
THE SENATE

Tuesday, February 22, 1994

The Senate met at 2 p.m., the Speaker in the Chair.

Prayers.

[Later]

SENATOR'S STATEMENT

THE ECONOMY

EFFECr 0F TAXATION ON STANDARD 0F IVING

Han. Gerry St Germain: Honourable senators, my statement
today is as a resuit of a message I received from Mr. Gary
Herman of British Columbia. Mr. Herman is part of the employee
relations group of a major forestry operation in Uic Province of
British Columbia. Since it is budget day, I tbink it appropriate
that his message be on the record:

These are most difficuit times. Years ago when we
negotiated a raise, we saw full benefit and gained on our
standard of living. Nowadays, we seem to receive more
money, but are falling further behind. With more taxes,
bigher tax brackets, hidden taxes, G.S.T., federal, municipal
and provincial taxes, it ainiost seems we would be further
ahead to refuse the raise.

We are trying a new system at our operation. It is cailed
- "Warking Together." We are working with management
to create a more productive, efficient, safer, recovery
ariented, profitable, harmonious atmosphere.

With co-operation from bath union and management, it is
our belief that if we share our ideas and became the best
aperatian in our industry, aur jobs will be secure and
management will gain the reputation in the marketplace for
a quality, dependable product.

Perhaps, there is a valuable lesson to be learned here. If
we, as Canadians, would work tagether ta make Canada the
best country in the warld, ta have aur produets recognized
as af the highest standard, ta have aur name "Canada" stand
far quality, we could create full circle employment.

As individual Canadians, (taxpayers) we are accountable
ta pay aur bils and taxes - unfortunately, we are onc of the
highest taxed countries in the world. As a resuit, aur
standard of living has been reduccd. It is high tinie foi the
gavernment ta restrain its spending, reduce taxes so we can
gain back the standard of living which we once enjoyed.
The individual taxpayer can spend dollars much mare
efficiently than the gavernment. The amount af waste
generated by the government is a tragedy ta the individual

taxpayer, neyer mind what it does to the country and the
future of our cbildren. Ini short, we need Iower taxes. The
government is making hard-working people into tax
evaders. Enough is enough!

In order for us to believe in our country, we must ail wark
together to save this most beautiful, free, wonderful nation
cailed "Canada." We have to trust in our goveruments. We
have to share our ideas. We have to make our operations
successful and profitable flot only for our security, but for
Canada's!

ROUTIN PROCEEDINGS
FISHERIES

FIRST REPOr 0F COMaTTE TABLD

Hon. Elleen Rossiter: Honourable senators, pursuant ta
mile 105 of the Rules of the Senate, I have the hanour to table the
first report of the Standing Senate Committee on Fisheries, which
deals with the expenses incurred by the committee during the
Third Session of the Thirty-fourth Panlianient.

(For text of report, see todays Minutes of the Proceedings of
the Senate.)

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

FIXH> [DK-NOTICE 0F MOTION TO AMIEND
CONSnT TION OF CANADA

Hon. Gildas L. Molgat (Deputy Leader of the
Government): Honourable senators, I give notice that on
Thursday next, February 24, 1994, 1 will mave:

An amendment to the Constitution of Canada respecting
the Sohedule to the Prince Edward Island Terms of Union
concerning a fixed crossing jaining the Island to the
mainland.

SOCIAL AFFAJRS, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

NOTICE 0F MOTION TO AUTHORIZE COMM1T1E TO EXAMINE
FUTURJE OF DEPARR(MENT 0F VEFERAàNS AFFAIRS

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honourable senators, I give notice that
on Thursday next, February 24, 1994, 1 will move that the
Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and
Technology be authorized to examine and report upon the future
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and that the committee
present its report no later than Octaber 31, 1994.

VETERANS AFFAIRS

CANADIAN VIEINAM VETIERANS bM4ORIAL-
NOTICE 0F INQUIIY

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honaurable senatars, I give notice that
on Thursday next, February 24, 1994, I wiil cail the attention of


