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giving prefetential treatment to the pro-
ducts of Canada, te a certain extent at least
Re went on to state:

That practical statesman, Mr. Jsceph Cam-
berlain, haS come to the conclusion that the
time bas come when it l possible to have within
the bounde of the Empire another step taken
which will give to the colonlee in England a
preference for their products over the products
of other nattons.
That Is clear ; It shows what was clearly in
the hon. gentleman's mind.

What would be the posibutlites of such a
stop if It was taken ? We zell our goods it
England. We send our wheat, our butter, our
chese, all our natural products, but there we
have to compete with similar products from the
United States, from Russia, and from other na-
Mons. Just see what a great advantage It would
be to c-anada, If the wheat, cheesle and butter
whiÈch we send to England would be met with
a preference over similar products of other na-
tons. The possibilites are immense.

Mr. Joeeph Chamberlain, the new and pro-
gressive Secretary of the Colonies, has declared
that the time has c->me when It Is possible to
discuss that question. But, Sir, if England !s
going to give us that preference, England
would expezt something from us nl return.·
What is It ahe would expect ? England would
expect that we would come as closely to her own
system of free trade, as It is possible for us to
come. England does not expect that we should
take her own system of free trade such as she has
it ; but I lay It before you that the thIng the
English people would expect in return is that,
itead of a principle of protection, we should

adopt the revenue form of tariff, pure and sim-
ple. These are the conditions upon whleh we
we can have that boon.
1e not that as clear as anythIng the hon.I
gentleman has ever sald ? The points are
clearly defined : first, that England wIll give
us a preference for certain of our goodS;
und, second, that we shai have to come as
1losely as possible to England's free trade,

though she does fnot expect us to conform
to It altogether ; but we shai have to give
up the protection idea, and that ls the con-
dition upon which we can have the boon.
If evèr a pledge was given by a public man
just previeus to an election that he would
ln Great Britain favour preferential trade
for this country under these conditions, it
was given by Mr. Wilfiid Laurier, as he wasi
at that time, ln the city of London. Now,
In Montreal a little earDler than that, he
stated :

In regardto thils quesuon of prefmeentl tratde,
I dsire to say that SIr Charles Tupper ls no
morl n favour of the Ides tban I am myseif.
ne adfded: " My hope ie-nay. my conviction la
-- that on the 23rd ofJune the Llberal party w!il
be at the head of the polae, and that It wMl be
tbe-Liber arty, withi lte poU<i 4)f a rm
ta&1fM that wlU uend ommileonors to e Lnd
to arrnge for a beasa of preferenthal trade

I want to emphate that remark. Where
weethe commissiners to be sentt Smnt
Englandto- arrageà bas t fpeee-

tltrade. With whom ? Wit theom rftish

Government. Not sent to a public meeting
at Liverpool, which was the first place where
the hon. gentleman opened his mouth, and
where he did all the damage. I make this
point now, ln advance of my argument, that
under that pledge, ln vlew of the Invitation
of Mr. Chamberlain to a conference of the
colonial Premiers at which commercial un-
Ion was the first subject to be discussed,
It was the hon. gentleman's bounden duty
to have sealed his lips close until he sat
wlth Mr. Chamberlain and wlth the other
colonial Premiers at that conference. DId
he do that ? We will see later on. The only
point 1 wlsh to afflrm now Is that he knew
the conditions of preferentli trade when ln
London and In Montreal, and he pledged his
honour as a public man In favour of them.

What more, Sir ? Have I need to say that
there was a cal for a conference ? Here
Is the despatch thiat was sent out on the
28th nf January, 1897, and it was an Invi-
tation to discuss many subjectt of the
greatest interest to the Empire, such as
commercial union, colonial defence, and so
forth, commercial union being placed first
on the lIst.

Then, Sir, they passed the preference tariff,
so-ealled, and that was heralded ln Eng-
)and as belng exclusively for British pro-
ducts. There were the advance steps al-
ready taken. Public opinion had been culti-
vated In tis country until nine out of every
ten men would bave welcomed preferential
trade with Great Britain on those terms if
it could have been got. Public opinion was
belng moulded ln Great Britain until a great
change had taken place there, and, under
the Influence of the Jubilee year, British
trade sentiment was seeking for the basis
of a compromise which would brIng the col-
onies Into commercial union with the
mother country, and was ready under the
generous Impulse of the time to give to
Canada and the other colonies al that possi-
bly could be given to bring It about The
sol was well cultlvated bere, and weil culti-
vated In Great Britain. The sower of the
seed more than any one else ln his capaclty
at that time, was crossIng the brIny Atlan-
tie. How wilhe sow theseed, and what Io
the seed hewillsow ? Then, Slr, when Mr.
Laurier, as the representative of Canada,
stepped off the vessel at the Liverpool
docks, and made bis way to that aemblage
that was gathered to meet hlm, headed by
the foremost men in the Cabinet of the coun-
try, what was the condition of thlngs in
Great Britain ? There was a great exultation
of colonial Importance among all classes,
and the Idea of inter-Imperial trade and
inter-dependence never had been at such
a tense heat. There was an Intense feehng
that sometlug practical should be done ln
the Juhblee year to cement ths union, and
to add commerc albonds to those of foyalty
and blood already existig. There was gen-
erous trend inBritish sentiment to go fur-
ther than theold odenistic theorie d
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