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CURRENT EVENTS.

The Sheikh-ul-Islam, the official head of the Moham-
medans, whose decrees even the Sultan is bound to obey,
has recently pointed out to his people that there is no
verse in the Koran which calls the Christians infidels.
It gives this name to fire worshippers; but towards the
Christians, whom it calls Nazarenes, the Koran com-
mands Mohammedans to cherish friendly relations. By
this it appears- that the dread of a general uprising of
Mohammedans against Christians has no foundation. In-
stead of such a “holy war” being a -religious duty with
the followers of Islam, it is directly contrary to their
religion ’

The railway from Damascus to Mecca, for which the
present Sultan receives the chief credit as being the
onginator of the movement for its erection, is built to
enable faithful Moslems to perform their pilgrimage to
the holy places in greater comfort, and not with any ex-
pectation of its ever yielding a profit. A stamp tax is to
be levied to help pay its running expenses. It crosses
the Jordan at a place eight hundred feet below sea level,
by a branch line, and reaches the Mediterranean at Haifa.
The main line keeps to the east of the Jordan, and soon
reaches the desert regions, passing through most fascin-
ating scenery, unlike any other in the world. The greater
part of the country traversed is almost without water
without inhabitants; but the line will further the interests
of the Sultan's religion and bind together the i
portions of his empire.

A great carthquake in western Persia
many villages, with a loss of perhaps six thousand lives.
It is thought to have been as violent as the earthquake in
Italy, but the country was sparsely settled. The peasan-
try lost practically all their herds, their only wealth; and
several villages are reported to have been completely
swallowed up with all their inhabitants. ’

China now has railroads, projected or running, in every
province except Kansu. The latest of these have been
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financed, constructed and run by the Chinese themselves,

without any foreign assistance or advice. The telegraph
extends to every province; and the postal service is now
one of the best in the world. The dismissal of Yuan Shih-
kai was a personal matter, now believed to be chiefly due
to the fact that he was of the Chinese race and was con-
sidered a leader of the Chinese party, and was therefore
unacceptable to the Manchu leaders who are in power.
It does not follow that the appointment of a Manchu
ctatesman in his place will bring a change of p?hcy The
wonderful progress that China has been making in the
last ten years cannot be stopred by any change of leader-
ship. :

Japan is feeling the effects of the destruction of small
birds, the skins of which have been exported.to America
and other countries in great numbers. In view of the
alarming increase of insect pests, the traffic is to be pro-
hibited. ;

The province of Bongba, discovered last year by Dr.
Sven Hedin, he describes as the richest and most import-
ant province in Tibet; yet before he penetrated its pro-
tecting mountain chains even China had no idea of -its
existence,
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Wonderful stories are told of the. riches of the newly
found diamond fields of German Southwest Africa.

An interesting discovery of early Christian remains
has recently been made on the Blue Nile. It is the first
time that Christian remains have been met with so far
south. Other discoveries of much interest to historians
are reported from Egypt and the Soudan, and also from
Asia Minor ang the Arabian desert, where buried cities
are being explored; and of scarcely less intérest is the
announcement that extensive ruins have been discovered
in southern Peru. : v ahan

As ®ne of the features in the celebration of tlledpm
hundredth anniversary of the discovery of the Hudson
river, there will be a reproduction of the “Half Moon,”
the vessel in which Henry Hudson sailed on his' memsor-
able voyage of discovery. The little vessel ‘is to:be con-

King Edward’s recent visit to Berlin, and
ceptien by the populace in the German ¢
Newfoundland and the United States ha
respect to the submission of the fisheries
Hague court for arbitration. The international
treaty, however, in which Canada and the
were mutually, interested, has, for the
up by the United States senate, which has decline!
action upon it antil next session.
route is opened up, in the somewhat distant I
will probably be changed. Meanwhile .
bility of the Georgian Bay route being made
the building of the proposed ship camal. ~ =
A union of the British South African states under
government, somewhat similar to that of the. Dominion.0t
Canada, is near. A bill for this purpose will be subumt
ted to the imperial parliament at its present session.
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