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fore before the company could have a per-
fect titie, they would have to acauire a
waiver of the reversionary rights of the pro-
vince or enter ýinto some compact or agree-
ment wlth them. Foliowing that out, we
tind an order lu council passedl at Ottawa
authorlzing communication with the govera-
ment of Brit1sh Columbia la connection with
the walver of these reversionary rights. That
communication, my hion. frlend, the 'leader
of the opposition, said was uinwarranted and
impertinent. Weil, it does not strike mpe
ln that light. I can quite understand that
my hion. friend should take that view, but
no one who calmiy and impartlally con-
siders the question could possibly agree
with hlm. To my mind the communication
was in no way a piece of advice to the pro-
vincial government. It was ln no way an
attempt to coerce that goverament. It was
simply a proposition warranted by the con-
dition of affairs. Having been approached,
as guardians of the Indiana, by those who
desired to purchase the land, and knowlng
that the province had a reversionary interest
lu these lands, ihis government merely
piaced before the local administration the
request of the Grand Trunk Pacific Com-
'pany and asked whether that administration
would waive its reversionary right in order
that the company mlght acquire these lands
for the purposes of a terminal. It was open
to the government of British Columnbia to
rejet or accept that suggestion. There was
no advlce tendered, but simply a question
asked. The government of British Colum-
bia, ln its wisdom, whether rIghtly or
wrougly, refused to comply with the re-
quest. Do we then hear anythlng more
on the part of the Dominion government?
Do we hear of any cavil on thelr part or
nny request for any~ explanation why the
local administration did not choose to act
on its suggestion. Do we hear of thie gov-
erament asking the provincial government
to reconsider the matter or saying to, It that
it should do this la the general interests of
the country? No, so far as anythlng ln the
record shows the matter lhen dropped. The
MTlster of the Interior, or the governinent,
as the case may be, proceed-s wlth the ne-
gotiations with the Grand Trunk Pacifie.
The Indian agent ls asked to obtain the coa-
sent of the Indians la the ordinary way, and
that consent Is obtained. A price is agreed
upon. A price for what?-for an absolute,
indefeasible titie to that land ? Not at ail.
The price -is for such titie as the govern-
ment of Canada, acting as the guairdian of
the Indiana con give, and subject to any
claim the province of BritishColumbla may
have. And the price fixed is $7.50 an acre.
Now, what is there la that transaction, up
to that moment, that cails for any reproach
fromn any member of this House, on which-
ever sie hie may sit, or whether hie be a
British Columblan or not. I arn a Br4ish
Columblan myseif, and proud of lt-

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN. A native son?

Mr. GALLIHER. No, a native son of
Ontario>-from the good old county of Bruce,
too. But, even were I flot a supporter of
this government, or were flot I even in this
House, I do flot think 1 could cavll at the
action of the goverament in connection with
this matter, speaking as a British Colum-
bian. We have the guardians of our rights
in that province, the provincial govera-
ment. and I do flot thlnk that any slmpla
request from this government at Ottawa
will cause them to lose sight of what ls in
the interest of their province. So, I sny,
I think we may dismiss -from our minds
the idea that there was anything except
a straightforward businesslike proposition
and open dealing by the Dominion goverfi-
ment on behaif of the Indians wîth the
Grand Trunk Pacific. Further, I under-
stand that whatever titie the Domin-
ion goverament shall grant to, the Grand
Trunk Pacific in these lands, the Grand
Trunk Pacifie will have walved ail dlaim
agaiast them by reason of any reverslonary
dlaim that may hereafter be set up by the
province Ôf British Columbia. No doubt
th,- province and the Grand Trunk Pacifie
wîIl corne to soine arrangement as regards
any reversionary rights the province ay
have, if those rights should ever accrue
within a limlted number of years. And,
with regard to the land itself, that was sold,
and thîs 13,800 acres, I would just rend
briefly an extract fromn the report of the
Indian agent,' Mr. MorroW. In speaking of
the Metiakatia band, and under the head of
'Iteserves' hie says :

The southern part of the Tslmpsean reserve
-Digby, Tugwell and a part of Kaien Island-
covers the principal part of the reserves of
these people, wlth a total area of somethlng
over 25,000 acres. A great portion of the land
might be calied worthless, but on Dlgby Island
and the land bordering the north side of Vefnn
passage, seine excellent soli is found. On this
portion of the reserve the historie village of
Metiakatia is situated, pieasantly located on
the shore line of Metiakatia harbour.

Now, this good soli and this historie Ia-
dian village has not been transferred-it is
not a part of the 13,800 acres, whicli ls
mainly n poorer class of land. Besides the
village there were some small scattered set-
tiemeats. But they are in course of dis-
position. Tihe extent of the improvetrents
may be judged fromn the fact that $1,500 is
estimated as a fair amount to pay for them.
80, the band continue to reside on the re-
serve, they continue to reside ln their prin-
cipal village on that reserve. Now, I sald
I would neot enter Into any details In re-
gard to the sale of the Kaien Island by the
provincial government, and I shahl fot deal
with the subject further than to say that
it is a motter of general knowledge that ln
British Columbia, no motter who purchas!ps
land fromn the governmefit, in the Crowa
grant is a clause that, iu case the land
should be subdivided into town lots, the
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