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Importation of Fuel

public was shamnefuily fieeced. In this con-
nection, I do flot wish to refer to the com-
panies whose case is pending; others are flot
yet so, but wili probably be later on. And we
cannot help-

Mr. BARRETTE (Translation): Dhd you
discuss this subject, under the previeus re-
gime?

Mr. DESLAURIEILS (Translation): I beg
of you, Mr. Speaker, to see that the rules
of the house are observed. Otherwise, I shall
have the painfui duty te request the Sergeant
at Arms te feteli a very small bench for the
hon. member, if he continues te carry on like
a scheol boy.

An hon. MEMBER (Translation): H1e will
be put out.

Mr. BARRETTE (Translation): We shail
go out tegether.

Mr. DESLAURIERS (Translation): Undpr
the circuxnstances, seeing that the government
contributes te the relief of unemployment,
I think it is their duty to-day as it was last
year-inýstead of sending us from Caiaphas te
Pilate and refusing te held an investigation
when ýail the consumers of Ottawa, day after
day, requested them te do so-to, proceed as
they thought proper te do in the Beauharnois
corporation affair. On the request of a humble
member, protected by (his parliamentary im-
munity, the gevernment, oe will recall,
tbought themaselves bound te take -action
publicly and at the ceuntry's expense.

It was directed against certain hon. mem-
bers of the Senate, which was a more serieus
aflair, while in this case it only affects certain
importing companies of American, Russian and
Scotch ceai. I think, air, that this question
shouid be looked into, because it ha a more
serious one than that which prompted the in-
quiry -over the oharges of the -hon. member for
Acadia (Mr. Gardiner). This inquiry was
directed against only a few wealthy in(Iividuals,
in a very limited district, who were taking
some risks in this enterprise; while these cern-
panies speculate on»the distress of the People
and espechally at a time when ne oe is work-
ing, ne oe lias money te purchase ceai during
an exceptional bard, and long season. At the
time of the Beauharnois inquiry, people were
doing well and those whe speculated could
afferd doing se.

The hesitation -of the governanent since these
coalitions have organized, seem te denote that,
at times, friendship takes precedence over
duty se as te allow these compacies, in the

grip of a Siberian cold, 400 bclow zero, net
only te maintain the higli prices of ceail, but
te even raise them. And this while sister
cempanhes -are fined by the courts for having
obliged unemployed, rceivîng the dole, te
pay the ceai as much as $20 par ton. If one
takes into account the humidity abserbad by
ceai âeapad on the wharves, axposed te the
weather since the summer, these poor peeple
are made te pay as much as $20 par ton
for ceai worth $5 per ton, this is most un-
reasonable. 1 think the governmant should
intarvena as soon as possible, satting asîde ail
party uines and havhng ne other goal than. the
welfare of the people.

Mr. BARRETTE (Translation): I think
that you yourself wish to make political
capital eut of this.

Mr. DESLAURIERS (Translation): The
present price ef ceai is mýost ruthIess. IV is a
known fact that these companies can pur-
chase this produet at $5 per ton, owing te
lewer wages, cheaper transport and handling
during this ýcrisis. Thesa trusts take advan-
tage of this te squeeze their victims, forcing,
at times, heads of family-I saw many in tha
course of thîs winter-receiving, at times in-
suffloient relief, te ration off the bread of thair
children se as te prevent them from freezing
te death.

This situation wouid neyer have existad had
the governient parformed their duty at the
right time. Thay hesitata, at present, te
expose the impudence of this trust which en-
deavours te carry on by unending court pro-
cedure, compensated, during that time, by the
anormous profits thay reaJize. At ail events,
I requast, by my resoluthon, the contrel ever
ceaI trada and ail ceai imports. Let the im-
porter, in the future, be feroed te one be-
fore a commission, having the authority te fix
the price of fuel. If the goernment have
net the courage te assume the responsibility,
which is theirs, in this respect, the people will
seen have an epportunity te choose repre-
sentatives capable of enforoing the laws of
this country and te preteot it against these
whese conscience seemn te entirely fergat the
human side.

Urgency is as much required, in the sense
of this reselutien, duTing Vhs world wide de-
pression, as it was during the Great War. The
situation ha as sarieus new as it was at that
peried, when ail were werking and receiving
high wages; to-day, the problem. interests
people whe have been witheut werk fer the
last year or twe, and whe are completely
destitute. It is urgent that the priee of ceai


