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Vexl.ls', gf;l.ltlemen opposite an example by the
they halé' and non-partisan criticism which
Wilitiy be glven the administration of our
We mustyhthe minister now in office. But
ftperis) ot lose sight of the fact than an
imperia] officer can always return to the
rd usgrvme. _ It is known here that
intErests llbonald is not acting in his own
Sacrifie; Yy remaining in Canada, but is
empire B¢ himself for the benefit of the
Iu the o1q lad he remained in active service
Much p; hand, he would no doubt be in a
one he gher position relatively than the
knoyw WIIIIOW occupies, and in saying this I
‘Certain] ereof I speak. Such an officer is
hy in a Detter position to stand by
eq Ge considers right than possibly could
tro] Ofanadlan. officer more under the con-
o the minister, and one who might
0 IIzlc;ln_ted for political purposes. The
Englandnlster has hinted to-day that in
Sometim, these military appointments are
Nohla mei' demanded for other and less
an impeo- 1ves than political, but certainly
tion to rial officer must be in a better posi-
Tuture assert himself than one who has no
maingl-ce he leaves the Canadian service.
Woulq b In that an gfﬁcer commanding who
mine' In a position semi-independent of
IVice hister is the one who can do best
N the interests of our militia. But
lmportant feature of the whole
Dresent 5\ this. This change, coming at the
s ﬁlme, may be regarded by very many
ection upon our present very ex-
wgﬁnera] officer commanding. The
el not stop to consider that it is the
v OOf the conduct of past general
bk Mmanding in Canada, but will
Clrpeq i ' It A8 due to something that oc-
Officep & the regime of the present general
istep to‘dmmanding. I know that the min-
g gy 4y has a better idea of his power
‘Co €S In relation to tlre general officer
a ;ng than.he had a few years ago,
Secerat h not think I am divulging any
ang gy L S2Y that the Minister of Mili-
the O-thirds of the parliamentarians of
dOWn, llse?ilon’ from the present minister
Was Som to be of the opinion that there
f"Wer Whei little unwritten or mysterious
he BritiShCh the general officer coming from
Wo - Service had in Canada—in other
a hee hpad a; little power in himself
eople of Canada which he
?f Mi]ﬁ;{:rﬁ'ise independent of the Minister
ado in g ﬂind I claim to have had a little
g:Dtion of ‘t”;gftheq people a proper con-
thner&] office unctions pertaining to the

Offy
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€ g I commanding. My good friend
;‘;Vhile hfgs;cgr told us this afternoon that
ng a highas in favour of this change, he
&0 1oam Obinion of the British officers.
1"Ilcl Sve not in favour of this change,
hmnion h not such a wonderfully high
Aye, e British officer as some people

m}lole Bilel‘;ertlleless, the great point in the
LI 'y ezt at you remove the connecting
I the Canadian militia and

the imperial army. However, there is one
clause that may be a kind of saver to the
minister, and that is that when the colonial
forces are serving with the imperial forees
the imperial appointee shall command. That,
of course, will preserve the union of the two
forces in the mind of the people of Canada,
and to that extent will offset the evil done
by this clause. I could not let the remarks
of the minister this afternoon pass without
pointing out that there were arguments, and
very strong arguments, in favour of preserv-
ing the law in its present form, so far as
this section is concerned.

Mr. A, T. THOMPSON. I doubt very
much if the clause which we are now dis-
cussing was framed because of the ineffi-
ciency of previous general officers com-
manding the Canadian militia. To my mind,
this is mothing more or less than a declara-
tion—and a wvery fitting one—that there is
no honour in the gift of the Canadian gov-
ernment too good for a Canadian, provided
that Canadian, by attainments and experi-
ence, be worthy of it. Nevertheless; I sym-
pathize deeply with a great deal of what
the hon. member for North Victoria (Mr.
Hughes) has just said. I would take second
place to no man in wishing the continuance
of the close connection between the mother-
jand and this country. But I cannot, for
the life of me, see why this should weaken
the tie in the least. I believe that it would
have the effect, if anything, of strengthen-
ing that tie. If there is one thing more than
another that would tend to build up in Can-
ada the feeling of independence and the de-
sire to become a separate power, it is that
we should consider ourselves inferior to the
people of any other part of the British em-
pire. 'We wish*to speak in no braggart way ;
we do mot wish to assume that we are
superior to or better than the people of other
parts of the empire. But that we are their
equal, I think we may say without boast-
ing. And as an example of that, I would
give the hon. member for North Victoria,
who acquitted himself with such credit in
South Africa, proving himself fully the
equal, I think, of the imperial officers with
whom he came in contact. I do recognize
the difficulty of opening the door to political
intrigue. That is the strongest point, poss-
ibly, that the hon. gentleman has made.
But I have confidence in the strength of
this government and in the strength of the
present Minister of Militia, and I believe
that, for some time to come at least, the
power to appoint a Canadian general officer
commanding will not be exercised unles3
we are so happy as to have a gentleman S0
well qualified by experience and ability that
he is, so to speak, ear-marked for this high
post. We must not leave out of considera-
tion the fact that we have in Canada an
excellent educational institution in the Mili-
tary College at Kingston, and that graduat-
ing from that institution, year by year, we



