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body. In fact, I think that every grocer
In Montreal and Quebec has sold somethlng
to the government. Surely that ls flot the
way to make these purchases. The govern-
ment must pay 25 or 30 per cent more than
what it would If these goods were pur-
chased from a wholesale house by tender
Instead of trying to give a littie patronage
to every Tom, Dick and Harry and to every
grocery store at the corner of the street.
There should be some other system adopted
because there la no sense la this.

Mr. GRAHAM. These tblngs are bought
ln the saine way, I belleve, as similar goods
are purchased for the dlning cars of the
Canadian Pacific Rnhlway and Grand Trunk
Railway.

Mr. BERGER.ON. I would bie surprlsed
to flad that the -Canadian Pacifie Railway
and Grand Trunk Railway buy their pro-
visions la this way. If they do I would bie
prepared to say that my hion. friend cannot
do otherwise but I would like to know if it
ls a fact that they do it.

Mr. GRAHAM. It does not follow that
because these goods are bought in this way
tbey are flot bought by competition. For
the dining car service you must have your
supplies at once, and there can bie no0 hard
and fast ruie about buying them at a par-
ticular place.

Mr. FOWLER. The real expianation is
that whea one of the ministers takes a
notion to go on a littie trip-

Mr. GRAHAM. We are discussing the
diaing cars now.

Mr. FOWLER. It is the samne thing. For
instance when the Postmaster General
thinks a littie trip would bie for the bene-
fit of his health and that of his friends he
orders out private car No. 84-

Mr. BENNETT. When hie is tired of his
yacht.

Mr. FOWLER. When hie le afraid of hie
yacht making hlm sea-sick hie ordere out
hie car and hie calîs up Bate & Company
by phone and gives them an order for ail
the liquld and solld supplies he thinks are
necessary to bie put on board the car, and
hias them charged to the government.
There le no doubt that is the way It la done.
The Mînister of Agriculture might do It
more carefully. He possibly would get hie
butter fromt the experimental farm and a
the oaly liquid hie drinks le butter miik h
would get that there too.

Mr. FISHER. It is a very good drink.

Mr. FOWLER. Yes, but ail the miaisters
do flot take it. 1 am sure the Postmaster
General does not wash down bis food wltb
butter-mllk.

Mr. LEMIEUX: I have no moments of
weakness.

3-984

Mr. BERGERON. 1 am iaformed that
on the ,3lst of May last during the provin-
cial election a speclal train was run froin
Rivière-du-Loup to Trois Pistoles to a po-
litical meeting organized by the Liberals ;
that no0 fare was collected ; that a large
perceatage of the passengers were Inter-
colonial Railway empioyees; and that the
Conservatives were not allowed to go on
the train. Now, the Intercolontal Raiiway
belongs to the people of Canada and flot to
the Liberal party. I would flid it very
bard to believe that the present Minister
of Railways would tolerate such a gnose
injustice and such a disorganization of the
Intercolontal Railway system. la my in-
formation correct ?

Mr. GRAHAM. If it were true there le
no question but that It would be altogether
wrong. I was asked for the privilege of
rnaniag one special train and my instruc-
tions were that they were at liberty to run
any special train they Iiked for the ac-
commodation of the parties who wanted to
travel if those engagiag the train would
give the usual guaraatee for payment,
That was the only special train that was
mun with niy consent, and we would let
such a train rua anywhere on the road as
a business proposition. 0f course if any
panticular persons chartered a train and
gave the guarantee they nilght posslbly
carry the passengers without chargiag the
fane iadividually.

Mr. BERGERON. I have no doubt the
minister's Instructions were proper, but If
tiiey were not carried out I hope hoe wll
not lot it pase without iaquiry.

Mr. GRAHAM. I shahl make laquiry.

Surveys and i-nspection of canais, $3,N0O.

Mn. BENNETPT. Has a survoy boon comn-
pletod of the Trent valley canal between
Lake Simcoe and the Goorgian bay ?

Mr. GRAHAM. I understand the survey
in the field bas beon comploted but we have
not had the report.

Mr. SPROULE. Of the two routes ?
Mr. GRAHAM. Both routes.

Mýr. BENNETT. In the early part of the
sprng the Minister of Railways spoko at
Stayner in North Simcoe and hie rather
prophesiod that the canai migbt hoe bulld
ln that part of the country. 0f course that
was not lntended for the provincial cam-
palgn, but at ail events thero has been a
calamity for the Liberal party lu that dis-
trict. Whea le the goverament going to
get serlous about the Trent Valley canal ?
I undonstand that the chief engineer hae
reported necommondlng the adoption of the
Severn route. If that route is to be adopted
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