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Mr. ELLIOTT: Would flot the other
causes be of a similar character?

Mr. BENNETT: It is believed that these
provisions cover any possible case which
might arise without specifying in greater
detail.

Mr. ELLIOTT: The words "for due cause"
do flot belp very mucb.

Mr. BENNETT: It is a matter of safety,
and I may say the committee added those
words.

Subsection as amended agreed to.

Subsections (4) and (5) agreed to.

On subsection (6)-Access to records.

Mr. ELLIOTT: Would the comptroller
simply ask any officer of the department for
the records, tbrough the minister or the
deputy?

Mr. BENNETT: That is a matter of
detail which has flot been settled.

Mr. ELLIOTT: It would seem desirab!e
that he should ask for the records through
somne channel such as the deputy minister.

Mr. BENNETT: 1 would regard that as
a matter of detail.

Subsection agreed to.

Sections 22, 23 and 24 agreed to.

On section 25, subsection (1)-Urgent ex-
penditure flot provided for.

Mr. BENNETT: Three words are added
to this subsection, "or renewal thereof." This
would cover the case of a small building
burning down; I have a case of that kind
in mind. Il was feit that under the law, if
slrictly interpreted there miglit be some
difflculty about it, because that would be a
littIe more than a matter of repair. Hereto-
f ore we have been doing Ibis work under
the word "repair," and it was thouglit that
those words would make it abundanlly clear
that there is amîple authority in a case of that
kind.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Reconstruction
would be a belter word, would il flot?

Mr. BENNETT: It covers public works
of any kind, and it is believed that the word
"ýrenewal" is broad enougli to cover every
kind of public work, while "reconstruction'
bas reference only to a particular f ormn of
renewal.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The word
"irenewal" seems to apply to leases or cou.-
tracts.

[.Mr. Bennet.t.]

Mr. BENNETT: Here it is used in the
other sense; il is the renewal of the public
work or building. For instance, the one case
1 had in mind was the destruction of a fisb
hatchery.

Mr. LAPOINTE: The expendilure must
be urgently and immediately required.

Mr. BENNETT: Yes, those are the safe-
guarding words.

Subsection agreed to.

Subsection (2) agreed to.

On section 26 subsection (1)-Obligations
or commitmnents.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I believe this
is a clause to which my right hion. friend
attaches a good deal of importance; it is the
one which enables the minister at any par-
ticular lime 10 secure a statement with re-
spect to aIl commitmen-ts which have heen
made. In that connection may I refer again
to exa.ctly wbat is ineant by appropriations
and allotiments. The Prime Minister, in re-
ferring to the act with respect to uncmploy-
ment relief, used the word "appropriation"
wbere I think what hie meant wus an allot-
ment and vice versa and the exception I took
10 the f ormn in which the bill was passed was
that il did not terminale, at the end of the
fiscal ycar, ahl obligations incurrcd under its
provisions, but was so drafted that it enabled
the government te use the moncys appropri-
ated dùring one year for expendilures in a
subsequent. year. My right hon. friend will
remember thýat ha said, "Well, these moncys
were allolted for a certain purpose running
into the next year." I amn afraid Ihal if Ibis
sort of tbing is 10 ha permilted on any scale
il will be very difficuit for whoe-ver assumes
the position of comptrollcr to make out the
sort of statements my rigbt bon. friend hopes
it will ha possible to have made out under
Ihis section. 1 do lbink appropriations sbould
be very slrictly construed, and that îll
appropriations shoiîld be for fiscal years
exchxsively and should flot be permitted to
l'un beyond that period of lime.

Mr. BENNETT: The riglitlhon, gentleman
knows týhat rny views wcre flot so grcatly
different fromn bis hast fýall when we were
discussing tbe malter, but I did explain Ibat,
commilments baving been made by contracts
with the provinces, and through Ihero wilh
the municipalîlies, and agreements having
been reacbed wilh regard to direct relief, the
counicil appropriated moncys in accordance
with t<he contraclual obligations. I tbink
my righl bon, friend is correct ini saying


