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" Do you know if that order extends to all the public

offices ? " I asked.

" I don't know," said the man, " but I believe it do. I

know there's messengers gone roi nd to all the clubs and

luncheon bars to look for the gentlemen ; the Secretary

says its quite impossible any one can be spared just now,

there's so much work to do ; there's orders just come to

send off our records to Birmingham to-night."

I did not wait to condole with Danvers, but, just glan-

cing up Whitehall to see if any of our messengers were in

pursuit, I ran off as hard as I could for Westminster

Bridge, and so to the Waterloo Station.

The place had quite changed its aspect since the morn^

ing. The regular service of trains had ceased, and the

station and approaches were full of troops, among the!n

the Guards and artillery. Everything was very orderly
;

the men had piled arm^ and were sfcand'ug about in

groups. There was no sign of high spirits or enthusiasm.

Matters had become too serious. Every man's face re-

flected the general feeling that we had neglected the

warnings given us, and that now the danger so long dL'-

rided as impossible and absurd had really come and found

us unprepared. But the soldiers, if grave, looked deter-

mined, like men who meant to do their duty whatever

might happen. A train, full of Guardsmen, was just

starting for Guildford. I was told it would stop at Sur-

biton, and, with several other volunteers, hurrying like

myself to join our regiment, got a place in it. We did

not arrive a moment too soon, for the regiment was
marching from Kingston down to the station. The des-

tination of our brigade was the east coast, Empty
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