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province of Ontario the government spent
nearly $65,000 in the prosecution of a young
man for murder on Toronto island; yet in
this bouse we talk about secondary matters
and ive have not five minutes to devote to
these casualties on our bigbways, wbose
number almost equals the number killed and
wounded in the great war.

Tiien in addition we have the drowning
accidents, of whicb tbere were fourteen on the
front pages of the newspapers last week end.
From 1938 f0 1944 we biad 149,000 people in-
jured in traffie accidents, and last year some
9,028 were killed by motor cars. Over the
samne numher of years tbe drowning fatalities
numhered 5,097. Did you ever bear of such
lose of life? Fatal accidents at level cros-
singe numbered 727 last year, and some 2,264
wvere injured at level crossinge. The numýber
of persons who died from fires in bornes was
1,221, wbile 22,000 people were killed in other
accidents during tbe war. During the war
we had a great opportunity to do sometbing
about the great lose of life in Canada througb
automobile accidents, but we failed to take
any action. In my opinion, whenever a pereon
is killed in a motor car accident there sbould
ho an inquiry before the county judge. At
present there is a coroner's inqucet, which
sometimes does a little gond, but it should
be the duty of the county court f0 inquire into
the death of every person killed in a highway
accident in eacb county. That would be one
way of trying to check these accidents.

lIn the bill 1 introduced this session I pro-
-posed an amendment in connection with the
practice of witbdrawing cases from the jury
in connection with mocter car accidents, which
is donc by many of our judges. As a recuit
the accused person almost always escapes
punisbment. In my bill I proposed several
ameodments to bring the law up to date,
following the law of New York state, which
provides suitable penalties *for those wbo drive
while under the influence of alcobol, for
instance. The bill also deait with careless
driving, cuipabie negligence and bit and run
drivers. Wby, we almost present a gold
watch and illuminated address to anyone wbo
kilîs a person on the bighway and runs away.
1 think the most cowardly person in Canada
is the man who leaves an injured percon-
man, woman, or little child-lying on the pave-
ment, races away froma the danger and does
notbing about if. That is the most contempt-
ible form of murder. I suggested extra and
beavy penalties for these people, without the
option of a fine. If the minister is concidering
amendments to the criminal code this year I
hope hie will also consider ail the amendments
I bave suggested in this bil,
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I also suggested an amendment dealing
with persons wbo cause death in a criminally
culpable and negligent way. Even thoug-h
the person killed should be fifteen or twenty
per cent to blame, the driver of the car stili
would be eighty to eighty-five per cent to
blame, and he should nlot be allowed to
escape punishment. A penalty should be
provided, as is done in the state of New
York. Another amendment, provided that a
jury should decide in these motor car cases.
The explanatory note states:

On the trial w ith a jury of persons wýho cause
deacli or serious injury, it le desirable that the
funietions of tise jury sbould not be curtailedl or
abolishedc. Thieie lias been mueli criticisrn of
nîiany cases of gross negligence having heen taken
frorn the jury. TIbe jury are required to talke
the law to lie wliat the judge say s it is. and,
ovwing to the mnîîv cases w ithdrawiî by order of
tise Judge, trial by jur ' in tliose cases is nega-
tived, and tiiere are se maniv loopholes tlîat rniany
persons guilty of gross isegligence get off. The
increased accidents require tlîat tise law slîould
be brouglit iup to dlate to mieet the clîanging
coniditions, w bile preserviîîg aise the liberty of
thse subject.

The ladt malter dc',lt wý%itli in mvy proposed
bill was tue riglît of w om n., to serve on irîries.
In tlîe ladt election fift -one pet cent of the
voters were wornen, and I proposed the follow-
iagl amnendment:

On the trial of any feniale person by a jur.y
under auy prov ision of tîsis act, one-tîsird of the
lurons chosen to trv the issue sial1 be fernale
persons duly qualified ors the saine basic as niaIe
jurors.

Unfortunatcly tlicre is flot the public opinion
there shouîld bc in regard to this great national
disaster. tho loss Of lufe in miotor car and
other fatal accidents, to wliicb I bave referred.
Wc do not have tlîe courage as a boeuse to
.stop it. As 1 said here the other day, we
have lost most of our funetions. The decay
of parliament and the decline of the House
of Commoas of late years are most appalling
te the average ratepayer in this country. Tbe
press lias now becomne the org-an of public
opinion; il bas assumned that tille, and the
assumption is rendered legitimiate by tise decay
of our Canadian parliamentary institutions.
The power of the press is bas ,cd uipon the
ruine of real representation. We spent days
and days on a judicial bill whicli sas passed
last evening. Just look at the importance of
that malter. Il sbould bave gone to a legal
committee to ho examined in detail. The
periodical pres bas hecome the rival of the
House of Commons, but it will remain a

sue-flrival eniy as long as the bouse does
net reproent the people, and siot one day
iongrr. A few voars ago we bcad in the House
of Commons the great mon I referred to last
evoniing, and many others. When I think of


