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Private Members’ Business

the information is available and accessible. As evidence of that, 
I have specific requests for information on contracts awarded to 
entrepreneurs in my riding which have remained unanswered for 
more than two months now.

That is a harsh reality for those who believe blindly in this 
supposedly fair federal system. Federalists and centralists will 
surely find reasons, legitimate or not, to explain these statistics 
indicating such an extraordinary concentration of contracts.

In the view of the Bloc Québécois, this imbalance could be 
corrected if all contracts were made public. Thus, small and 
large contractors would know which goods and services the 
government needs. And knowing this, they might want to do 
business with the government. Moreover, all this information 
would force the government to show greater fairness in the 
contracting process. Furthermore, the government should even 
support and help potential suppliers in neglected areas, thus 
creating growth and jobs where they are urgently needed. Is job 
creation the main goal of the federal government or not?
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What is even worse is the fact that recently all Bloc Québécois 
members were refused access to a list of government contracts 
awarded in their respective ridings during the last year. This 
refusal from the minister and the Liberal government to provide 
that information to members is, in my opinion, a very serious 
violation of their right to information.

It is about time that the government show some openness in 
the allocation of contracts, not only in the department we are 
talking about today but in all departments. There are means to 
achieve this and the Bloc is proposing some.

Indeed, how can an elected member, even if he is a minister, 
deny other elected members the right to know what is going on 
in their respective ridings? This behaviour is totally unaccept­
able and is exactly why people continue to believe that politi­
cians and civil servants award contracts only to friends of the 
government and to contractors offering the biggest bribes. Ministers across the aisle always beg us to suggest new ideas 

and new ways of doing things. Well, here they are.

The minister must explain why he refused to provide the Bloc 
members with the information they asked for. For the time 
being, he argues that it would cost $160,000 and that he is not 
equipped to provide the list of contracts required. Come on, with 
everyone talking about the electronic highway, no one can 
seriously claim that it is impossible to collect, code and release 
this information according to some specifications.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will still have nine 
minutes next time this motion is debated.

It being 1.30 p.m., the House will now proceed to the 
consideration of Private Members’ Business as listed on today’s 
Order Paper.

With all the computer equipment the government buys, I think 
it is a bit far-fetched to try to make us believe that all that work 
is still done by hand in the department.
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I also think that this amount of $160,000 is part and parcel of 

the administration and operating costs of the department. I do 
not see how these costs can be considered as additional ex­
penses.

[English]

CHILD SEX OFFENDERSGiven the minister’s refusal, we believe he is trying to hide 
something. He knows full well that his department is not known 
for its integrity and transparency. He also knows that the 
department does not distribute federal funds fairly among the 
various regions and provinces. The federal government must 
play fair and distribute Canada’s wealth so as to support 
development in each and every region of the country.

Ms. Colleen Beaumier (Brampton) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the government should enact legislation which 

will protect children from pedophiles by allowing members of the National Parole 
Board to enforce the long term incarceration of offenders whom they feel may 
reoffend.

She said: Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in the House to 
speak on Motion No. 305 which calls upon the government to 
introduce legislation which will allow for the post-sentence 
detention of child sex offenders who are likely to reoffend upon 
release from prison.

However, statistics clearly indicate that the federal govern­
ment supports some regions more than others. For example, the 
city of Ottawa alone received almost 99 per cent of all contracts 
awarded by the government in 1993 for the Ottawa region, while 
its twin city, Hull, across the river, made do with a meagre 1 per 
cent. Motion No. 305 reads as follows:


