
SENATE

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION
0F PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND IN
THE HOUSE 0F GOMMONS.

MOTION.

Hon. Mr. PROWBE moved:
That an hjumble sddress De presented to'l-Lb

Royal Highness the Governor Generai, praying
that Your Royal Hlghneus wIll be pleased to
transmit the following address to His Mont
Excellent Majesty the King, as folIiowa:
Mls Most Excellent Majesty the King:

We, your Majesty's muet dirtifui and loyal
subJects, the senate of Canada In Parliament
asaemabied, desire most earnestly In our &,wu
name and on -behaîf of the people whom we re-
present, to renew the expression of our un-
swerving loyalty and devotion to your Majesty*s
person or Governlleul

We wouid respectfuliy represent to your Ma-
jesty tilut at a geners.i eleotion In Prince Bd-
ward Island hed li the year 1873 A.D., ixpon
the question of the entry of that Island Int'
the Dominion of Canada it was olearly under-
utood that the Island should for ail time have
a representatioxi of not tees than six members
in the House of Commons of Canada.

And tiat the eleotors of the Island at that
election voted in faveur of becomning a prov-
ince of tihis Doyninlon on the clear and distinct
understandlflg that the new province should for
aU Urne, be su repreoented by not iless than six
mernbers In the House of Commuone. -

lAnd that In drafting the terme upon whlch
Prince Edward Island shouid beoome part of
thie Dominion, the proviao With regard to a
permanent representation, of flot lee. than six
membeis .4n the Hotue of Cumulons was

- through inadvertence or mistake omnitted to be
:r.zeer*ed.

And that by reasoci of such omission the
province of Prince Edward Island has frc.i
tine te time been reduced lI her represe1t%-
tien lI the House of Commons, untIl now her

representatton thereln han been rediiced. by haIf.
We would respectfulli request your MaiestY

to be graciousiy pleaeed to give your oonsent.
tu submittiiig a. measure to the Parliainent of
the rJU>lted Kingdom te amend certain provisions
of the British North America Aot, 1867, and any
Act amending the seame or any Orcier in Council
or terme or conditions of union made or ap-
proved under the eaid Acta or any Acte of the
Pariament of Canada. lI such a miner that
thse province of Prince Edward Island shall, In
accordance wîth the underl-andiTig upon which
that province agreed to becorne a part ef the
Dominion of Canada, De henceforth repreented
lxi the Bouse of Conmons of Canada by not
less than six mnembers. being two f romn each
cOUTifty of eaid province.

Ali of wihich we humbly pray your Majesty tc
take into ý our favourable and graclous cçon-

sîderation.

He said: I have sevexal objects in vie-w
in bringing this mnatter hefore this honour-
able House. While it bas been threshed out
once or twice en tuhe floor of this Ohamber,
and at soe great length at different times
during the last twenty years in the Lower
House, the grievance o! Prince Edward Is-
land has neyer been corrected. Ail tho-ce

Hon. Mr. PROWSE.

who have looked into the matter and taken
the trouble to study AL up, knew weil enough
that an enror was nmade by tfhe Fathers of
Conlederation. Wlhen Prince EdwaTd Is-
land entered Conlfederation, six years alter
the British North America Act was coin-
cpiled. she went ini with the distinct under-
standing that she should have at least six
members -in the House of Gommons for ail
time to corne. I do not know who is re-
sponsibie for tihe xnistake, and I do not
intend to atteinpt to find out, but 1 will
endeavour to prove that tfhere was a mis-
take made, sand the mistske was mnade by
both sides. The different telegramas and
correapondence in connetion with the con-
tract 'then made, between the Dominion of
Canada and Prince Edward Island, ail
proved beyond a doubt that the intention
of the 'framners of tfhat contrect was that
Prince Edward Island was to have six mern-
bons for ail ime. Rad, the 'members then
constituting the Dominion of Canada told
the representatives dt Prince Edward Is-
land, " Well gentlemen we will concede you
six representatives, but after ten yeaTs, or
possibly two decades, we will reduce it to
five, posibly dour, -and then eventually
take aiýl your representation away,' do you
think these men for one moment would
have consented te Prince Edward Island
coming into ConfederationP I say we would
remain to-day a- province goveruing our-
selves, and neyer would have forined part
of the Dominion of Canada under those
conditions. The reason 1 want te make
the statement I arn making is this, a lot of
the eider men in the Senate had heard
this question tDiresfhed out time and aogain,
but we have many new senators 'who have
cocue in lately, -and who are not acquainted
with the lacts of the case. The 'men who
came up qhere to assist in the lorming e«! the
union of Prince Edward Island were net
straw inen-they were men o! ability. We
have net any abler 'men te-day. I know
the names o! these mnen, and some of the
oldei members of this House wili be tam-
iliar with them; names such as Hon. J. C.
Pope, Mr. Haviland, Mr. Howlan, Mr.
Hensley, Hon. Mr. Duncan, -Robt. Hay-
thorne, and Ed. Palmer are familiar to ail
hion. gentlemen. Do hon. niembers suppose
for one moment that those mnen would corne
up here, and then go back with a contract
which permitted their representation te be
reduced and reduced againP Do hon. gen-
tlemen t1hink you could have 'found a man
on either side of! politics that weuld have
stood for it? Now when it is clear that an


