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.The word 'public' bas been strickien out,
and no mention bas been made la this ex-
pianatory note of that particular and Im-
portant word baving been eliminated. The
explanatory -note, wbether lntentionaliy or
otberwise, is certainiy rnisleading, and had
the effect o! misleadlng tbe members of
the Commons when this question was Up
for consideration. Owing to this the omis-
sion was not dlscovered. I take exception
to tbe omission of tbe words 'public
scbools' and the insertion la lieu tbereof
of the word 'schools.' 1 might point ont
that as far back as 1872, the government
o! Canada appropriated for educational pur-
poses the lands referred to in this Bill,
namiely two sections la ecl township
tbrougbout ivhat wns then Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories, and provided
that the proceeds of the sales sbouid. be
applied for educational purposes. ln lb.9
the governuient of Canada specificaiiy pro-
vided that the proceeds sbould oniy be
used towards the support of 'public
schools therein,' and from tbat day down
to the present, tbis bas been the iaw.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (MlddIesex)-Was that
a variation of the original Act?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-The original Act
of 1872 provided that the funds should be
applied nccording to regulations of the Gov-
ernor in Council; but in 1879 parliament
specifically enacted that these funds should
be applied towards the support of public
schools. From then down to the pre-
sent, altbougli there bave been several
revîsions of the Act, and many amend-
ments thereof, the law bas remained as it
is to-day upon the statute-book. There are
three provinces particuiarly iaterested in
the appropriation and distribution of this
fuud, nanieiy the provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatcihewan and Alberta, and It is now
proposed to change the character of the
terms of the trust, and to divert those
moneys froim the trust whîch wvas then
made by the government of Canada and
contlnued from that time down, so as to
permit of a very mucb wider apPlication
than, during those 30 years, was Intended
by parlament. Prom the passage of the
Act until now, in fact public schools have
lncluded separate schools tbroughout tbese

provinces. No matter whetber they were
Protestant, separate scbools or Cathoic
separate sehools, ail those schools partici-
pated ln a proportionate division of the
fund. There bas neyer been nny dispute
upon that question,. and I challenge hon.
gentijemen to point out wherein there bas
been any difference of opinion, or any diffi-
culty created by reason o? the distribution
of these funds among ail the classes of
ehools that were estabished by law. When
tbe Âutonomy Bill came into force, It was
provided that ail the rights of separate
schools under the ordlnancés whicbi were
ther ln force should be preserved in their
ertircty.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (Middiesex)-But tbere
were no separate schoois.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Yes, there were
sC1pa'i-zte scbools then, and there are sepa-
rate schools to-day. Parliament iu 1905
piovided under section 17 of the Antonomy
Act-I arn referring now to Saskatcbewan

17. NothinR in any such law (the British
North Âmerica Act) shall prejudicially affect
any right or privilege with respect to separate
schools which any class of persons have at the
date of the passing of thie Act under the terms
of chapters 29 and 30 of the ordinances of the
Northwest territories passed in the year 1901
or wîth respect to religions in:struction in any
public or separate school as provided for in
the said ordinances.

2. In the appropriation by the legisiature or
distribution by the goverament of the province
of any money for the support of schools or-
ganized and carried on in accordance with the
said chapter 49 or sny Act passed in amend-
ment thereof, or in substitution therefor, there
shall be no discrimination against schools of
any class deecribed in the said chapter 29.
Notwltbstanding the authority of those pro-
vinces to pass educationai ordinances, the
ordinance referred to in the Act w'hich 1
have just rend is the ordinance lu force to-
dny, nnd under .whicb this distribution o!
înoney is made; consequently it cannot be
said that any discrimination takes place
wlth reference to the distribution of tbis
fund. It is recognized that this fund is
dîstributable anongst the schools wbich
were then estnblshed. Consequently the
rigbits of Catholica and Protestants bave
been guarded by this parilament as to the
appropriation and distribution of those
moneys. Siace 1872 those school lands
bave been set apart for educational pur-
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