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Cdiuimially tliiiitu"' walled toward the mciliilla. Tlicsc strands

iisuall)' liavf an accompunvin^ iiuicilajfc passaj^c on the oiiter

lace, inul are inconstant {':) process of formation tow.ird tlie

center. Within this zone, vascular bundles, distinf^uislied by

tiieir broad scalariform vessels, appear, anil increase in number
toward the central re^non. The central axis consists of a rather

broad tract of parenchyma tissue, throuj^h which tlie vascular

bu.ndles are distributed in larj, numbers.

l*rom this point of view, and with ilue allowance for the

effects of compression, it is possible to trace a strikinj^ similarity

in several respects to a species of Myeloxvlon describeil by

Solms-Laubach," and i lore |)articularly in certain respects to

specimens of Myelopte is described bv Williamson.'^ The evi-

dence is both clear and direct that this plant must be considered

as belontrinn' to that peculiar trroup for which the name
Myelo|)teris, pro])osed by Renault, has been most jrcnerally

emploved.

In 1S32, Cotta ilescribed certain fossils from the Carbonifer-

ous of Kuro|)e under the name of Medullosa, which has more

recently become mer^red in that of Myelopteris. Williamson,

however, informs us that Cotta's figures of M. clegans are wholly

misleading, the structure being represented in a much exagger-

ated form, while his two .>^pecies, J/, stiilata and .]/. porosa,

remain too obscure to be depended upon without further evi-

dence than has come down to us.'^ The genus Medullosa,

nevertheless, constitutes the basis of that group of i)lants

which, ])assing under several names, ha;; finallv come to be known
under that of Mvelopteris.

In 1845, Corda assigned to his genus Falmacites two plants

from the Coal Measures of Bohemia, under the names of P.

ntrboiiigciiiis ami P. Icptoxylon.^^ An examination of Corda's

figures shows that there is no very great resemblance, although
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