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principle of freedorn.

This has been an advantage in a society like ours. Authority and

allegiance under our monarchy have allowed us' a wide diversity of cus-

toms and rights in a way that the rational scherne and abstractions of

republican democracy could not. We are a plural community made up of

two major and many mninor cultural groupa. There is no distinct, uniform

and ove rwhelm ingly Canadian way of life into which newcomers are expect-

ed to be caught up and reshaped. It has been said that while the Arnerican

treatment of immigrante je that of the melting pot, ours may be likened

to. a mosaic. Differences are welcomed. Ini our cultural and religious

diveçrsity-, as in the federal structure of aur governmient and in the conser-

vative allegiance to authority that guarantees and holds together this diverý-

sity,, we have been compared ta the aid Austra- Hungarian Empire. The

comparison may sound odd; it has at least the virtueý of making one iook

beneath that'obvioue glose of Northý Axnericanieim and discern those'natural

differencesbetween ourselves and our'neighbours which give our interna-

tional bo rde r. it-s m eaning.

It-suggests too thatwe may have much in commTon with the plural

and djversified communities of other Commonwealth nat-ions. For, like

Canada, they were formed ,by practical compromise through a process of

historical evolution, rather than by the application, of logic. Independence

through the g.rowthof responsible government, wasestill, in 1960 in

N'igeria and 'in 1961 in Tanganyika, being adapted ta the needs of the

Comnmonwealth's growing number of diverse cormunîtieg. This process

Weaifirst seen here in Canada a century ago.

Most Canadians are proudly conscious of the fact that next to


