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This declaration iras followed by a meeting of the foreign
jnisters of the United States, the United Kingdom and the U .S.S .R .
nLIoscotiT in December 1945, at which time the V'Jashington proposals
ere endorsed. These three governments then invited Canada, China
~d France to join wi.th them in sponsoring the proposal at the
eneral Assembly. The United Nations Atomic Energy Commission Svas
stablished by unanimous resolution at the first meeting of the General
ssenbly on 24 January 1946, in London.

In this resolution the terms of reference of the Commission
ere laid doWn . The Commission sras instructed to enquire into all

~ases of the problem of atomic energy and to make recommendations
~ particular in regard to the follorring points :

(1) The elimination fmm national amaments of atomic
- energy and all other Z•Teâpons of mass destruction .

(2) Exchange of basic scientific information .

(3) Control to the eztent necessary to ensure the use of
atomic energy for peaceful purposes ; and

(4) Provide effective safeguards by s•ray of inspection &id
other means to protect complying states against the
hazards of violations and evasions .

Before discussing s•rhat has been accomplished by this Commission
its three years of t•,Ark, I tivould like to montion the steps which

re taken at the saine time looking to the control and regulation
the more orthodox `•teapons of S•rar or, as they came to be called,

onv en ti onal arzaamen t s . "

~IP,ST GEï~RAL ASSELTBLY RESOLUTION ON REGULATIOTd AtJD REDUCT•IOTJ OF
r WETITS . DL'CEt:IBER 14. .1946 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Together 'with the control of atomic energy the General Assembly
.• s faced caith the problem of the control of other arnaments . This
= tter became one of the main issues at the Second Part of the First
~ ssion of the General Assembly held in T1ezv York in October of 1946 .
- e discussions rrere initiated when the Soviet Union in the tradition
~ tablished by the Czars introduced a resolution couched in genera l
t rms, calling for a general reduction in all categories of armanents .
~ e issue ivas further complicated by the introduction by the U .S .S .R .
a a resolution dealing with the presence in foreigl countries (other
:an ex-enemy territories) of arrsed forces of inember states of the

ited Nations . The debate on this m3tter in the Political Committee
the General Asseribly immediately preceded the debate on disarniraent

° d later the tto issues became confused, and t•rere only separated s•rith
ficulty . Finally two resolutions ti•rore passed by the Genera l

` sembly on 14 December 1946, one on the general regulation and
= duction of armainents, and the other calling for the Security Council
= determine the ir'ormation s•hich the member nations should furnis h
° to their ars.ed forces in order to implement the resolution on

ents . No onQ had expected that it t•rould be possible for the
fleral membership of the United Nations to agree so early in th e

- Ae of the United Nations to take such an important first step
•rards general disarnnmont . The adon;s.^n of the resolution on the

ral regu]ation and reduction of az-.saments by unan3nous vot e
~- refore did much to restor© confidence in the United Nations as
~lflstru1nent of world peace and led to a feeling of optimism which
-~ er events have shoz•Tn to be somewhat premature .


