
a znodified formn of the true enunicipium, the magistrateg bel%~
entrusted with the administration of local police and cert1dà
judicial functions. Under the Saxons, the territory of Enegtu..
was broadly parcelled out into counties, or Sbires and hun.
dreds (k) for civil .purpome. Towards the close of the SAXoxj-
period the 'burh,' a civil division of territorY called into txist.
ence by military exigencies (Z) foreshadows,. both etymological
and poiitically, the 1 ber, agh,'1 of paramount importance 'in theo
municipal development of a later pmriod. Concerning the
'burli,' Gneist says:. IlDiseerning rulers like .Elfred made nae
of the r'Amains of old civitates and castra and other advantage
ous positions for such fortifications, and the protection whiech
these afforded was readily souglit by the neighbouring free.
lr1 ders, tenants, and vassels, and also by the landless men and
smali tradespeople whe, were living among the servants and, fol.
lowers of the landiords. The differenee ln the legal position cf
the people thuis orowded together rendered expedient the ap.
pointment of L~ special royal magistrate ( gerefa'), who wus
also endowed with extraordinary military, police and financisi
functions. At the close of the Anglo.-Saxon period the burgenses,
and in later times the constitution. of the E:iglish municipal
box oughs, arose from tWýse beginnings (mr). " Green, however, ia
of the opinion that in tho'ir origin 'borouglis' were flot militar
units of the people, but mainly gatherings of persons engaged in

1*agricufltural pur&uits; and he supports this view by reference to
the fact that the first 'Dooms' of London provide espcially for
the i.ecovcry of cattle belcnging to the citizens (n). Still, what-
ever their'origin, it is in the constitution of the boroughs*(o) of
poat-Conquest Îimes that we mnust look for the prototype of the

(k) Gneist (Oonst. Rist. Eng. c. iii.) demonstrates that the
'tithing' which smie authorities regard as a third civil sub-di-ti-
sion of territory, rau nothing but a xilitary arrangement.

(1) Burh, byrig, a fortifled building.

(Mn) Const. Hist. Eng1, i., g. iv.

(n) Rist. Eng. People i., Bk. 111, 300.
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