
warnings of his prophets and the remonftranccs of
tlieir own confciences, he folemnly rcfolvcd to leave
them to be hardened in fin, and to ripen for deftruc-
tion. In like manner the inhabitants of Sodom and
Gomorrah, by their filthy and abominable wicked-
nefs, provoked the Lord, not only to withdraw his

reftraints, but to make them the monuments of his

eternal vengeance. The moft aftoniftiing forbear-
ance the Lord manifelled alfo toward the Ifraelitcs

in the wildernefs. Forty years long was he grieved
with that generation. At length, grown indignant
by their incclFant murmurings, ingratitude and re-

bellion, he fware in his wrath that they fliould not
enter his reft. Their fliort and limited frafon of
probation was then clufcd, and their Hate of eternal
retribution commenced.

If we trace the hiftory of the feveral kingdoms of
Judah and Ifrael, we find them fubjecl to frequent
and alternate changes from profperity to adverfity.

'Lhcy were taught,' by experience, the truth of that
divine aphorifm, " When the righteous are in
AUTHORITY, THE PEOPLE REJOICE ; BUT WHEN THE
WICKED BEARETH RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN."

^
When fuch men as David and Josiah were their

kings, their times were times of reformation, and
Providence fmiled upon all their concerns. But
when fuch as Ahab, Jeroboam and Manasseh ruled
over them, Providence frowned, wickednefs increaf-

cd, and the land mourned. In confequence of the
great wickednefs of the people, their day of gracious
vifitation was generally fliort—their fun of profpe-

rity was foon covered with a dark cloud of adverfity.

If we defcend to later times, the glory of empires,
kingdoms and nations appears ftill more tranfitory

and fading. On the page of hiitory many of them
fuddenly arife to view, exhibit a temporary fplen-

dour, and then quickly difappear, and are fecn no


