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THE REGENCY ACT.

In the lu~t reign tI,,ere was no recessity for the passing of a
Regency Act, inasniuch as the heir apparent to the throne, the
present King, had on the accession of the late King reached the
mature age of five-and-thirty. A Regency Act will now be
rendered necessary owing to the tender years of the present heir
apparent to the throne, the Duke of Cornwall. The fiction of
law is that the King nuat alnays be in full nxaturity of intel-
lectual power, and as suicl exempt f rom the ordinary disabilities
and immunities of infancy. Testainentary guardianslîip la the
creation of statute, and it lias nover been suggested that the pre-
rogative enables a King to appoint a guardian to hie successor,
which must be effected by legisiation. The only Regency Act
providing for the case of an infant Sovereigu wvhich ever took
effect was that of the reign of Ilenry VIII., 28 lien. 8, c. 7, s. 23,
which came into operation at the accession of Edward
VI. On other oeeasions sinee the reign of Ilenry I.
Regency Acta hiave been passed noiminating or giving to the
King the power of noiniatimg a liegent or a conneil. But the
dut les of royalty have neyer sinee been diseharged by a Jiegent
in cons4equence of flic itifaticy of tlic King (see Awson 's Law andI
Cuaýtotit of the Const itution, ii., 'Tli Crowvn, l'art 1, pli. 247-249).
The prineiples for hlie dltternination of the question of a liegelnov
since the ueemiou of WVilIiaiii IV. la 1830 have flot beci> of an
abstract cluaracter, but have la caeh ..ase heen laid downi iith
rej'enxe to the actual cireuilistanea ofli thsituation. Thec
three ease-s tlîe s. .bject of legisiation sinee thiat event werc tlîe
death of Williamn IV. in the miinorit3- of the Princeas (Queen)
Victoria; tlue death of the late Qupen Victoria while lier successor,
thc King otf Ilartiover, wvas out of the reaini; and the deatlî of thc
late Queen before aily ellild of hers, heing lier suc'essor, had
rcacht'd thie age of eigliteen. lInte ic lt case the provision was
thiat tlie Iulcsof Kent (. te niîothier of fhlbte Queeru %'ietoria>
a4hould lie sole liegent unetottrolledl by any colitieil othier thna
the ordinary responsihie :'dnisterq of the Crotn. (1 XVili. 4, e.
2). In tic sqeeurid case, tlxat of providiag for the absence f ron


