
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Five years after the beginning of the genocide, it is now time to review the progress
made in administering justice to those implicated in its planning and implementation. This
report will concentrate on three aspects: justice within Rwanda, through the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and in third countries

Rwanda faced a catastrophic situation in July 1994 at the end of the genocide: a climate
of impunity predominated and the judicial machinery was practically non-existent. tn
order to ensure national reconstruction and the peaceful cohabitation of the two main
ethnic communities, the justice systemn had to be reorganized throughout the country.
This large-scale andi exacting task was accomplished within five years thanks to
govemnment efforts, new legistation and considerable international support.

Over 900 people have been tried for genocide and crimes against humanity in
proceedings that were generally found to be satisfactory. The number of trials rose from
300 in 1997 to 600 in 1998. This quantitative increase goes hand in hand with
improvements in the quality of proceedings. Nevertheless, at this rate it will take 160
years to bring ail detainees to court.

The report analyzes the law relating to genocide, arrests and releases, human and
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