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Much Business
' Before Council

City May Appoint_ a Milk
Inspector

5 1917

THE EVENING

{ OUR STORES OPEN AT 830, CLOSE AT 6, SATURDAYS 10 P.M. )

Fall
Footwear
Opening

The largest cities would
readily commend the fash-
ionable footwear we have
to show you.

Situatien Discussed

Matter of Inspector en the Work
at New West Side Warehouse;

Homor Roll For Police Sug-
gested

In our windows and

Notice of motion for the apppintment

V i . of a milk inspector in the city was given

throughout our Three Retail Stores you will find the very new- yesterday afterncon by Commissioner
[

est styles in Fall Footwear.
We Invite You to Visit Our Stores During This Week.

Not necessarily to make a purchase, but allow us to introduce
our Fall Styles for your inspection. Our stock is most complete.
You could buy nothing more up-to-date in New York or Boston
than we are showing this week.

Make Our Stores ‘‘Your Home for Reliable Footwear’’
: Our Slogan:—*‘Service and Quality.’’

3 STORES
212 Union Street . 677 Main Street

McLellan whén the milk situation was
discussed by the city council. The com-
missioner believed the city should take
immediate action in not only the milk
situation but also with respect to other
matters. If necessary, he said, the city
should become a dealer in milk. He be-
lieved that before the winter was over
the city would become a dealer in many
things, includiiig coal and necessary pro-
visiens,

Commissioner McLellan ‘discussed the
matter at length. He believed the farm-
efs were justified in increasing their
rates and he thought the local dealers
were much to blame. He referred to one
man who a few years ago, he said,
“hadn’t a cent” but was now able to
buy a brick building and a fine residence.

He declared that even if the price did
g0 up to the consumer the appointment
of an inspector to see that the milk
touches the mark demanded by the pure
food law would give satisfaction to the
people. Pure milk would go much
farther and would provide greater nutri-
ment than that now used.

The commissioner thought, and his
view was supported by Commissioner
Wigmore; that a good deal of the deal-
ers’ expénse was occasioned by delivery
and it was thought a more systematic
lay out of routes would reduce the price

A Clean, Free Burning, Carefully Prepared Hard Coal
0 to t}xe consumer. . ;
_ For Sale Only By Finally it was decided to Investigate

v the matter. The quéstion was referred
CONSUMERS’ COAL CO.LTD.

September Home-Furnishing Sale !

FOR THOSE WHO ARE TAKING UP THEIR CITY RESIDENCES
AFTER THE SUMMER HOIADAYS, WE ARE
OFFERING

MANY BEAUTIFUL 0DD -PIECES AND COMPLETE LINES
OF FURNITURE

SUITABLE FOR THE DIFFERENT ROOMS AND MOST
DESIRABLE

For Furnishing or Rearranging The Home

FANCY TABLES, CHAIRS, ROCKERS, STANDS, TABOURETTES,
BOOKCASES, ELECTRIC LAMPS, ETC., ALL

61 King Street

ADI0 COAL

TRADE NAME
Copyrighted

to the mayor, who will bring it to the
attention of the minister of labor. If the| ||
matter is not settled by next week a mo-
tion will be made to the council to ap-
- point an inspector.
" The mayor introduced the milk ques-
tion at the council meeting. He reviewed
the situation from both the dealers’ and
the producers’ standpoint. . He advanced
|| the view of certain dealers that if the
government would put an embargo on the
export of heavy feed to the States it
would have considerable effect on réduc-
ing the cost of production. The mayor
said that many farmers were talking of
disposing of their cows and not selling

AT SPECIAL PRICES FOR ONE WEEK

AND SHOWN IN OUR FURNISHED ROOM SECTION
SECOND FLOOR—MARKET SQUARE

C

e

| BROAD COVE SsofFT COAL

For Immediate Delivery

CONSUMERS’ COAL CO. LTD.

'PHONE 1913

A Farcical Food Control

(Toronto Star.)

The Hon. W. J. Hanna’s appointment
as food controller was announced on the
20th June last. Let us summarize fully
all his activities since.

He journeyed to the United States to
confer with H. C. Hoover, the American
Food Controller.

On the 28th of June, Mr. Hanna issued
an appeal to the Canadian people urging
(1)) Maximum production; (2) Largest
possible consumption of perishable food-
stuffs in order to liberate storable foods
for transportation; (8) Prevention of
food waste; (4) Utilization and creation
of volanteer bodies to assist in increasing
and_gbnserving food supplies; (5) Ad-
ditidflal production of perishable pro-
ducts to fill domestic wants.

He gave his first public address as
food controller in Toronto on the 6th of
July, and emphasized the necessity of
conserving from one-third to two-fifths
of wheat foods consumed in Canada to
meet shortage of the allies in Europe,
and bespoke the co-operation of the
hotels, restaurants, public eating-places,
and homes in bringing about an enorm-
ous saving. He also promised to take
steps to lower the price of fish.

Begins to Talk of Compulsion,

Five days later he issued & statement
declaring that the consumption of wheat,
beef, and bacon must be reduced by at
least one-third. .

A committee to deal with the Cana-
dian fish problem was appointed in the
first part of July.

On the 17th of July Mr. Hanna, in a
.speech at Montreal, hinted at some form
of compulsion * and at price-fixing,
though he said he “hesitated? to resort
to the latter. He is still “hesitating.”

Two days later he hinted in a state-
ment at the possibility of the fish com-
mittee’s assuming control of the distri-
bution of fish,

On the 28rd of July at Convocation
Hell, Toronto, he insisted .on the neces-
sit® of food conservation in Canada, if
tae troops and the Empire are to be fed,
condemned food manipulators, and said
that food prices would be fixed (in cases
where we have the necessary data). Yet
®0 date, no prices have been fixed.

On the 8rd of August pledge cards
agreeing to carry out the
troller’s advice and directions were sent
out.

After a great flourish of trumpets and
unlimited free advertising from the press,

R T A s e e I T oy e s S A7

Food Control in St. John

food con-|

the shipment of cod and haddock to To-
ronto, to be sold at ten cents a pound
by the whole fish, was inaugurated on
the 7th of .August.

On the 9th of August an order-in-
council was passed prohibiting the serv-
ing of beef and bacon on Tuesdays and
Fridays, and at more than one meal on
any other day. Further, wheat was for-
bidden to be used in the manufacture of
alcohol—although practical none was
being so used. Great quantities of grain
used for other beverages were not inter-
fered with,

His Etror Over Bread.

On the 20th of August Mr. Hanna, in
the course of a statement explained the
reason for bread being much cheaper in
Great Britain than in this country as
being that the British government paid
the differences in price. This was im-
mediately shown to be erroneous, no
proportion of the cost of bread in Great
Britain having been up to that date de-
frayed by the British government.

On the 23rd of August, an embargo
was placed on canned corn, peas, toma-
toes, beans, celery, beets, spinach, rhu-
barb, and pumpkins.

On the 28th of August, Mr. Hanna de-
clared at the exhibition that “we can-
not arbitrarily fix the prices of any com-
modity in disregard of the law of sup-
ply and demand”—but did not explain

| why such fixing should be impracticable

here, when it is easily practicable in
other countries, .

If ever there was a case of a mountain
being in labor and bringing forth a
mouse, it is our food controllership.
What is the net result of its “efforts”
to date?

Nothing whatever has been done as
regards price control—the fish scheme is
a piece of feeble futility which has not
really reduced the price to the consumer.

Caused Run on Other Meat.

As tegards food conservation, while
the banning of beef and bacon in public
eating places on Tuesdays and Fridays
may have done something to conserve
these two commodities, it has unques-
tionally caused a run on mutton, chicken,
lamb, and veal. So that it is almost “as
broad as it is long,” except that the con-
sumption of immature animals in the
form of lamb and veal is even more to
be deprecated, from the point of view of
the national food supply, than the con-
sumption of mature animals in the shape¢

The meeting called for Thursday After-
noon at 3 o’clock, at the Board of Trade
Rooms, will be heid instead at

‘The Seamen’s Mission Hall

AT THE SAME HOUR, ON

Thursday, September 6th

A LARGE ATTENDANCE OF MEN AND WOMEN
IS URGENTLY REQUESTED

Dr. Jas. W. Robertson. Chairman of the Central
Advisory Council to the Food Controlier, will
be present to explain the gravity of the situa-
tion and to assist in the further organization of

the citizens of St. John

milk at all

Commissioner Wigmore thought that
the minister of labor should be appealed
to and the mayor believed he would have
experts who would surely have knowl-
cdge of the true situation and whether
or not the demands were justified.

Commissioner Wigmore moved, there-
fore, that the matter be referred to the
mayor to be in turn referred to the food
controller,

“Most of the people haven’t been get-
ting. milk, anyway,” said Commissioner
McLellan. “It is mostly skimmed milk.
Who is getting the bigger profit, the
farmers or the dealers? Apparently it
appecared at the last investigation that
the dealers were not making much. I
have changed my mind since then. The
farmers are paying $56 a ton for feed
where they used to pay $28. This talk
about feeding their cows grass is ridi-
culous. Where can you find a farmer
around this section who can afford to
rest back? But there are dealers who can
buy brick buildings and fine residences.
I would prefer to take the statement of
the farmers to that of the dealers. The
latter say that if the demanded increase
is paid, the consumer imust meet it. But
the dealers did not prove that their
statements at the last investigation were
correct.”

Reference was made by the mayor to
bringing the problem to the attention of
the government.

“The government will only condene,”
went on the commissioner, “just as they
are condoning the flour mills. You will
get no satisfaction.”

The commissioner said that consider-
able of the dealers’ expense was due to
delivery. Instead of dealers scattering
their supply all over the city he though
it would be to the consumer’s advantage
to have the city divided into districts.

The mayor remarked that this might
be considered a combine by the minister
of labor.

“The community is bigger than any
minister,” the commissioner went on. It
knows the situation better and knows
what it wants.”

“I propose to move that St. John has a
milk inspector. I'd like to know where

idealers get all their cream. There are

not enough cows in Kings county Yo pro-
duce all the milk and all the cream
coming here. What do th¢y do? They
buy milk. I'm from Missouri. They've
got to show me that they buy all their
cream as creamn. If they do nothing
more I'm going to see that the milk here-
after is up to the pure food law. This
will be a satisfaction to citizens at any
rate.”

The commissioner discussed the vari-
ous problems of the day and said that
people here were not going to freeze, nor
were they going to be without milk.

“If it must be, the city will have to
establish depots for the distribution of
fuel and provisions.”

Commissioner Fisher felt that the mat-
ter should be gone into thoroughly. The
matter of inspection did not have to do
with supply or price. He though the

of beef and bacon. The priées of mut-
ton, veal, and lamb have naturally soar-
ed.

A Farce, Not a Force.

Canada’s Food Control is not a force
but a farce. Whatever success may at-
tend his efforts in food conservation—
and in this direction his success looks
nebulous and problematical—he has fail-
ed in his prime and primary duty of re-
ducing the enormous prices charged for
food necessities to the people of a great
food-exporting country.

Today we are reading of the efforts
of the British Food Controller to master
rrices in Britain,
no help from Canada.
thing plaintive in his

There is some-
statement that

“impcrted prices are mainly determined |

by the market prices ruling in foreign
countries over which the food controller
(British) has no control.” Will it
awaken the authorities here to the needs
of the situation, or will an embargo be
necessary?

He has been getting|

%ﬁ . Manchester Robertson Allison, Limited

city could make use of the dominion in-
spector at less ¢ost than by appointing a

city inspector.
Commissioner McLellan—"Who is he?”
Commissioner Fisher—“John C. Fergu-
son.”
Commissioner McLellan—“Is he out on
the job?”
Commissioner
year.”
Commissioner Fisher—“We  cunnot
side with either the farmers or the deal-
ers. We might inquire if we cpuld get
milk from Quebec or Nova Scotia.”
Commissioner McLellan—“We did that
a year ago and found we couldn’t.”
Commissioner Russell, while he did
not approve of all Commissioner McLel-
lan said, believed something should be
done. When Commissioner McLellan
moved for the appointment of an in-
spector he would second it.

Wigmore—“Once = a

the farmers could not produce milk at
forty cents per eight quart can. He re-
ferred to one farmer in Kings county
who three years ago had seventy-five
cows. Now he has but thirty and he
says he is working out of the business.
The dealers are making little money, too
the c¢ommissioner stated, with the ex-
ception of one man, who, he said, was
the only one in the city who bought on
the butter fat test.

Commissioner McLellan—“My idea is
that if we can’t get milk in the ordinay
way St. John must buy milk. Before the
winter is over St. John may betome a
dealer in many things. I hope not, but
it is up to the authorities to see that
people fare well through the winter. Tt
is in-Cleveland, I think, where the eivic
authorities became a dealer in different
things until now the city deals in all ag-
ricultural products. Regarding coal, we
are only delaying. If we wait much
longer we won’t have the bottoms to
bring a supply here.”

Commissioner Wigmore—*“It is the cost
of delivering milk that counts. If it
weére done more systematically the milk
would be cheaper. But you can’t shove
the dealers out.”

Commissioner McLellan—*If the deal-
ers refuse to pay the price and the city
will, who will get it?”

The original motion was adopted.

The Coal Situation.

The discussion then drifted to the coal
question.

“] am not a socialist,” sald Commis-
sioner McLellan, “but all the profits
made in Canada out of the war must go
back to the people or there will be civil
war.”

The mayor drew attention to the
profits made by certain officials on bacon.

On motion of Commissioner MeLellan,
who declared that the specifications for
the contract were indefinite and who as-
serted that the city engineer was not
competent to supervise the work, the
the common council yesterday afternoon
appointed John Adams as inspector of
the construction work of rebuilding No.
8 shed and pier, which work is to be
done by Kane & Ring.

Commissioner McLellan expressed
himself strongly on the stand he took in
connection with this contract, stating in
his criticism of the specifications that in

! the estimate-shown to him provision was

made for fifty-one dootrs, while by actual
measurement there was room for Dut
twenty-seven. He declared, too, that no
provision was made for linking up the
new work with the old. Specifications
were so indefinite, he said, that one
tenderer left out heating and plumbing
atsolutely, another tendered on heating

and no plumbing and still another
plumbing and no heating.

The mayor reported that he had re-
ceived from Premier Foster a report on
the coal situation as submitted by Dr. J.
H. Frink, which was given to the council
on the condition that certain parts neces-
sarily be kept confidential.

On recommendacion of the mayor the

on

discount of 10 per cent. on water rates

Commissioner Wigmore argued thatf

will be allowed on amounts paid up to
August 28.

The council approved of granting a/ |

renewal lease to Asa F. Nice of lot 855
Brook’s ward for seven years from May
81 last, at $6.60 per annum.

On recommendation of the commis-
sioner the New Brunswick Power Com-
pany was authorized to remove thé cross-
over in Douglas avenue from Riverview
park to a point near the new bridge.

The commissioner reported on the ap-
plication of the N. B. Power Company
for permission to erect a new pole in
Victoria street near Adelaide, approving
that the application be granted.

There had been a misunderstanding in
referring the question to Commissioner
Fisher and the application was now
given into the hands of Commissioner
McLellan.

Commissioner Russell stated that he
was prepared to tike up the matter ot
the Eastern Steamship Company’s agree-
ment on Thursday and on his request
the committee meeting on that day was
set aside for discussion of the question.

Commissioner McLellan * asked Com-
missioner Russell if he intended to ap-
point an inspector for the west side con-
struction work. The latter replied that
he did not intend to, but if the council
thought it necessary he would.

Commissioner McLellan charged that
the specifications were most indefinite, so
much so that one tenderer included hecat-
ing at $2,800, another tendered on heat-
ing and not on plumbing and still an~
otger tendered on plumbing and not on
heating.

“] will move now, irrespective of the
result, that John Adams be appointed
to inspect the work at $5 a day. He is
a man acquainted with the work and
thoroughly competent to inspect it.”

Commissioner Russell stated that if it
was the intention to appoint an inspector
he had ten or eleven applications and
they all should be considered. He was
not an engineer, he said, but Mr. Adams
and others stated the specifications were
clear.

Commissioner MecLellan—*Why is it
that some tendered on plumbing, some
on heating, while others left it out?”

Commissioher Russell—“The plumbing
and heating were in different specifica-
tions.”

Commissioner McLellan stated that he
understood Commissioner Russell had
promised to appoint Mr. Adams. He!
continued to argue the necessity for in-.
spection. He said that a $10,000 crib-i
work would be lost unless something
was done to provide for connecting it
with the old work. “WHl that be a
chance for extras?”

“No, no,” answered Commissioner Rus-
sell.

Commissioner McLellan—“The very
reason that the Connelly cribwork came
up at Navy Island was that the holes
were bored as big as the bolts, while the
holes should have been one-sixteenth of
an inch smaller than the bolts. Mr.
Adams told the engineer that something
should be done to link the new work up
with the old.

Commissioner Fisher felt that inspec-
tion should be provided but he was not
willing to support the resolution to ap-
point Mr. Adams. The matter should
be considered,

Commissioner Wigmore supported in-
spection and he thought there could be
no better man than Mr. Adams,

Commissioner Russell said he would
not oppose it if the council wanted it.

The resolution passed.

A policy to establish an honor roll in
the police department to carry with it
recognition in the form of a silver or
breouze medal, was recommended at yes-
terday’s common council meeting by
Comumissioner Mcl.cllan. It was heart-
ily approved by the board and the com-
mission=r was advised to draft his
scheme and present it for approval and
adoption.

The commissioner of public safety was

CANADA
COLLEGE;

LOWER

tieadmaster, C. S. FOSBERY, M. A.

SUCCESSES, 1917

First and Second Places Entrance R.
M. C, Kingston.
R. M. C. Eatrance Royul Canadian

Nine Passes Entrance

Navy, Four Matriculations, MeGill,

MONTREAL

Physical Training, Mannal Training,
Swimming, Rinks, Tennis Courts, Rid-
ing, Drawing, Music.

Preparatory, Junior &nd Senior Depts.
Term commences Sept, 12 at 9 a.m,
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prompted in making the recommeéndation
by the gallant conduct of Policeman
Peter Winter, who has on two occasions
recently risked his life to stop a run-
away.

Commissioner Wigmore toak occasion

to comment upon the appearance of the
policemen.
traffic policemen and thought it was a
branch of police service wisely insii-
tuted. B

He praised the wotk of the

PRICE OF MILK INGEEASED

10 10 GENTS IN AMHERST

(Ambherst News.)

The milk dealers, who are supplying

Ambherst citizens with

food and drink, are daily giving notice
that on and after October first the pricé
per quart will be ten cents, and the rea-
.son assigned for the advance is the in-
creased cost in the price of bran, shorts,
middlings, and other lines of feed. Our
forefathers cultivated their own wheat,
oats, batley, and buckwheat.
were cut with the sickle
There were no mowing machines, nor
binders.
were more cattle to be found in the

this esséntial

The crops

and scythe.

It was all hand labor and there

e e ]

barns and a bigger pile of manure be-
hind the barns than at the present time.

The milk business is run 1n tihe most
wasteful and expensive method possible.
John Brown, for instance, supplies us
with milk,~His next customer may be
a quarter of a mile away, and his team
is kept travelling fot nearly a day to
supply fifty or sixty customers. Then
comes along William Brown; he sup-
plies our neighbor on one side, and Tom
Johnson traily along to sell a pint of
milk to a small family living a few
vards from us. “There are about ten
men, ten horses, ten boys doing what
could easily be accomplished by two or
three. The others should be home on
the farm growing feed instead of trying
to soak consumers to pay for their non
co-operative methots.

A municipal millk business could be
made a success. If you want anything
silly and costly it is the present system
of distributing milk, and the consumers
—we are one of them—stand for it. In
this particular case we should go on a
strike. Tons of hay will not be gather-
ed this year because of the unfavorable
market. This could have been culti-
vated for the neccessary food for cattle.
But it was easier to buy feed in Ontario
and get the workmen of Amherst to foot

the bills.
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A Relishing Drink
A Healthful Drink
A Satisfying Drink

Always : Ready—

INSTANT

~ —the time it takes for hot water

POSTUM

to reach the cup.




