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The delegations of the socialist countries Vo the Commpittee on Disarmament
deem it necessary to draw attention to a number of circumstances that are
seriously hindering the elaboration and apprroval of a draft convention on the
prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical weapons
and on their destruction. :

What is involved here are well-known decisions ¢oncerning the production,
commissioning and, ultimately, stationingz on the territories of other countries
of a new generation of chemical weapons —-- binary weapons. Whatever reasons and
justifications may be adduced, it is an indisputable fact that the incorporation
in arsenals of such weapons with binary charges inevitably leads to a further
dangerous spiral in the chemical arms race,

As ig well known, the bagic difficulty in solvingy the problem of prohibiting
chemical weapons stems from their particular nature: it is the difficulty of
separating commercial chemicals froan those which can be used for chemical weapons.
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I'he emergence of binary weaponc will considerably complicets

0

problem.

Without claiming to give an exhaustive analysis of the negative consecuences
of embarking on the production of binaiy chemical weapong, the authors of this
working paper would like to mention a anumber of important points of dirsct

n a view to the

che Ccommittee wit

=5
=

relevance to the negotiationg in progsress ir
elaboration of a multilateral convention on the complete and effective prohibition
cf the development, production and stockpiling of cheirical weapons and on their
destruction. ZExisting information concerning binary weapons leads to the conclusion
that the following consequences, in narticular, are inevitable:

Ly In the long term, the range of chemicals capable of being used as
components in these weapons will ezpand considerably, with a corresponding
expansion of the range of binary mixtures of varying effect (not merely paralysis

of the nervous system). While, for example, the diversity of conventional
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