
176.1, Mat.] LETTER OF ECUYER.

tlio heart of the BcttlemontH. The frontiers of

Virginia lioro a general reHemhhinee to those of

I'ennHylvania. It is not neccHsary at present to

indicate minutely the position of tiieir scattered

settlements, and the small posts intended to protect

them.^ Along these Imrdei-s all had remained quiet,

and nothing occurred to excite alarm or uneasiness.

Captain Simeon Ecuyer, a hrave Swiss officer, who

commanded at Fort Pitt, had indeed received warn-

ings of danger. On the fourth of May, he wrote to

Colonel liouquet at Philadelphia: "Major Gladwyn

writes to tell me that I am surrounded by rascals.

He complains a great deal of the Delawares and

Shawanoes. It is this canaille who stir up the rest

to mischief." At length, on the twenty-seventh, at

about dusk in the evening, a party of Indians was

seen descending the banks of the Alleghany, with

laden pack-horses. They built fires, and encamped

on the shore till daybreak, when they all crossed

over to the fort, bringing with them a great quantity

of valuable furs. These they sold to the traders,

demanding, in exchange, bullets, hatchets, and gun-

powder; but their conduct was so peculiar as to

excite the just suspicion that they came either as

spies or with some other insidious design. * Hardly

were they gone, when tidings came in that Colonel

1 The authorities for the foregoing topograph ical sketch are

drawn from the Pennsylvania Historical Collections, and the Ohlen

Time, an excellent antiquarian work, published at Pittsburg;

together with various maps, plans, and contemporary papers.

a Gordon, Hist. Pa., 622. MS. Letter— ^cM^cr to Bouquet, 29

May, 17fi3.
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