
The decision to carve out a new rote for NATO's nuclear arsenal "lias no political or
strategic justification -- in fact, it poses a threat," he said.

The situation today is quite different from that of the 1950Os, according to Prof. Keating. In
that era, there were no institutions to manage European affairs, s0 Canada pushed for the
formation of NATO to counterbalance US influence. Today, there are other organizations that
compete for that rote. The OSCE was touted as a forum for managing European Affairs in
1991-92, but has unfairly lost some of its prestige in the wake of the Yugoslavia debacle. Prof.
Keating thouglit that the OSCE should be revived.

The security situation today is the reverse of what it was forty years ago. A
nuclear-equipped NATO came into being to offset the Soviet Union's conventional weapons
superiority in the 1950s, but today the Russian military is in disarray and the country spends only
one-tenth of what the US spends on its military. The Russian nuclear arsenal does remain, but
that is best deait with through incentives for Russia to move away from a first strike policy. In
addition, a current threat to European security is the internai break-up of states, which NATO is


