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exci'clso of ordiiisiiy time an<l ijitelli^(»nce, to attempt to

comprehend all the subtletien and .sophisms pertaining

thereto, were alK)ut as hopeless and fruitless a task as for

a novice, like me, to attempt to demonstrate the fallacy

of, or to budge in the slightest degree, those mammoth
tomes and cumbrous systems which a learned dictatorial

orthodoxy has grafted on the race ; and which, while they

stand as firm, are also as opafjue as the granite hills of New
England.

Although without the excuse for my seeming presump-

ti(m which comes of being, as all at least asmnne to be,

"unbiassed," nevertheless, I may claim, instead, that my
opinions are ventured in the outgush of natuial impulse

—that my ideas, however faulty and crude, present

the virtue at least of "raw material," and have not been

made up and warped and {)erverted by scholastic nursing

or other sectarian training—that however strongly I may

incline to certain views, my mind is neither pledged nor

subsi<lized—and whatever my preju<lices, I have no pro-

fessional nor party interest in catering, with a view to

profit or aggrandizement, to the claims of rival cli([ue or

clan or cause. This last consideration is my greatest en-

couragement—my best apology for intruding my senti-

ments in the frowning, cynical face of such an impos-

ing array of " cultured " talent as we find enjoying in

ofticial capacity both a sacred and profane monopoly

of all situations of vantage and emolument—not in the

exercise of a calling simply, but employed in the routine

business of inculcatinof ideas rather more ancient than


