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giving preferential treatment to the pro-
ducte of Canadsa, to a certaiﬁ extent atleast,
He wenrt on to siate :

That practica! statesman, Mr. Joseph Cham-
berlain, hes come to the conclusion thet the
time has come when it is possible fo have within
the bounds of the BEmpire ancther step teken
which will give to the colonies in Engiand a
preference for their products cver the products
of other nations.

That is clear ; it shows what was clearly in
the hon. gentleman’s mind.

What would be the poasibilitiea of such a
step if it was taken ¥ We aell our gcods in
England. We gerd our wheat, cur butter, our
cheese, all our natural products, but there we
Bave to compete with similar products from the
United States, fror: Russia, and from other na-
tions. Just see what 8 great advantags it would
be to Canada, 17 the wheat, chease and butter
which we send to England would be met with
a preference over similar products of other na-
tions. The possibilities are immense.

Mr. Joseph Chamberlaip, the new and pro-
Eresslve Secretary of the Colonies, has declared
that the time has come when it ie possible to
discuss that question. But, Sir, i England s
going to give us that prelerence, KEngland
would expest something from us In return.
What is it she would expsct ? England would
expect that we would come as cicsely to her own
gsyatem of free trade, as it is possible for us to
come. England does not expect that we should
take her own system of free trade such as she has
1t ; dut I lay it befors you that the tking the
®ngziish peoplo would expect in return iz that,
instead of a principle of protection, we should
adopt the revenue fornd of tarif¥, pure and sim-
pie. These are the conditions upon which we
wo ¢can have that boon.

Is not that as clear as anything the hon.
gentleman has ever said ? The poinis are
clenrly defined : first, that England will give
us & preference for certain of cur geods;
gnd, second, that we eghall have te come as
closely &8 possible to Eugland’s free trade,
though she doee not expect us to conform
to it altogether ; but we shali have to give
up the protecﬂon idea, snd that iIs the con-
dition wpon which we can bave the boon.
if ever s pledge was given by & public man
Just previcus to an election that he would
in Great Britain favour preferentiai trade
for this country under these conditions, it
was given by Mr. Wiifrld Laurier, as he was
at that time, In the c¢ity of London. Now,
in Montreal a little eariler than thst, he
gisted ¢ P

In regard to this question of preferential trade,
I desire to aay that SIir Chsaries Tupper Is no
more It favour of the iden than I am mymell.
He addod : ° My hopo ia—nay, my conviction ia
~—that on the 23vd of June the Libersd party will
bs at ths head of the polls, and that it wili be
{hs -Liberal party, with itz policy of a rovenus
- tariff, that will sond comdesioners to Londom
to arrange for n bazis of preferential trads,

‘¥ want %o emphasige that remark. Where
gzez‘ethewaMommtoMm;m;fsm
‘¢o Emgland, to errenge & basis of prefeven-
,%1 trada. Wﬁﬂ: whom ¥ Withthaﬁﬁm

B

Government. Not gent to a public meeting
at Liverpool, which was the first place wlere
the hon. gentlemsn opened his mouth, and
where he did all the damage. { make this
point now, In advance of my argument, that
under that pledge, in view of the invitation
of Mr. Chamberiain to a conference of the
colonial Premiers at whick commercial un-
ion was the first subject to be discussed,
it was the hon. gentieman’s bounden duty
to have sealed his lips close until he sat
with Mr. Cbamberlain and with the cther
colonial Premilera at that cenference. Did
he do that ? We will zee Iater on. The only
poiet I wish te affizm now s that he kEnew
the conditions of preferential trade when in
Londor and in Montresl, snd he pledged his
honour as a public man In favour of them.

What more, Sir ? Have I need to 3say that
there was a call for a conference ? Here
is the despatch that was semt out on the
28th ~f January, 1897, and it was an invi-
tation to discuse many subjects of the
greatest inierest to the Empire, such as
cemimnercial union, colonial defence, and &0
forth, commercial union being pisced first
on the list.

Then, Sir, they passed the preference tariff,
so-called, and that wae herslded in Eng-
land as being exclusively for Britisk pro-
duets. There were the advance steps al-
ready taken. Public opinion had been cultd-
vated in this country until nine cut of evary
ter men would have welcomed preferential
trade with Great Britain on those terms if
it could bhave been got. Public opinien was

| belng moulded in Great Britaln untli a great

change had taken place there, and, under
the infinence of the Jubilee year, British
trade sentiment was seeking for the basis
of 8 comproinige which would bring the col-
onies into commercizl uvmnior with the
mother country, and was ready under the
generous Impulse of the time to give to
Canada and the other colonies all that possi-
bly could be given to bring it asbout. The
soll was well cultivated here, 2and well culti-
vated In Great Britain. The sower of the
seed more than any one eise in his capaclty
at that time, was crossing the briny Atian-
tic. How will he sow the seed, and what is
the seed ke wiil sow ? Then, Sir, when Mr.
Laurfer, as the representative ¢f Canadas,
stepped off the vessel! at the Liverpool
docks, and made his way to that assembiage
that was gathered to meet him, headed by
the foremost men in the Cabinet of the coun-
try, what was the cordition of things In
Great Britgin ? There was a8 great exultation
of colonlal importance among all classes,
and the ides of Inter-Imperial trade and
inter-dependence never had been at such
a tense heat. There was an iniense feeling
that something practicel should be done in
the Jubilee year to cement this urpion, and
%0 add commercial bondzs to those of loyalty
and blood already existing. There Was gem-
swoug trend In British sgentiment to go fur
ther than the old Cobdenlatic theorles would
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