.L

exbene’ Hhelr activitices dlqnj oo adeutian ohadn and Lo the nainland,
Among>the e events vere the establishient of tho first p?rﬂanwntvﬁussiau
post at Three Seints iwy on Yodialr Tslant by Oresory Shelilthov in 17sk, the
discovery -7 the Pricilov Telands Lr ferassin Prinilov in 1736, and the
establislrient of a new headouerters, idkhailovsk (1ater lovo Archancelsk), on

the igland of 5itla by Alevander laranoy in 17?9 and aftervards, The Russians

were primarily [nterasted in furs esﬁeciallv thnse of the sea otter; and in

the pursuit of th

but also fell into sericus qunrrels among thenselves. Ther had also to withstarn

“an increasine chellenge fron fereisn rivels, notehl Dritich, Spanish, French,

e

American; an® in the latter part of the eiech

and Dixon, Meares, Vancouver, Perez, leceta Duadra, llartinez, larc, Ficalgo
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s trade tley not only subcned hihe natives wiih izuch brutality
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anc

' Malaspina, Caamano, Lo Pérouse, Tarchand, an’ others were all active in Alaske:
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waters and deronstrated ~reat interest in the r2gici. In crder to eliminate
jinternecine strife arong thenselves, te combal ihe intrusions of io” inter-

teentl, contury Ceooly Clarke, Portlock

lopers, and to maintain detter control and manacenent of the fur trade, several of

the leading Russian companies toci: the initiavive and 3n 1795 consolidated into

a sinrle orcanization., On Sy 2, 1799, an inaperial ukase issued by Bmperor
Paul I confirmed the consolidation and granted ihc new orgarization the title
"The Russian American Company'.

The ukase in effect bestowcd upon the Russian American Company a

monopolr charter for a period of ‘wenty years over 211 énterprises, including

hunting, trading, settlement, and industry, on the coast of Arerica north of 55¢

N. lat. and the chain of islands ertending across the northern Pacific and

Ht

sonthivard to Japen, The corpan;t coulc mabe new disnoveriss not only nortn of

bt seuth as well, ool oJadscans aoenpy bhe Vo' Gignoored as Russian posseesions

if they verce not clresdy Lo proporiy af soe obher ruticn, Ib wis to have
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