
The other developmient is the continuing change from a

bipolar to a multipolar world, with the rise of ot1her power

centres. With this has gone a relative decline of US

hegemony, an accoiupanying shift in the balance of power within

the Atlantic coummunity and a consequent change ini the nature

of the relationuhip between North America and Europe. It has

for soue time been an anc>ualy that a Europe which cari compete

economically with the United States and fo110w an independent

fore ign pol loy li e should remain so dependent on the United

States for its defence. Now the elimination of intermediate-

range nuclear missiles, the anticipated reduction of strategic

nuclear mfissiles and the possibility of significant cuts in

conventional forces aIl presage a graduaI reduction in the US

presence in Europe and are thereby f orcing the Europeans to

corne to grips with the organization of their own defence.

There le renewed talk of building a "European pillarl' within

the Atlantic Alliance , based in the f irst instnce on cloar

Franco-German militaty coprtion.

These developments could have profound fiplications for

Canada. While the emrginq detente betwaen> the superpowers is

to be welcorned, it would not be in Canada' s interest if it

were to lead to a weakening of cohes ion in the Atlantic

Alliance, or to divisive 41f ferences over NATO taey

Canada has asmc as any aly to lose fron a bekonin

trasalntic cooperation, for it wouldtend to isoate Canada

in North America adtu increase our 4 enece onth

United States stili moe. Weshould thrfo norg


