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feemcd to fccure the good will of Ruffia, and cVcrt'

its aflirtancc, in cafe of neccflity.. Little therefore

was it expected that it fliould prove the lirft of all

European potentates in that inimical declaration,

the intent of which was to deprive Great Britain of

the principal refonrces that enabled her to Hand her

ground in the niidll of fo many difficulties.

The purport of this celebrated declaration was,

that the navigation of neutral powers fhould remain

as iccc and unobllrufted in time of war, as in that

of peace ; and that provided their fliips were not

laden with contraband goods, they fhould enjoy

the libcrtv of conveving, free of fei/Aire and re-

flrainr, nil other articles whatever, though belong-

ing to the fubjeCts of the powers at war.

This declarnrion, fo conrra'diCtory to the idcaS'

and pradlice that had hitherto prevailed, was received'

with much apparent fuhmiffion and deference by the
Courts of France and Spain, of which it ttrongly

forwarded the views. Great Britain, contrary to

her cultom and charad:er, was obliged to tempo-
rife on this trvino; occaiion. Her anfwer to this

mortit'ying declaration, though guardedly expref-

fcd, was not wanrinp- in terms fufficiently clear to

remind Ruffia how d'ilierent a part Great Britain

had aded to her in the dav of need.

In taking a ilcp of fo unprecedented a nature,

Ruilia had previoully ufed the precaution of fecw-

ring the concurrence of all her neighbours. So
formidable was the impreflion of the power and

fpirit of Britain, notvvithilanding the perils that

furroundcd her, that none of the northern powers

duril prefume, alorc and unfupported by the others,

to enter ihe lilts agalnlt Britain in fo holtile and de-

cifive a manner.

Denmark and Sweden joined accordingly with Ruf-
fia in thi'^ n;nal confederacy ; to which Holland', and
rven Portujval itfclf, were invited taaccede. So pre-

valent.


