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I:heir actives alon - : Je.7 	 an to th._ 

Among the ke7 e-Tents ere the est2.b1shr1ent of tl -,e . first Daranent Russian 

post at Three Gaints a7r on odial Island by (reF;ory Shelikhov in 17U, the 

discovery •7.7 the 1 )..rillov Islan ,ls by erassii 	 17 6 , and the 

establisint of a new headcluarter::., jakhailovsk (later ',ovo ArchanL7elsk), on 

the island. of Sita. by - Ale:TaWer 2.arancv-  in 172,) and afterwards. The Russians 

were priariI7 :tberested in furs, especially those of the sea otter; and in 

the pursuit of this trade tey not  ory ubduee the natives w-_1 much brutality 

but also fell i.nte serAeu.s qUe.rrels a:aong tneselves. They nad also to withstand 

increasinr: challene from ferein rivals, notably 2ritish, Spanis, French, and 

American; 	in the latter paA of t'ne eig.hteent century Cook, Clarke,. Portleck 

and  Dixon, Meares, Vancouver, Perez, Neceta, ç2ua1ra, Uartinez, hare, Fidalgo, 

- Malaspina, Caamano, La Pérelie, :archand, and. others were all active in Alaskan 

waters and demonstrated great intercot in the rien." In crder-to eliminate 

internecine strife  arion  g themselves, tc corlbat the intrusions of foreign inter- 

•. lopers, and to maintain better contrl  au.  lanage12nt of the fur 
trade, several of 

• the leading Russian companies toon the initiative and In 179.:›.  consolidated into 

a single organization. On July  1 , 1799, an imperial ukase issued by Eraperor 

Paul I confirmed the consolidation and granted the new oiTanization the title 

"The Russian American Company". 

The ukase in effect bestowe d  upon the Russian American Company a 

monopoly charter for a period of twenty years over all énterprises, including 

hunting, trading, settlement, and industry, on the coast of A rica  north of 55
0  

N. lat. and the chain of islands e:.rtending across the northern Pacific and 
._o 

southwar to Japan. nr, company couTb: n1.17.e new édsooverls not only north of 5) 

but nr-,uth as w(.11, 	(71a1:-. t  an  y ocoup:,,  the 	 ;1 3 R u r, :- ,Jan 

if they wore not alre:-(. 1.y t 	properiz, 	ether nut:lc:1i.  IL 	to have 
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