through the
brain, or pierced the chest or abdomen,
with surprisingly little resultant damage.
In some of these seemingly serlous cases
of wounds, healing was rapid and un-
eventful. Even bones were sometimes
neatly plerced with small holes, without
fracture, or other serious consequences.
This was not the rule in bone injuries,
however, for there were many compli-
cated fractures of the larger bones, these
constituting a special surgical problem

Flesh wounds from direct rifle fire were
often absolutely harmless; and in many
cases the wounded were back on the
firing line in two or three weeks after
wounds that in the older wars would
have meant absolute disablement. The
mortality was distributed among fifty-
fi¥e per cent. wounds of the head; thirty-
five to forty per cent. wounds of the
limbs. A feature that is modern is that
amputations were done in less than one
per cent. of all the cases treated in the
hospitals. In our own Civil War am-
putations figured largely, but that was
before the birth of modern medicine and
surgery. Trephining, for skull wounds,
was more often resorted to than ampu-
tations in wounds of the limbs.

Laurent gives many details of the un-
usual cases he saw during his service,
while some 800 illustrations show what
serious conditions develop from wounds
of the bones and gervous system.

BRITISH HOUSE
PASSES WAR VOTE

OF

§500,000,000

(United Press Exclusive Cable.)

London, Aug. 6—The House of Commons this evening unanimously passed
a war credit of $500,000,000 for the increase of the British army. This is the

second war credit passed by the house,
voted two days ago.

the sum of $525,000,000 having been

The House of Commons during the afternoon was asked by Premier As-
quith to authorize the raising of 500,000 additional soldiers. The commons was
war crazy this afternoon and the members frantically cheered every cabinet
member who defended Britain’s action in accepting the German challenge.

Premier Asquith defended England’s

course in joining in the war in strong

lasguage, He derided intervention, denouncing Germany’s attempt to bargain -
with England at the expense of France.

“It would have been infamous for England to violate her treaty obliga-
tions,” he declared amidst a storm of cheers, “We had pledged our honor
and to have refrained from action would have been to say were were no long-

er capable of keeping our word,

Previously, the commons had received documents showing that Germany

 had offered to agree not to seize any French territory if England would = re-

main neutral. She was then asked whether the promise would also apply to
the French colonies, but the German imgerial chancellor refused to give a fa-

vorable reply, and Sir Edward Grey wrote:

“It would be disgraceful for us

to make this bargain at the expense of France, disgrace from which our coun-

try would never recover.”

Premier Asquith, after eulogizing Foreign

Secretary Grey's efforts to secure

ipeace, read letters already published which passed between England and Ger-
many in connection with the crisis, the premier ironically referred to the prom-
ises of Germany which had already broken her own treaties.

“England made every possible effort for peace,” continsed the premier,

“Lut war was forced upon it, The government decided for

believing

war,

they were unsheathing the sword in a just cause and in fulfilment of a
solemn international principle that small nationalities are not to be crushed,
“No one ever entered a conflict of the greatest in the history of the world
with clearer conscience and stronger convictions than England,
“She is fighting not for aggression but for the maintenance of principles

vital to civilization,

“The government must make sure that the resources of the whole em-

pite are thrown into the scale, India and afl colonies are sending money and
2 ,

men.
The members of parliament cheered the premier for three minutes, .He
concluded with an announcement that Lord Kitchener had accepted the

secretaryship of state for war.

life easy, it is not surprising that in-
competence should be a serious obstacle.
The clash of public and private interests
and the -attitude that would promote

every difficulty. Publicity, the appeal to
an enlightened conscience, is the best
corrective of every error, and toward
that end there is a splendid field of use-
fulness .for the Municipal Improvment
Association.
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millions of public waste for the sake of |
the commission on a contract increuel




