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These increasing demands on our limited resources will result -

in conflicts among people, which will result in migration of
people from areas that have not to areas that have, which will
impact on every country in the world. Do not think because we
might live a half a world away that it will not because it certainly
will. There are recent historical precedents to support that.

I would like to put forth some constructive solutions that we
can all work together to fulfil. First, I support and urge the
government to engage in fulfilling transboundary agreements
throughout countries over areas such as pollution, in particular
with the United States, and with the transboundary agreements
that we will need to fulfil with countries bounding the Arctic.

We need common rules on trade and the environment that will
enable us to fulfil a rules based free trade agreement that will
provide us, a relatively small country, with the powers to fulfil
and protect our own environmental areas.

I would also like to see a larger emphasis from our dwindling
foreign aid dollar to be put on providing for education and safe,
effective birth control measures for all people no matter where
they live.

We need to have education for the public for, as members of
the House know, 80 per cent of the world’s resources are
consumed by a mere 20 per cent of the people. Not only must we
address what goes on half a world away, but we must look into
our own areas, our own spheres of influence to address these
problems in our own home. Without doing this we cannot
credibly ask other countries to do the same.

We must aggressively market our natural resources in a
sustainable fashion. I would suggest that we put an increased
emphasis on our value added product.

One of the great accomplishments in recent times of our
country has been the ability of our country to negotiate the
World Trade Organization, an enormous accomplishment for a
country as small as ours. I hope this will improve the links
between trade and sustainable development that will occur
among a number of countries and we as a country can actually
act.

On the World Trade Organization, I hope we can enter into
this rules based system. This brings to mind one of the enormous
strengths that our country has that we as Canadians tend to
downplay.
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I have said this before in the House. We are one of the few
countries in the world that has the ability in terms of diplomacy,
in terms of international respect, to bring countries together,
bring them to the table, bring them to negotiate problems before
they happen and to engage in discussions and agreements that
will help to provide for sustainable development aspects and
controls over pollution for a number of countries.

Government Orders

I do not have very much time but I would like to address a
couple of aspects that affect in particular the west coast of
British Columbia. One is the fisheries department.

We have on the west coast a horrible situation with the
widespread decimation of fish which is definitely a sustainable
resource, one that has been recently decimated, one that is on the
verge of going the way the east coast fishery has tragically gone.
I hope our minister of fisheries will accept some of the sugges-
tions we have made and look at some of the solutions that we
have put forth.

The problems occurring on the west coast are not merely
environmental. There is terrible poaching occurring by all facets
of the fishing industry, by commercial fishermen, non-commer-
cial fishermen, sports fishermen, Canadians, Americans, ab-
originals and non-aboriginals. All people within these sectors
are responsible in part for this terrible decimation.

I would encourage strongly the minister of fisheries to engage
in a judicial inquiry to determine once and for all what the root
cause is and to root out the terrible things that have occurred in
our west coast fishery. We cannot hide our head in the sand any
longer to what is occurring.

Within the context of fisheries I know that we are constrained
very much by fiscal restraints. I would suggest that the minister
streamline the administration of the department of fisheries,
there is a study that was done some years ago to this extent, but
on the other hand to buttress up the department of fisheries
officers who do an incredible job to try to save and help the west
coast and east coast fisheries.

Another aspect is the forestry industry. Half of all the money
that we actually earn on Vancouver Island comes from forestry.
Recently we have come to an agreement that will enable us to
have a sustainable west coast industry. I hope we will be able to
use the expertise from that to teach other countries what we have
learned from our mistakes.

Certainly there are terrible miscalculations and forestry prac-
tices that have occurred in the past in British Columbia. I think
we are on the way to mending those. I hope in the future we will
not lose sight of the recent accomplishments that we have made
in this area and that we will be able to go ahead and expand these
to not only involve forestry but also to involve the mining
industry and other industries.

I would make a few suggestions about the division of natural
resources. In these days of fiscal restraint does it not make sense
for us to further divide the areas of responsibility? Clearly most
of the responsibility lies with the provinces. I would encourage
this government to give some of the federal responsibilities to
provincial jurisdictions where they truly belong. In this way we
could streamline the administration, streamline the responsibi-
lities, decrease the administration and save the taxpayer a great
deal of money.



