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monastery, in the presence of the ladies of her late majesty's

household ; the earl of Middleton, her great-chamberlain ; Mr.

Dicconson, comptroller-general of the household; count Molza,

lord Caryl, Mr. Nugent, and Mr. Crane, her equerries ; and

p^re Gaillar, her confessor."

The following letter was addressed by the chevalier de St.

George to the abbess of Chaillot, in reply to her letters of

condolence, and contains a complete refutation of the mali-

cious reports that were circulated as to any estrangement

between the deceased queen and her son. The original is in

French, written in his own hand :

—

" My bevsbend Motheb, " Juno 16, 1718.

*• You will have seen, by a letter I have already written, that I am not

ignorant of the attachment and particular esteem that the queen, my most
honoured mother, had for yon and all your community, and the affection with

which it was returned. So far from disapproving of the letter of condolence

you have written in your name and that of your holy community, I regard it

as a new proof of your zeal, and I have received it with all the sensibility due to

the sad snlvjcct. I require all your prayers to aid mo in supporting the great and
irreparable loss I have just sustained with proper resignation. Continue your

prayers for me, I entreat. Unite them with those which I hope that righteous

soul offers this day in heaven—for you aa well as for me. This is the best conso-

lation that her death has left ua.

" In regard to her body and heart, they are in good hands, since they are

where the queen herself wished them to be ; and doubt not, that in this, as in

all other things, the last wishes of so worthy a mother will be to me most sacred,

and that I shall feel pleasure in bestowing on you, and all your house, marks of

my esteem and of my good-will, wheucvcr it shall please Providence to give

me the means.

"Urbino, this 16th of June, 1718."

The obsequies of Mary Beatrice were solemnized in the

conventual church of Chaillot on the 37th of June. The


