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Kxti'udintr aloni; the southern sliorcs of L;ikc Ontario, af dis

tJincos varyini: from one to ;i (I'W niik-s from its waters, tlnrf is a
ridge of liill-;, or more prnporly an iscarjiment, i<no\vii to um olo-

f^ists as the •• Niairara Kso;'rpmont," extmdintr from the State of

New York into Canada, and eritcrinii' our country near Quoenston,
wlxtiee tli.i nin.'>>, of tlic Xia-^ara Falls lias worked backward
for several miles. From tlie Nia-ara IJiver this ridev . xtend.s

westward to the town of Dundas, and thence the trend is a litth;

west of north to Lake Huron and Manitoulin Island^.

This rauue everywhere forms a bold feature. Along the

.-iouthern shon- of I^ake Ontario, the brow is K)l» feet above the

hike, while near tht " I'eak." north ot* Dund is, the height is: 520
feet, from whioli place the ascent is gradual as it extends north-

ward, until just wc-t of Iiim<hon>e. the eliiF-! have a iieight of

847 feet, whence the plateau gradually rises to *XM] feet at

Kockwood (on the (^i. T. Uailwayj, and ntnthward, in Amaranth
townsliip, it has an elevation of 1400 feet above Lake Ontario.

In its course, south of Lake C)iit:irio, th ; slope i.> general!)' more
abrupt than after the range assumes a northerly trend,—the

upper portion often formim,^ almost prpendicular cliffs from lOO
to 250 feet above the rising slope at its base. The brow where
tlie IL i\c N. W. Hail way ascends the mountain (four miles cast

of Hamilton) is ;}1J5 feet, and at the head ol' James street,

Hamilton, it is 3SS feet above tlte lake, while the plateau above

gradu.dly rises t(. 40;> feet, five and a half miles .south of the

former place, and to 485 ieet, two miles .south of the latter. This

height of land forms tin; watershed between Ijakes Ontario and
Erie, and from it the country gradually slopes to the latter lake.

The rocks of thi.s range belong to the various subdivisions of

the Niagara Group of the Silurian Age. The Canadian Geolo-

gical Survey, many years ago, separated the Niagara and Guelph

groups from the overlying Lower Helderberg group, and called

these. Middle Silurian, wiiilst the New Vork geologists placed

them all togetlier, and called them ll{)per Silurian. We will adopt

that nomenclature wliich recognises the rocks of the various

groups from the Niagara to the Lower Helderberg (inclusive), as

being members, not of the middle or upper, but of the one great

Silurian Age, and consider the Lower Silurian formations (Treu-


