
1548 Cook's third antd last Voyack

Refohtion and Difcovery prepare fir their Depar-
' turefrom Ulietea.

ON Tuefday, the 2nd of September, we ve-em-

barked, in order to return to Matavai, re-

volvirfg in our minds the extraordinary fcene at the

morai, as related in the preceding chapter, and to

which we had been eye-witneffes. In the way, we
paid.avifitto Towha, who had continued in the

little ifland, were we met him the day before.

Some converfation paffed between him and Otoo ;

and the latter entreated Captain Cook, once more,-

to join them as an ally in their war againft Eimeo.

By his pofitive refufal he entirely loft the good opi-

nion of his chief. Before we took our leave, Otoo
took an occafion to fpeak of the folemnity, at which

we had been prefcnt. ^mong other interrogato-

ries, he afked particularly, Ifitanfwered our ex-

pe£lations ? What opinion we entertained of its

efficacy? And, whether fuch religious afts and cere-

monies were frequent in our own country ? We
had been fiknt during the celebration of the horrid

ceremony ; but, at the clofe of the extraordinary

fcene, freely exprefled our fentiments on the fubjeft

to Otoo, and his attendants; confequently. Captain

Cook did not conceal his detcftation of it, in this^

converfation with Towha. Exclufive of the barba-

rity of the bloody cuftom, he urged the unreafona-

blenefs of it, aliedging, that fuch a facrifice, inftead .

of making the Eatooa propitious to their nation,

,

would exite his vengeance ; and that, from this

vtty circumftance, he concluded, their intended ex-

pedition againft Maheine would be unfuccefsful.

This was proceeding to great lengths upon conjec-

ture; but there was little danger of being miftaken ;

for, refpefting this war, three parties were formed
in the ifland, one violent in ita favour, another in-

different about it, and a third the avowed fupporters

of Maheine, and his caufe. Under thefe circum-

ftances,


