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It has been ‘a great disappolntment to me, and I am sure to all of
you, that so little systematic and orde?ly 1?Ve$tigaFion has been carried out
in this field by our colleagues the political scientists, 7 would like to use
this occasion to make an appeal for more work and early work by our colleagues.

I should like to speculate a little on the political aspects of this
great national issue and to offer a.few peérsonal comments on where these
speculations have led me. In its simplest form, Canadians and others who are
. concerned about the political consequences of extensive foreign ownership and
control of a country’s industries, argue.Fhat €conomic independence go hand
in hand and that impairment'of the one will lead to impairment of the other.
In the context of the Canadian debate, this proposition hae rarely been
articulated either in theoretical or practical terms, Rather it has been
stated as an obvious fact, an obiter dictum, with tpe addendum that many countrié?
including highly-developed countries, have acted upon it without any apparent
need to prove the proposition. Perhaps it is 4 self-evident truth; and perhaps
©this is why political scientists in Canada have ngt chosen to investigate this

. relationship.

I suspect that adherants to this viewpoint, although most of them
 would probably deny it, have, through some Process of intellectual osmosis
' been influenced by th? propositions of Marxist ideology, the theories of ,
state and of imperialism. Certainly, few of yg living in a democratic society
today would rendorse the proposition that the owners of the means of production
control the state. We know it i§ not so, Similarly, we would not see in the
participation by fore?gn'enterprlse in our economy any sinister motivation
associated with imperialistic objectives of the Uniteg States to take over
Canada. It would take a vivid imagination indeed to sus ect collusion or
conspiracy between the thousands of individual private aidfco orate investors
with the Government of the United States bent on absorbin 6 f directing
our domestic or international politics, These individualg gs = od ;rec tment$
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