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from the prairie provinces against the pro-
posed two-cent increase in the price of gaso-
lihe, effective to-day, would the goverrnment
be prepared to reconsider its action and rescind
the ordar permitting such an increase?

Riglit Hon. J. L. ILSLEY (Minister of
Finance) :This is nin increase ie the maximum
price which may be charged for gisoline, and
s'as the resuit of an erder made b)v the xxar-
time prices and trade board,. Ho wever, since
the wit.hdrawal about J.anuaryý 1 of p'ar of
the subsidies paid on importations of petro-
leum it bas been well known that this increase
wýould necassarily follow.

I sbouldi explain. to the hion. niember that
the subsidies warc by no moci entircly with-
-drawn; that from now on currontly we are
paying $3,500,000 a yaar in suhsidi-"s whicli ail
gues in reduction of the priceo f petrolîuin
products in the prairie provinces, and that no
subsidies are payable in respect of similar
products in otber parts of Canada. %t sas our
feeling that if we are ever to reducp aur sub-
ýsidies with a vies to eventually g",tting rid of
ail of theni, te continuc to lia, Very large
sums for the subsidics wbich wonuld be neces-
sary in this particular area s'oui.d net be justi-
fied. Therefora thas'e was a partial ýv-itbdriwal
of the suhsidy rasulting in tbis price inercase.

1 bave hiad s0 much correspondance about
this coa1ter and so, much consideraticn boau been
givan to it aiready that I arn afraid I cannot
promise tha hion. rnember any recon-ideratfon.

GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH

The bouse resumed from Friday, March 15,
coosideration of the motion of Mr. Fernand
Viaut for an address te IRis Excellency the
Governor General in reply to biýs speech at the
opening of the session.

Mr. JOHN BRACREN (Leader of the Op-
position): Mr. Speaker, on Thursday la.st Ris
Excellency read to us the government pro-
gramme fer the session. On Friday a motion
was made for its approval. The debate on
that motion afferds hion. members an oppor-
tunity to discuss not enly wbat bas heen
outlined in tha speech frein. tbe throne but aay
other matter that may be regarded as cf
impertance. But before I proceed with the
subject matter of my remarks may I refer te
the fact that since we last met bere two among
aur members have be-en- signaily honoîîred by
Ris Majesty tbe King: tha Minister cf Finance
(Mr. Ilsley) and the Minister cf Justice (Mr.
St. Laurent) have heen made mambers cf the
irnperial prix-y council. I wisb in ai sincerity te
extend to them hoth my most hearty congratu-
lations. I know cf ne lave men more wortby
of that higb honour, and I know cf ne honeur
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tbe bestewal of which has been more accept-
able te or more generously resceived by the
Canadian people.

My,1 remarks this afternoonwxili net be brief.
An hion. MEMBER: Hear, hear.

Mr. BRACKEN: 1 am giad I have oe
supporter. Bofore I get through I'shall ha mak-
ing recom mandations that thie dehate on the
spech frem the throiie ha shortened, but te-
day I am net geing te practise what I preach,
hecause I expect it will taka about twc hours te
prsade this bouse tbat it sheuld. shorten the
dehate.

First 1 shall teuch upon the suhject matters
nc'ntiened in the speech frein the throne;
thoen I shall dýeal rather hriefly with the business
sida ef goeorement. After semae discussion cf
the procedure in this bouse, I shaîl refer tc a
matter that bas been of very great publie
interest in this country duritig the last few
weeks. namely, the espiceaga charges. I
shall clase with a discussien cf foraign relations,
a questien which bas an important hearing
upon otîr sxiccess in dealing s'ith cur cwn
domestie prohlems.

The speech from the throne indicates thaýt
, higb levaI cf employment is the fundamental
aim cf the government. 1 am sure it is tbe
aim aisc cf every hon. member in this boeuse.
But, is the government acbieving it?

In trhesa days it is the duty of the modern
state se te organize its economy that every
indýividual able te wcrk and desiring te work
shall bave an income froma bis efforts corn-
mensurata with bhis contribution and adequate
for a reasonable standard of living.

Ie spite cf ail its promises te give full
exeplox-ment the geverniment is failing te do
so. The records cf the bureau cf statistics
indicate tha;t as cf the middle cf February last
there wore more than 250,000 unplaced appli-
cants registered with the natienal empîcyment
service acroSs Canada. The number cf live
claimis for unamployrnent insurance was 145,000.
The number cf unempleyed veterans drawing
out-of-work benefits was 37,000. In addition
there are still in the armad forces large numbers
cf mon not engnged in productive service,
and thora is aun unknown number cf unem-
ploed xxhc are not registered. In thase days
cf qstronomical figures these ammints may nýot
impress this hieuse, but *,hen I say that in the
thirties. in the tan, y ears cf the s'orst depressien
this nation ex-ar knew, the average number
îinamployed was about 450,000, thase figures
do become impressive. The plain fact is that
Canada now bas an unempîcyment problem of
serions proportions on its hands.

The whoe reconîversion programime bas
bogged down. It is not a reconversion pro-
gramme; it is a statu-, que programme, a


