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was speedily dug, and removed to the boat. The natives

crowded round them at seeing these vigorous preparations

for departure, and Dr. Rae, in the fulness of his heart,

began to distribute among them all the files, knives, and

axes that could be conveniently spared. The weather con-

tinued to improve rapidly. Nibitabo was despatched to

procure venison for the voyage, and succeeded in shooting

two young deer, while St. Germain and Mineau set the

nets for a supply of salmon; and, on the 12th of August,

all being got ready, the boats were launched, and the party

floated once more on the salt sea. Dr. Rae was about to

distribute among the Esquimaux their spare kettles and

some hoop iron, before taking final leave of them, when it

was discovered that one of the boat's compasses was miss-

ing. Search was made, but no compass was to be found.

At last it was discovered under some heather, where it had

been concealed by one of the women. The farewell gifts

were then distributed, and some of the men appeared to be

really sorry at parting, wading into the water to shake

hands with the doctor as the boat movec* '=^lowly from the

shore.

A light air of N.E. wind carried them slowly from the

desolate scene of their recent home; and, leaving Repulse

Bay to the swarthy hunters of the walrus and the seal,

they shaped their course for York Fort, at which place

they arrived on the 6th of September 1847, having been

absent nearly fifteen months in the dark and stormy regions

of the north.

The northern coasts of America were not again visited

from the landward side until the year 1848, when the

increasing anxiety regarding the fate of the gallant

veteran, Sir John Franklin, induced Government to

despatch an overland searching expedition under the


